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The Dark Side of Antri- 



B, F0o^ Wright 



A n oActt of tW Sfc«ial Patrol 
SonriM 4tof^ ia to ac« a« 
tW other day. H« »aa a fotatf 
ftliow, very aure of hnnaelf. 
•ad very kiadly towarda aa old 
He waa dolag a 




of oar prevent ofieaaive aad defeaaive 
weapon*. Coaid 1 tell haa iboat the 
hrat Dettber apherea aad the cartiar 
diaiatcfTator ray* aad the erode otocalc 
back wh ea I hrai 
cate r ed the ter* 
vice? 

I coaid, of 
courac. Aad 1 
did. But a aaoo'a 
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ArrouKoiNo rrosiss 



mamarj la tkt 

co«r«c «f a caot a ry ol Barth year*. 
Oar adatiata hava Mt bacti abla t* 
ka«p a asa’a hraia aa fmb aa hia body, 
Oca^tc all tbeir vaoated profrcaa. 
Tbara U a lot tbaac d*«p tbinkcra, ia 
their freat Uborot o riea, Ooo't kaow. 
The whole uaiTctao (ieea thca the 
credit for what'a bcca Oooe. yet the 
mca of actioa who carried Ottt the 
Ideaa bot I'aa (cttlaf away fron my 
pert yoeuif oAcer. 

Ha liateacd to me with iatercat and 
toleralio«L Now and than be helped 
aae oat. when my mrmnry failed ate oo 
ooaae little detaiL He aceawd to bare 
a eery fair theoretical knowledge of 
the aobject. 

nt iSpOSClbACv* kc COKOMtlC* 

er. when we bad gooe oeer the groond 
be had ootlinod. 'that the Sereice coold 
hare done ita work with aoch erode and 
■ndeeelopcd weapoaa. doea H notl' He 
ami lad la a aoperior aort of way, aa 
tbimgh to imply we had probably dooe 
the beat we could, oader the cirriiM 
otaacea. 

I SUPPOSE I abould not bare per- 
mitted hia attitude to irriute aw. 
bat I am aa old maa. aad my life baa 
not boea aa caay one. 

'Tooagatcr.' I aaid— like maay old 
people, I prefer apokca ta a e er aatioo — 
*hack la thoae daya the Sereice waa 
baodicapped la ceery way. We lached 
aaapnm we Lacked iaotnmaeata. we 
lacked popular aopport. aad ba ckin g. 
But we h^ awn. ia thoae daya. who 
did their work with the toola that were 
at hand. Aad we did it well' 

*?Tea. airr the youagater aaid haa- 
tily— after all. a retired romm o rwi er ia 
the Special Patrol Sereice doea rate a 
certaia aoMuat of reapect, eeea from 
tbeae perky youa g a tcr o "I know that, 
air. It waa the eBarta of men like 
yoaraelf arbo gaec ua the proud tra- 
ditaooa we baee to-day.' 

'Wen. that*a bar^ true.* I cor- 
rected him. 'Tm not quite ao old m 
that. We bad a feae aet of traditioaa 
when 1 oatered the Sereice. aoo. Bot 



we did oar ahare to carry them oa. TU 
gnat you that.' 

"Nothing Lena than Complete Sue- 
ccaa.* ' quoted the lad ahnoot rceereat- 
ly. gteiag the ancient awtto of our aer- 
eice. "That ia a fine tradition for a 
body of aaca to aapire to. air.' * 

*Truc. True.' The ring ia the boy*o 
eoice brought memoriea Socking. It 
war a proud ntocto; m old m I am, 
the worda bring a thrill eeea now, a 
thrill comparable only with that which 
cornea from aeeiag old Earth awell up 
out of the darknem of apace after daya 
of outer emptiaeaa. Old Earth, with 
her wiapy white c l oada aad her brood 
aeaa — Ob. 1 kaow Tm proeiadaL but 
that ia a n oth er thing that moat be for- 
gieea aa old maa. 

'1 imagine, air.' aaid the young 
of&cer, ~that you could tell maay a 
atraoge atory of the Sereice. aad the 
meriheea men baee made to keep that 
aaotto the proud boom it ia to-day.' 

'Yea.' I told hha. 'I could do that 
I baee dooe'oo. That ia my oce u po 
tiou. new that I hare been redrod from 
'actleo aereice. I—' 

'You arc a kiatoriaaf' he broke ia 
eagerly. 

I POSOAVE him the iaterrnpdon. 
I caa atill remember my own rather 
_ inap et u oua youth. 

'Do 1 look like a hiatoriaaf' I think 
I amilod m I naked him the quiotimt 
aad held out my handa to hint. Big 
brown haada th^ are. hardened with 
work, ataiaed aad dkoorn from old acid 
burna. aad the btu of blue electric 
Sre. la my day we worked erith crude 
toola iitdced : toola that left their aurk 
upon the workaaaa. 

"No. But — ' 

1 wared the eaplaaation aaidc. 
'Htatoriaaa deal arith facta, with ac- 
compliihaamta. -with datea aad placm 
and the aamea of greet men. I w iito 
what little I do write— of men aad Ugh 
adTcnturca. ao that ia thia time of aoft- 
nem and caay lieiag aooae few arho iMy 
rood my acribbliaga amy litre with am 
thoae daya when the worlda of the ani- 
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^tnc wttt to eoch otWr. aod 

tb«rt w«rc mimj new thin^ to b« 
feood aod Barreled at.” 

”Aad I'll reoturc. sir. that you fiad 
BM*ch coioTmeat io the work.” cob- 
■Moted tW founfster with a de^ee of 
perception srith which 1 had not 
credited him. 

"Troe. As I write, forfottea faces 
peer at oie throoeb the miats of the 
Tears, and strong. fxicndlT roiccs call 
to Bc froB out of the past. ...” 

“It Boat be wonderfol to Urs the 
old adreotures through again.” aaid the 
pouag sft c ar hsorfly. Tooth is atwapo 
afraid of sentisBcnt ht old people. Whp 
this should be. 1 do not kxsow. But it 
is sa 

The lad— 1 srlsh 1 had awds a aota 
of his asHir ; I predict a future far hiB 
hi the tcrrico — left sae alone, then, 
with the thoughts be hod stirred up in 
Bp Bind 

O LD faces ... old roicea. Old 

UMl 

Strange worlds^ strange peoples. A 
hundred, a thousand diScrent tongwB 
Men that cane oaUp to Bp kase. and 
Bca that tower fd tea fart shore asp 
head. Creatures — possessed of all this 
attributes of aaea except phpeical form 
— that belonged snip ia the sigbtBare 
rsilBi of sl ee p. 

An old Ban’s Boot treasured p oB CS 
sieua;his BrBoriis- A face drew close 
out of the Sacking racoUectiona; the 
face of a omo 1 had knowa and lured 
aaora than a brother so Banp p ear s 
dear Oad. how Banp pears— agOL 

Andersen Crop. Search all the ro- 
luBinaua records of the bearded his- 
tariaas. and poVwill not 6nd his nauM. 
No great Sgare of hiatorp wb this 
friettd of mine: juat aa ohacore oftcer 
an an afaacure ship of the Special Pa- 
trol Scrrice. 

And pet there la a people who owe to 
hlB th^ rerp existence. 

1 wonder if thep hare forgottca him t 
It would not surprise me. 

The Bcaaorp of the uairerse is not s 
reliable thing. 



A NDRSSON CROY was. like moat 
of the ofBcer personnel of the 
Special Patrol Serrica. a aatiee of 
Earth. 



Thep had tried to make a stoop* 
shouldered dabbler ia formnlaa out of 
hhn. but he was not the stnS froB 
which good sdcatiacs are moulded. He 
arse pouag. when 1 Srst kaew him, and 
strong; he had mild blue epes and a 
quick SBile. And he had a hoe. otrelp 
courage that a awn could lues. 

I was io'coaamaod, then, of the Ertah. 
Bp second ship. 1 iaheritad A n d tr son 
Crop with the thip. aod 1 lihod him 
from the fcrsc time 1 Laid epss upon 



As I rscalJ it. ws worked together 
on the Ertak far oearlp tero pears. 
Earth tisne, Ws weot through aooas 
tight places together. I rimrodirr our 
experience, shortlp after I took oeer 
the Ertsl. on the monotroue plonrt 
Caller, u h se c tiop.'gtntle people w ere 
attacked bp strange, vapid TkiagB that 
come dqwB u p on than from the foot- 
osos of the polar cap. a n d— 

But 1 wander from the otorp I sriah 
to tell hers. Aa old boo’s miod io 
a weak aod wcarp thio^ thartotters aod 
weores from aide to side; like a worn- 
out ship, it ia bard to keep on a strai g ht 



We were out on one of theat long. 
m onotonoua pot r ola. skirtiag tha outer 
boundaries of the kaswn universe, that 
were, at that tfanr. before the building 
of all tha Boap stations we have to-dop 
a dreaded part of the Special Patrol 
Service r ou tin e. 

Net once hod we landed to stretch 
our lege. Slowing op to atmospheric 
speed took time, sad we were ou a 
schedule that allowed for oe waste of 
even minntes. We approached the vari- 
ous worlds onJp close enough to report, 
and to receive an saaurance that all wb 
ofsIL a dog's life, but part of the 
game. 



M y log showed ncarip a hu n d r sd 
”Airs weir reports, m I remeB- 
ber It, when we slid up to Antri. which 
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wm, M far M (fac k coac»r— 4. oo« •! 
Mr MMllMt f tt ta o' call 

Aoti. 1 odd, for Um beocdt of 

tfcoot orko h«T« forfottca their oaapo of 
the MUTerM. U a aatcUhe of A-411. 
which, fa turn, k om of the Ur^eot 
bodies of the oaieerse, aad both unfa* 
hohittd aod oninhahitahU. Aatri ia 
iO T what larger than the isoon. Earth'a 
asteUitc. a^ conaidarably farther froM 
Its cootroO!^ hoAj^ 

~IUport o«r prcscoce. Mr. Croy.' I 
ordered woarily. 'Amd yieaae aak Mr. 
Correy So keey a aharp watch o« the 
attrseboo nwt e r.* These hogs bodies 
ooch as A-411 are ao( pirasant coos- 
paoinfts at apace speeds. A few mfa- 
■te'a t r o u b k apa ce falps gore trouble, 
fa those days sod yM aaclted like a 
drop of solder when you struck the 
atoMspheric belt. 

~Yca. oirP There aeecr was a crisp- 
er young o4hcer than Cray. 

1 beat over wy tables, workiag out 
our pos i t i oo aad charting our course 
for the nest period, la a few seconds 
Croy was back, kis blue ryes gleaning. 

‘'Sir. an eoscrgcacy la reported on 
Aatri We are to make all possible 
speed to Oreo, their g ore ruing city. I 
gather that it k eery important.* 
*Very well. Mr. Croy.* I can't say 
the news was unwelcome. Monotony 
kilk young men. *Haec the disiategra- 
tar ray generators inspected and tested. 
Turn out the watch below fa such tinse 
that we may have all hands on doty 
wh en we arrise. If there k an emcr - 
gaocy. ere shall be prepsrsd for H. 1 
shall be with Mr. Correy fa the sari- 
gating room; if there are any farther 
caoBmunicationa. relay them to me 
there.* 

I HURRIED up to the narigsting 
room, and gave Correy his orders. 
*Do not reduce speed until it la ah- 
aofatcly necessary.* I concluded. *We 
-hare aa onacrgency call from Antri 
and aaiautes may fa im p ortaat. How 
long do yM make it to OreoP 
*Akout an hour to tfa atmoopherc; 
my an hour more to set down fa the 



dty. 1 haliers that's about right, air.* 

1 nodded, frowning at the tsrfa 
charts, urith their softly glmrfag lights, 
aad tanked to tfa teleriafan dkc. pick- 
ing np Antri srithout diftcuHy. 

Of course, bsck fa tkose days w« 
had the huge atkd cumBtraosae diacs, 
their faces shielded by s hood, that 
would fa suitable only for mnocMi 
pieem now. Bat they did their work 
arcry well, and 1 searched Antri caro- 
folly, St raryiag ranges, for any ai^ 
sf di s t or hsocss. I found nono. 

Tfa dark parti oet. af course. I could 
not penetrate. Antri hm om pertfan 
of its face that U nunad farerer frsm 
iu sun. aad oos half that k farhsd fa 
perpetual light. The long twilight 
SOM woo antahaNtod. far the poopk 
of Antri arc a um Iniliig race, and 
their cities and rillagss appeared only 
fa the bright arem af perpetual sun- 
■ light. 

• Just m we reduced to atmaspkrrls 
s p eed. Croy sent np a mmaage. 

"The Corernfag Council aeuds word 
that we arc ta act daws m the plat- 
form atop the Hall of flniimmMl. 
tfa large, aquarc white buildit>g fa the 
center of tfa city. They my ws will 
have DO diftcuhy fa **>*^**ag it.* 

1 thanked kim and oedorod him to 
stand by for farther mremgee, if any, 
and picked up tfa far-Anskg city oi 
^rco fa my talcriaiM disc. 

T here was no mlstakisg tfa 
building Croy had mentiMsA It. 
atood out from tfa city a r oMd It. cool 
and white, its mighty cohMM glkten 
fag like crystal fa tfa aun. I could 
rren make out tfa landing pUtfocn^ 
slightly clersted abort tfa roof m 
apidcry arches of eilrery soetal. 

We sped etrmigfat foe tfa city at )uBt 
s fraction of spoce speed, but She 
hand of tfa aurface temp era ture gauge 
crept slowly toward tfa red line tfat 
marked tfa dastgerous inrmdrecaut 
point. I saw that Correy. like tfa good 
narigatfag oftcer fa waa. wsa watch- 
ing tfa gauge m cloocly m myself, and 
hence said nothing. We haww dmi 
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wooM Mt 
'can («r WIp tm a ifcip aif tW Special 
Patral Scrfice if tScr* had aoC bc«a 
a raaJ caEtcrfcacy. 

Carrap had nad* a good guaaa ia 
Mpiag that it waold take ahovt aa 
haw. af tcv ca taxia g the gi 
apa af Aatri. ta reach oar 
It area >aat a few wiaatee garth 
ml cwwraa Waa than that whan w« aet> 
tied gaatfp aoco the lidtng piatfoem. 

A groop af aia ae arraa Aatriaga. 
dignihad aU wo. wearing the abort, 
laoacip be had white rohaa that 



We fa 




aeleaa ia a 
eaakad cdLMag* af 
At the far end 




far oa at the exit af the 



ArtMk. 



dan rad. 



Teal 



•nraa 




aide hjr hog*. 

of atatuarp, af 

> < 

: iaaer Mght. ScBidrcalar 
erith ita carrad 
bp aiiiewiut elactri> 
cal coatxola. occapied aU the 
•pace. Nawe af the a 
'Wc taee eacaaid the Cawril fraa 
.ow prebodawp deiftcratiaaa.* ex- 
plain id Bari Tmter. *hacaoae each a 
large hadp ia aawirldp. Mp coaapaaiaaa 
awd arpaeif repreaeat the exa ewti ea 

Coaaril. aad wa are awpBwarad ta act.* 
He led M thraogh the giaat caaadl 



•poke ia the atdveraal laagaage. 


tifallp decaeatad. and f 


Bxiahad whh 


apafca it aaftip aad parfcctlp. *801 


1 a f aa diagip rnBfartahli 


chaira 


witt pardoa aae tm graitiag p«a 


'Be aaatad. aha.* the 


Miaarr of the 


1 kat which d. af aecaaahp. apper- 


Caaacil aaggeated. We 


ohrpad ailaal- 


a ta Bf Btad. Mta ta the Biada af 


Ip. aad Bari Taker aioa 


X a. .a 

■0 





gte.* he add alowip. *Taa mm 
ia wifana kaaw. I prcaaaaa. bM littia 
af tida warM af awe. I prian I had 
heat begia far bach. 

paa are aarigatara af 



hiMarlf. Bari Taker, he waa 
i called, aad he had the h a ri ar af being 
■aater af the Cannril the chief eaacw- 
tiee af Aatri 



Wl 



HKM the intradactioaa had 
been cooiplcte, the cowBittae • 
lad oar little party ta a aowU. eptin- 
drical clrrMor which dropp e d aa. 
aai f tl y aad atleatlp, aa a caahion of 
air. ta the aircet level af the great 
hoildiag. A cr eea a wide. gleaBing cor- 
tidar oar ccodactore led oa. and Mood 
a waaerve p artil throogh 
hare wai 



the fact that Aatri ia a warid 
iato twa par^: aoe af pirpitoal aight. 
and the e$htr af perpetaal dap, doe ta 
the fact that Aatri r rrolraa hot aact 
apea ha aaia dariag the ceartt of ha 
circah af ha aao. thoa preaanciag al- 
wapa the aaaar face ta oar 
'Wc here ae dap 
ehtaia ea other apherea. There are aa 
act hoora foe woihiaf aer for atiipiaf 
aor far plreaare. The Bcaaore of a 
awn a worh ia the atoMure af hla m- 
hi ti w. ar hia atreogth. ae hie deaire. 
It ia ao aiae with hia alacp and with 
hie pi c aan re e. It 



~Oxra ia a fertile 
people bve verp long aad varp happifp 
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ASTOUNDDIO ITOBISS 



witk UHb W« Imw WUrrW 

tkat mmn wm tk« «»tih «f an tk« 
worMa *a tW Maal; tWt «p<ki«c ca«M 
tfiatuik tkc paaca aad kapftacaa ol omr 
yaoy la . Wc ware Mtaaikm, 



^npHXSE U a dark aida to AmtI 
X A aMa oy<w wtbek tka aoo oarar 
kaa ikoot A diawial ylaca of gtoaaa. 
vkkk k lika tka ai(k( apao atkar 
woalda 

"No Aatrka kaa. to oar kmowUdfa. 
araa paoaaratad tkk part a< Aatri. aad 
Urad to tall o4 kk azparkaca. Wa do 
•at rvaa till tka k^ cloaa to tka twi- 
lickt warn*. Why a ko al d wa, wkao wa 
kaW ao Mock ^^Liwd apoa wkick tka 
aan a hiim brif^^uid fair alwapa, aara 
far tka two briaf arnaaa of raial 

*^a baaa a aa ar fiaaa tkoofkt to 
wkat aitkt ba or tka dark faca of Aa> 
tfl Oarkwaao aad oickt ara tkiafi aa- 
kaoww ,ta oa; wa know of than oolp 
fron tW kaoarkdea arkick baa coni to 
MO fron otkar worlda. Aad o oa> now 
wa kaaa baaa bre«(kt faca to faca with 
a tarrfbla dao(cr arkick conn to oa 
fron tkat otkar aida of tkk apkara. 

“A poopk kaaa (rowo tkara. A tar- 
rfbk poo^ tkot I akall not try to da- 
acHba to jroo. Tkrp tkraotca oa witk 
■kaary, wkk aatioctfan. Foot ara afo 
(tka AatriaiM kaaa tkair oam ayaten 
it rockootof tkaa. )oat aa ara kaaa oo 
Tartk. iaariafl of okag tka ooiaaroal 
ayoina. haird opoo tka aoaro. Aa ara 
c o m apeoda to akoot kfty koura. Kartk 
tina.) wa did aot koaw tkat aock a 
poopk cxiatad. Now tkair akodow k 
■poo all mat boootifolly auoop cona- 
try, and owUn jroo cao aid oa. baforc 
atkar kalp cao raock oa, I an cowriocad 
dnt AMTi kdoonadr 



F or a no maot not ana of oa apoka. 

Wa aat tkara. atariog at tka oU 
aaao arko bad joat ccaard apeakiag. 
Only a nan rii 



aritk tka paaang of yaara cooJd baaa 
atood tkara bafora oa and ottarad. ao 



foiatly and aoknoly, worda aock aa 
kod jrnm cona fron kk lipa. Only ia 
hk ayn conld wa catek a glinpai of 



tka tomant wkick giipp o d kk aoaJL 

*'8ir.** I aaid, and ko^ aaaor foil 
yo— fir tkan at tkat nonane, wkan 
I triad to fraaoa aoaaa aaonranca to tkk 
apiandid old nan wko kad t nm ad to 
aaa and ny yontkfnl craw far amoor, 
*N>a akaU do wkat k Uaa arkkln onr 
p ow er to do. But tcB na noro of tkk 
danger arkick toroatana. 

*1 an no nan of acicnco. and yot I 
r a n n oi aoa bow aacn conld Ihra in a 
land naaer raachid by tka ann. Tkara 
wonld ba no kaot. no regiUtian. la 
tkat not aoT” 



*Wonld tkat it woraP ropUed tka 
Maatar of tlk ConnriU kitaarly. ~Wkat 
yon aay woidd ba kdaad tka tenth, 
were H not far tka groat rfacr and 
•aaa of onr anmy Aatri. which baar 
tkair boatad oratara to tkk dark par- 
tian of onr worldL and naka it kakitn- 
bla. 

'And n for tkk danger, tkara k 
Uttla to ba aaid. At aona tina, nan 
of oar co untr y, nan orko fob. or eon- 
tura opon tka water ia conanroa. kaoo 
been boma. all oawillingfy. acran tka 
•kniowy twilight aona and into tka 
knd of darknaaa. They did not cona 
back, but they were found tkara and 
dkpoilad of tkair aacnoroa. 

TnnihBw. tkcaa cr a a t ar n wko dwoO 
ia darknan da t a m i at d tka aaa ml tka 
nm e ra . and now tkat tkay kora ro- 
aoirad tkat tkay okaU rak aU tkk 
t p k rr i. tkay kaoo baaa abk to aaaka 
tkair tkroat dear to aa. Parkapa*— 
and Bori Taker anikd faintly and tar- 
rikly— *yon wonld Uka to kart tkat 
airo aige diroct fron ita baarerP 



**TS tkat p oaai bli . airP I aakod aager- 
X ly. glancing around tka row. 
-How— ■ 

-Cone witk aaa.* aaid tka Mooter of 
tka Council gently. "A l oew for ton 
aaaay near kin axcitaa tkk tarribk 
aaaaaatvgar. Yen kora yon r nanoraP 
-No. I kad net tkougkt tkara wnnld 
be need of h.’ Tba aamorao of tbeoa 
dayi. H abould br rrmmktrid. wort 
bc^. naoiirr aan i circlcta that woro 
worn opon tkc band Uka a ton ml 
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uaaa. nd «a« did not go m cqai^pod 
■oImo ia rml Mcd of the drric«. T»> 
doy. of c oo rw, yo ur Meoorc* arc but 
) <w «l od triakru that coorcy tboogbt a 
a c ora of Haua nor« cCc^aaly aad 
weigh but a tenth aa aaurb. 

'It la a loch coaily rtiotilicd.** Borl 
Tolbcr cxcuacd bimarlf with a bttia 
bow aud h ur rie d out lata the great 
caaacil chonher, to appear agaia ia a 
aoMeat w i th a am art in either hand 
'Now. If your fnmpainm aad atac 
will raeua w for a a to tneo t. . . .' He 
■~**«<* arouad the acoted g ro u p apolo 
gocically. There wa a a ar a a cd ao- 
aeut. aod the old aaaa open ad a door 
a the other aide of the rooa. 

nt to aot far.' he aaid. *T wiU go 
irat, aad ahow you the aray.' 

$ 

H B tod a»c qaiekly down a loag. 

narrow corridor to a pair of Merp 
ataira tha Hretod far down into the 
eery feaadatien ml the buildla^. The 
walla of the corridor aod the ataira 
were w i tho u t eriadowa. bat w ere a 
bright M noonday itmm the ethoa tnhea 
which were art into both criUag aad 
walla. 

tileatly we dretod our way down the 
aptonl atairK aad aitoatly the Maater of 
t%m Council peuatd before a door at the 
bottaw— o door of dull red nrtaL 
"Thto to the kaepiag place of thooe 
erho COM before the Coaacil charged 
erhh uia^ doing,' explaiaod Bori 
Taker. Hto hagere rcoted u pon aad 
preaetf cortaia of a ring of eaiall white 
bu tto ea In the face of the door, aad 
it opened awUtly aad noiaetoealy. We 

4oOC ciOMd US 

with a aoft thud. 

'Behold one of thooe erho lire ia the 
darkneoi^' aaid the Maater of the Coua* 
cil grialy. 'Do not pot on the aacnore 
until you hare a grip upon youreell: 
I would not hare hia k»M how great- 
ly he dtoturba ua.' 

1 nodded, daeahly. holding the hcatry 
aeaore daagWng to aiy hand 
I hoee aaid that 1 hare beheld etreage 
wartdi aad atraage people to ny bfe. 
and it to true that 1 ha^ I hare aaea 



the hcodtohi people of that rad world 
Iralo, the eat people, the dragon §j 
people, the terrible camireroua tzoea 
ml LrATZ, aad the pointed heoda ml a 
people who lire open a world arhich 
awy Dot he naated. Bat I bare atill 
to cee a more terrible creatsre than 
that arhich lay before me now! 

H E^-or h — oraa recltoiag npon the 
floor, for the reaaoo that he could 
not hare et aod. No room mac ene with 
a aaahad ociliag auch aa the gread 
council chamber, could offer room 
enough for'thto creature to walk erect. 

He waa, roughly, a ehadc better than 
twice aey height, yet I beUeae he would 
haae weighad bat Uttlc more. Yea ham 
aacn rank araeda that hear gi oa a up 
to the darkaeaa to reach the aua; if 
you can iarngine a mas arho had done 
likcwtoe, you can. perhepa. picture thm 
which I ca« before am. 

Hto toga at the thigh were ao largm 
than my arm. aad hto arma were but 
half the aiie of my wriat. aad )oiaced 
twice tnatrad of but once. He wore a 
caretoaa garment of a oo u dirty yellow, 
chaggy bide, atrd hi* akia. rrreatod aa 
feet aad arma aad face, waa a terrible, 
blood tom white; the dead white of a 
fiah'a belly. Maggot white. The white 
of eometluag that had acrer kaown 
the aun. 

The band wm aotall and round, with 
features that were a caricature ml 
maa'i. Hia car* were huge, aad hod tha 
power of a aoe tmea t. for tkllry cocked 
forward aa we c ater ed the room. The 
BOOT wm ooc procoincutly arched, but 
the DOOtrito were wide, arto eery »wfai 
m wm hto mooth. which was faintly 
ttoged with duaky blue, instead of 
healthy red. At cne time his cyco had 
been nearly round, arid, to proportioa, 
eery large. Now they were bm shod* 
owy pockrta. mercifully c o e er ed by 
•hmnken. wrtoktod lida that twitched 
but did not lift. 

H e moTcd a* we entered, and from 
a recltoiag poa hi oa. propped up 
oo the double cibowa of one i pi d er y 
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ArrouKODfo rrouss 



■nn. W t* a aittiaf p o airi oa 

tktt laain.>a kla bc«d Marly f tba 
*■*»■*£ He* aaaUcd airkctttafly, as4 
a ^«aar. tikilaBt wktspenag cacoc from 
the hhtUh Ufa. 

."That la hia way of taP n ag,* ea> 
ylainH Bori Tolber. 'Hia eyca. yoa 
will (Mte, have beca gouged out. They 
caaaot ataad the light; they prrfared 
their aacaaeager carefully far hia work. 
yeaH aee 

He f laced hia oaeatorc ufoa hia he ad, 
aad aaatiorud ae ta da Uhewiae. The 
creature aearched the Boor with aoe 
white, leathery haad. aad Baally la> 
cated hia faraarc. whi c h be adjaated 
rhiaity. 

'Yau will haee to be eery a tte n tiee.* 
aflaiaed aay carafariion *He ca- 
freaaea hioidclf ia tersa of pictarea 
of caurae. aad hia ia aat a highly 
dee e lafcd mind 1 ahall try to get him 
ta ga oacr the cotirc atory far ua again, 
if I caa aaakc htm uaderataad. Eaaaaatc 
aethiag yooraclf; be ia caaily coa> 
laaed.’ 

I nodded ailcntly. my eyea haed with 
a aort of faacinati^ ufoa the creature 
from the darkacaa. aad waited. 

B ack on the Entk again. I called 
all aay o&cera together for a cort> 
fcrcoce. 

'Ccntlcmca.*’ 1 aaid. arc coa- 

froated with a problem of aach graeity 
that I doubt my ability to deacribe it 
clearly. 

'Briefly. thia;cmliaed. beautiful por- 
tioa of Antri ia mcaaced by a terrible 
fate. In the dark portion of thia ua- 
happy world there lire a people who 
haee the luat oT coaqueat ia their hcarta 
arf the mcana at band with which to 
wreck thia world of perpetual aualight. 

"1 have the ultimatum of thia people 
direct from their m eo a e oger. They want 
a terrible tribute ia the form of alaeeo. 
Thcae alaeea would bare to Itee in per- 
petual darkneoa. aad wait upon the 
whima of the moot monatroua beinga 
thcae cyeo of mine bare eeer area. 
Aad the number of alaeeo demaaded 
woul^ aa nearly aa I could gather. 



maun about a third of the entire p apu ' 
lotion. Further tribute fat the form of 
aufbcient food to aupport thcae alaeoo 
ia alao demaaded.** 

'But ia Cod’ a name, air.** buret forth 
Croy, hia eyca blaring, "Vy what meaaa 
do they propoae to laforce their in-^ 
famoua drrwaada?' 

**By the p ow ei of darkarm and a 
terrible catyclyma. ‘Their wiac mam— 
aad it would a r ea that aome of thcaa 
arc not uneeraed ia ac ien ca h a ea dm- 
coeered a way to unbalance thia world, 
ao that they caa cauae darkacaa to creep ' 
oeer thia load that baa aeeer known h. 
Aad aa darkacaa adeaacea. thcae paapla 
of the ana will be utterly belplaaa bo- 
fore a race tha* loeea darkacaa. aad can 
aee ia it like cata. That, gentleaacn. ia 
that fate which cenfronta thia world of 
Antri r 

T here waa a ghaatly etlcnce for a 
aaoment. aad then Croy, alwayo 
imprtuoua. apoke up again. 

'How do they propoae to do thia 
thing air r* he aak^ hoaracly. 

^ 'Wkh dcriliah aimplicity. They bare 
a great caaal dag nearly to the great 
polar cap of ice. Should they rnmplna 
it. the hat watcra of their acaa will be 
liberated upon thia eaat ice bold, and 
the warm watcra will mch it quickly. 
If you hare not forgotten your leaaonn 
gratlcaaen. you will remember, ainee 
amt of you are of Earth, that otn 
acientiota tell ua our own world tamed 
oeer ia m u ch thia aanac faahion. from 
natural meant, aad catabliabed for it* 
aclf new polea. la that aot true?** 
Craee, tWoat frighteaed node tree- 
died around the little aemicirclc of 
white, thoughtful facca. ( 

'And ia there nothing air, that we 
caa do?" aaked Kincaide. my accond 
o&cer. ia aa awed whiaper. 

~That ia the purpoae of thia con- 
claec: to determine what may be done. 
We haee our b o rnb a aad our raya, it 
la true, but what ia the power of thia 
one ahip agaiaat the people of half a 
world? Aad auch a p^oplaP I ahod- 
dered. deapttc mytalf. at the me mory 
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ti ikM CTMtan bi tb« call 

far Maw Om loor ^ th« cowiirir fbiii 
W. ^rkU city, aa^ ita tbooaaA^ «« 
■ifbt aarc. it U t m a bm aot tba 
tibote balf af thia world. Aad that 
la tha taak the Coaacil aad ita Maat cr 
have act before aa.* 



**TX70VLD U be poaaAtk to 
TT frifhtea the»r* aake^ Cray. 
"I father that they are not aa adVmaccd 
race. Perhapa a dhow of power the 
ray*— the atoaak pi at o l bomb a Call 
h atratefy, air. ar jaai plaia bluff. It 
aerma the aaly chaAca.” 

*Tau hare beard the auffeatioa. f e»- 
flfiia." I aaid. 'Haa aayooe a better^ 
*H«w doaa Mr. Croy plan la frifhteu 
thcae people mt the dtfbxieaar' aakad 
XWafaW. who waa alwaya practicaL 
"By foiof te their coaatry, ia thia 
ahlp. aad thca letxiaf receta take their 
coorae." repTiad Cray prcaaptly. "De- 
tails win have to be aettlcd oo the spot, 
aa I ace it.” 



**1 bcUeee Mr. Cray ia rifht.* I da- 
ddad. "The atraaettfer of thcae people 
aaoat be roCuraed ta hia awa kiud; the 
laa wer tha ba tter . Re haa fieaa aac a 
aa ental af hia cauotry; 1 belirae 
that h win be poaaible for me ta locate 
the priocJpa] dty. ia which hia ruler 
Urea. We wU] take hia there, aad 



God aid ua. fcatlcmce.'* 
aodded Croy. aad the echo 
of the word raa froaa lip ta lip like 
the prayer it waa. "Whea do we 
itartf^ 



1 beaitated far juat aa iaataat 
"New." 1 braofht forth crisply, "laa- 
■edia tety. We arc faabUaf with the 
fate of a arorld. a hrte aad happy pao- 
p^ Let aa throw the dice quickly, for 
tlkc atraia of waitiaf will aot help ua. 
la that M you would with it. fcntle- 



"It ia. airP came the frare chorua. 
-Vary wall Mr. Croy, pleaac report 
with a detail of tea aaea. to Bari Tul- 
bar, aad tell hiaa of our decrasaa. 
Brtof the aie oa rti ger back arith you. 
The real of you. gcntlemea. to your 
Kstioae. Make aay preparatioaa you 



may thlak adriaahla. Ba aura that aaaey 
arallahla cmariar lifiM ia la raadiaiau 
Lat ma ba uartfied tha m nm a m tha maa- 
aaufcr ia oa board aad we arc rea^y M 
take off. Thaok you. f rntlrmea P 

I HAST EH EL to my quartara aad 
beoufbt the ffnak'a lof doom ta tha 
miaata. e^pUininf ia detail the courm 
of actioe we had decided apoa. aad cha^ 
reoaooa foe it. 1 kaew, m did all the' 
KrtMk't o&cera who had aa luted aa 
crisply, aad aa coolly foee about tha 
buaia^ af carryiaf out my orders 
that we would retara from oar trip 
ta tha dark sida af Aatri tmmaphaat 
or oat at alL 

Evaa ia thcae aoft daya. aaca adU 
rmptrt the atcra. peaad mono of oar 
aareice: "Nothiaf Lem Thaa Complata 
la c ct m* Tha Special Patrol doca wlpt 
h ia ordered ta do. or aa ama rcturaa 
ta prcaaat cacuaaa. That ia a traditiaa 
la briaf tcaee af prida ta tha eyca af 
r*ea aa old mtn. te whaaa haada tfcsri 
ia sercafth malj far the wieldtef af a 
peek Aad 1 wm yoaaf. te theaa days. 

It waa perhapa a quarter af aa 
whea woed caaia from tha aarifattef 
room that the mcaacafcr wm aboard, 
aad we were ready ta depart. 1 clmad 
the lof, weadcriaf. I re mem b ar . if 1 
wauld rrer make anwtber catry ikat tin, 
aad. if aot. whether tha warda I kad 
jaat inarntad would rrer ace the lifht 
of day. Tha leoa of bfc ia atrouf te 
mca ao yoaaf. Thaa I harried ta the 
aarifattef aeara aad took charfo. 

Baei Tulber kad fnmiahad ma with 
Urfe acale mapa of the daylifht pea- 
tioo af Aatri From the infnimiilia 
coarryed ta aac by tha ainarmir af 
the people of darkaeaa— the Chteee 
they called thcaaaclre^ m acerly m 1 
could fet the aouad — I — p*lly 
aketched te the aiap af the other aide 
af Aatri, larating their priaeipal city 
with a email black circle. 

Be ali rte g thM the laratiaa af tha 
city we sought rras oaly approaimaca. 
we did aot bother ta work oat 
bcariaga. We set the Xrtak oa her 
course et a height af oaly a few thaa- 



A i ToowD m o rrouxs 



tmi, ami Mt Mt a* Ww 



Dm Urn Um *f liiiiliia tkat aarka^ 
Ikt twilifkt aaM, ami tka htfimmimg 
pi wkat pr«aia«4 ta W tW Um Miaaifia 
af tk« irtak aaai every a«aa akc car* 
iia4 wHkaa kae i 




•qnWIUOHT aaae ia 

X reyartc4 Cray at Uafik. 
“Tkaak yaa. Mr. Cray. Have aU tkc 
eaMiioe b(kta aad acarcklifkta tan>e4 
am. Speed aod caorae as at prcaeac, 
lae tke tiaae beiaf 
I packed ap tke twibfkt aaoe wttkaM 
iHSraity ia tke tclevtaraa dtac. aod at 
fall p ae ar eaamned tke terraia. 

Tkc rick crepe tkM (airly kurM (rear 
tke earth a( tke auabt peetiaa ai Aatri 
ta he eke er ^ ed here. Tke 
ae atari %a till tkia 
1 daabt tkM it weald kave 
prektaMc ta da eo, evea kad t^ey 
•a close te tke dark- 

aeea they hated. 

Tke fraead ii tai ad < U a k . aad graaa 
dark ala(B Maved heavily vpaa ita 
fvaaay aaeleci Keee aad tkerc atrao(e 
pale frewtke grew 
apaet^ gre 



TkM there teas aeoM kfad ai aadrft y 
eritkia tke ah eh e r ai tkia taeird )aagl^ 
wee evideaK caoogk. fee I ceald catch 
g tf pa n maw ami tkea at 
tkia^ Bet wkM they augkt he. 
tkc aearcluag eye ai tke uleviataa drac 
c eald aot detcemiaa. 



O NE ai aat aearckligke 
iag tkrohda tk 



,NK ai> 

iag tkrohdh tke darkaeea like tka 
curtaos aatdkiaa ai aoaaa maamtra 
sect, raani la rcM upaa a apM (ar < 

I foUaered tkc heeaa eritk tka diac. aad 
beot c lee er , ta Make aura mf eyes did 
aM decerve mc. 

I waa leaking at a vaM r leered pUao 
la tke polpy jaagla - a cleared apace ia 
tke ccatcr ai wkrek there was a city. 
A uty hath ai black, ewaatlag Meaa. 
eoactly 

tall, this aUcee ai 




farther aad farther kMi 
Urhaeoa tkM waa swiftly 
At tke Ugkt a( tke aoa iUai. 

■ aanrniT aeerchlighta cm iata tke 
glaoai ahead, tkeif great heaMa i l aah- 
iag tkc akidi w i. 

la tkc dark caoatry I kad eapected 
ta kad IrttU if any vegecable growth, 
laeiiiil. 1 (eoad that it wea a ventaMe 
)oagU tkroogk which evea ear taa rr k ■ 
bgkt raya caold aM peoa 
Hew tall tke grewtha of tkia foagW 
oagkt he. I ceald aM tell, yet I bad 
Ike fackag that they were tall ta ad ee d. 
TWy were aat treea. tkcM pale, weedy 
arms tkM reach ad tawarda tkc dark 
aky. They were aeft ami polpy. ami 
mt liavea; )oM Uag naked aackly 
tkM divided «»d aoh divided M»d 
la HctU amaaeh atgaTIi Ifke aaa- 



at tke city ta Ika 

tka aatira city waa an laraidUgly hi^ 
wall, ham ai ami hartremad with tka 
Mack. cws Mi ag steaa ai wkiak tka 



TkM h wea a da n a e ly papeUtad city 
tkare waa ampU cv i deaca. Peepla 
they were creatorea Uke tke waMia 
gcr; tkM tke Cki ae e are a peep l a . de- 
spite tkaie tamhia ekape. U kardly 
d rk a tMiU w er e roaoiag op 
tka (ear radial streets aad 

ctia^ fuceta, ia tka alid- 
cenfuata n . tkau * liiiabie tikewad 
•ung acroaa tkair ryaa. Bat evea 
ae I watched, tkc crowd thiatied aad 
aahad swiftly sway, oatil tka atreata 
at tkc p ia ar , circolM caty were ottMly 
daearted. 



«npHB aiey ahead U aM tke 
X art sacking, airl^ 

who had eridaatly haaa 



Crop, 



DASK UM OF Airm 



If 



«Wmi tak* M tbM 

oi>f wiU ki f«rtk«r te ^ tetOTMc.” 
~Ac<«r4ia( t* my ratkcr •kc«ckf k»> 
IwMMMs. }>••>" I w pB»4. Ti w p mc , 
kM^ afl tkriiirckkgka iTi CTa ara k— y. 

mmt v«f 7 kM •< lk« xmmtry 
witka ik« »««ck •( *mt kaiai Tm 
ka«« MM M all tkc — liHMry ri- 
timm ^mtrnr 
ITm. i*r." 

*XkM4- Jimf te4inf« mf uHmtmt 
■fcoaM k« r«port«4 t* mt tmmmttiy. 
Am4 Mr . Crvy^ 

"Ta, «*rr 4^^ 

“Tern Mfkt m4m. M ymm mM. 
nMoM k« «■ MS M «knr 

pSu.** Oar wck w — tri m tka. I- 
Ml k rraoM b« akac a kaa t a r y 
mmm raaBy far a ■aigr wy. It wm. 
parkiya. w wU «k« 1 w«u«4 tkaa «r> 

It mm fmhaf* kaM mt katr alta* w« 
kad yattd tkt ctratUr etty iipkia. far 

daktadad araa. akd aa 1 b aaagki tkiytili 
rWaa dire aa kaar I mm fkai ta« van 




aa faaaMa. Hz. Oamy * I aidatad 
*^a kan amk ta da akaad.* 



Hr aadd r d. and gan tkc er da r aa 
tka aycr a tiaf rooaa; I fah tkc farvaid 
aorge tkai toM m ary order mm kafag 
a k ty ad. aad tanicd aay amatiea agaia 
ta tka te kr r a iaB dtac 
Tkc ray ay rr at a r i were duiag tka ft 
work WC& Tkc aeartkhgkta riroaad 
tkc air atreaked wrtk dac Mfuaga 
grcaay daat. and tkcac at raag e wtagad 
cr c at a r e a were dfeafpearing by tka 
acaraa aa tka dtai atagr aaor raya kcat 
Md ptayed apoa tken. 

Bat tkey ctmt am ganrly. dcrcefy. 
Wkccc tkcrc kad kcca thowaanda, tkara 
were, kai koadreda . . . acorca . . . 



Tken were aatly Arc left. Threa mt 
at oace. kat tka twa 
aa uakaaitattiigty. 
tkdr dirty ycOow bat-Hka wtrtga 
pkig kaartty, tkeir naked 



Oac af tken diaapp ea red ia a littla 
aiftiag af grcaay do^ aad tke aana 

iag craacare. Ha tar aad onr aaddeady. 
tka aae good ariag da pp iag wildly, aad 

tkac kaa apawaad hdaa. Tkaa. aa tka 
ray eagerly faUowad kia^ tkr laat mi 
tkat keOUk broad diaappeaiod 
*ClreW atawty. Mr Carrey.* I ar- 
dered. I waated ta awke aare tkara 



were aoae af tkcae tcrriklr cr ea twaa 
left. 1 left tkat Datkmg ao tcrriklr 
akaaU be kft af i re c re a ia a aartd 
af darkacaa. 



I NST AinXY t praaaod eke ateeatiaa 
aigaal tkat woraed rrery naa aa 
tke akap. 

'All ikaiatigratii raye ia act tea at 
oacaP 1 karkad mm» tke iraaMinir. 

Uke Cr oat a rea, dead aknd ; 4a aat ceair 
actiaa MtU aad aa adr 

I kaard tkc diaiat tgr a i ar roy geace- 
Btaaa daapaa tkeir aaaca ke f ar y I ka- 

taraaig ta Caeeey. 



T HBOaCH tka teleeiaioa diac I 
acarcked tke aa amp . Aa I kad 
kaM laay tct i d . tka Btky aoae keid Ike 
yoaag at tkia race of tkiaga: gntb- 
Uke cr oe m r r t tkat Mpped tkeir kcaey 
b i dif i abeat ia tke chaw, alamcd kv 
tkc bgkl wkick acarcked tkrai aac^ 
'All diaiatagrator rvyy aa tka 
aw amp." I ordered. "Sweep h fraa 
aaargia ta margin. Let aathing ke left 
alin tkere ' 

I kad a well t rato ed crew. Tke dio- 
t ri t e gr a tia raye aaaaacd tkcamclret iata 



AtTouicDDto rrotm 



Wf tad <■■■ tk« ■■■■n M • y l — 
•■HM It Imntmt. 

It WM ttmf tm tract tWir 
far btfaa^ tWa tW rwja^ 4 im^ 
pttttd. laritg fa iu Mm4 rttr tftM 
tmm •! fattd. dut «7 ytfa Wkta Wt 
ktd ifailiid tkcrt vat ot rwaap : tkcrt 
waa MI 7 a BLakrd area upta wfack 
■thiaf livadL a»4 apai wfack. far 
mamj yttrt. waiiaf w««ld gttm. 

’ * 0 ood work.** 1 ctotacadtd tW dia> 
fat^ratar raj aca. “Ctac actiaa* 
Amd tlwa. a Carry. 'Put ka mo kcr 
taora i afaia. pkaac.' 



A n kaur waot by. Wr paard arrtr. 

aJ aorc ml <W mutoft. daap ctr- 
ottar citic*. dtCmaf fraa tkt kra w« 
kod aaca aaly fa tkt aatttr of aUt. 
Aaotker kaa paaard. and 1 krraat 
anwtaia If wt were mm aur proper 
coura. and 1 ktd unfaratoed tkt Cki- 
aat atoacafer carrectiy. we akauM be 
eery eJaat fa tkt gareniac ucy. We 
dkonfa 

Tkt waefaf beta af ant af tkt 
aaarcklifkta ctaac auddeoty ta rcat. 
Tkrat mr faux atktr kaaat faUawad il 
■ and tktn all tke acktra. 

*l.trgt etty ta part, atr P called Cray 
aatitadiy. 

’Tkank yon. I btlitye h la anr dta- 
rtaatiaw Cut all otarcklt(bta taetpt 
fat forward baaa. Mr. CarreyP 
“Ytm. ear." 

Tan can take ktr aeer eianally now. 
1 ktlitet. Tkt forward aaarekligkt 
kif trill keep anr dratiwantw fa eitw 
far yata. 'Set ktr down cautiantly ui 
tkt center af tke city fa any auitaklt 
place. And— roMoui at tkt caotralt 
ready far any ardtra. and kave tkt 
apcraCiaf room crew da Uktwiat.' 
"Tta. air.' aard Carrey criaply. 
Witk a ttoacocaa 1 canid not cantrol. 
I kant aver tke katd e d ttlrr i aion date 
and atudrt^ tkt faifkcy gottmtag city 
of tkt Cku t t 



T MK gortminf city af tkt Ckittt 
wat not unlike tke acker* wt kad 
mmm, atvt fate t« waa eery aanck larger. 



and ted tlckt a pa k a l ik e wtetla indfaa- 

faf fraoa ita center, UMtaad af fann 
Tkt protaettee wall waa katk iMcfcar 
and kigktr. 

Tkere waa an acker diSertnet. In> 
atcad af a great open apace fa tkt enfa 
ter af tkt city, tkere wat a central. 
park-Ukt apace, fa tke Middle af wki c k 
waa a aaaaatTe pile, circular fa akapt, 
and built, like all tke reac af tkt city, 
of tke black, eweatiag rack wkick 
aitnitd ta be tke aalt building tterfal 
af tke Ckiaet. 

We act tke Artak dawn cleat ta tke 



big circular building, wki c k we goeaaad 

and carrectiy— ta be tke teat af gae . 
amtnt. I or derad tke aearckligkt My 
ta be aatiaguiaked tke aMMcnt wo 
landed, and tke etkan tnkta ttea fa 
luoacaated anr akip iamidm fa ba turn ed 
aC. aa tkat we falgkt acauaiaM anr 
eyce aa m nek aa paaaibli fa darknaau 
ffadiag anr way about with aatnll etkan 
tube ■aahligkta. 

With a faiiH guard. I afaa d aC ike 
forward cait af tkt Artak and wnaaked 
tke knge circular dear back ani on ta 
■igkty tkroafak and inally awing ta 

—tkt only afketr witk wa and 1 bafa 
ware anr ei m o ree . and aarriad fall 



eapeditianary oqnipaaant. aa did tke 
gmarA 

Tke Ckiaet fataoenger. grtearieg 
and racitodly fa kia aibitanl. 

wkiaptrfag oaice. crancked na all fanre 
(ke canid not etand fa tkat MaaU apa ce ) 
and waited, tkret aacn af tkt gnaH an 
titktr aade af kina 1 placed kia aaenaro 
aa kia bead and gaee kina aiaapla. farce* 
ful erdcTU picturfag tktfa far klaa aa 
beat 1 could: 



“00 frofa tkia plact tad tad atkera 
ml yaur kind. Tell tktfa tkat we wnMfa' 
apeak ta tkcfa witk tkiaga oock aa yen 
kaee upon your head Run owiftlyf* 
"I will run.' ke caneeyed fa fat. ~fa 
tkeae great anca wka cent fat.' He 
pictured tkean Aratingly. Tkey were 
crcaturce like kinaaclf. aoTt fact they 
were alaberauiy drcoaad fa tee akfaa 
af arrcral pale entera. and ware upon 
tkclr arfao, batwaan ttear awa aWnn. 



THS DAmx tn>B OF Airnu 




IL' 



D OUBLXD m «U fMi 

c w yt tWiMgfc lAa cimlar «xM. 

Aj k* 4*4 m. 
trwm mtt *f tW 4«rfakcw a ac«r« «r 
cawt *4 kis ialliipa nwk»4 af . gatWr- 
lag anaa< kiaa. aa4 kUcfcinf tka cait 
wtik tkaar iaa47 laga. Wa caaM kaaa 
ia kigk pkakaA 

m4M7 I 

aa aapcMaiiia ftaa tka*Ckiiaa 

an wttk aaa kava caaa 
fawac. Tkay aay aaa 
a« yaa. aa4 aaa aaly. k ta 

tkai wkkk yaa wiak aa aay 
ta Ikaa. Yaa an *a aaaaa qaMdy; 

1 wia caaaa.* 1 raykad. man < 



caaMly. 

trick aa gat yaa a aa y , aa tkai tkay 
attack aa. Flaaaal CaaY yaa aaa 

1 an rigkt. akr 

1 fknagkt aariftfy. Tka 

ml tka y naagaiit ka4 

aaa a raal aAacti 

U tka darkaaaa 1 raackad far kfa 
tei4: 1 fan*4 U «*4 4kaak H 
—a gaaaara af Bartk akick it 
ta axylaim. It ■ 

-Oa. tkca. Aa4y ' I aa*4 aaftiy. *3al 
4a aat atay laag. Aa kaar at tka 
If yaa arc aat kack ia tkai 
a« tian. wall cana aftar 



ka ana tkai yaa will ka aall 
Tka Knmk kaa aat laai kar 

yaa. Jakat.* ka rayliad. ma- 
a I akaU waar ary anaata. 
If I adyaai it la faU y aw tt . aa4 yaa 
4a Hk taiat. aa4 alaa4 witkoat tka akal- 
tar af tka aaacaf kaM. I 



*tir. yaa aaaai aat gar It ana Cray. 
aa4 kia aaiaa akaak wMk faakag. nraa 
ara ia mmmmmd ml tka Kttmk; d*a. aa4 
tkaaa la kar aaa4 yaa. Lai na gal I 

laakB. akr 

I taratf la tka darkaaaa. yalckty aa4 
aagrlly. 

ntr. Oray.** I aaid awiftiy, *4a yaa 




FBLT kia griy tigktaa aa ny am 



daggadly. n 4a. 



"Yaa air.' ka aa*4 

yaa ta rtiaaia ktra.* 

4aty af a 

ka ta tka yiac a af g reat- 
Mr. Ctay.* I iafamad k^ 
atay a^ yaar ikiy. afrr ka 



dragged ky. Tkart 
aaaanaaa tt aaiaaaatkadkiy. 
af wkick I kan aayariaacad 
ta an aay 



aiaad. Maw n» 

atkar ; tkan waald ba a nrift. aaattarad 
rcayaaaa. aad aiit a c a agaia Wa w att 
waitiag wai ti ag. 

Taa niaataa weg| ky. Twaaty. 
Tkkiy. 

laayaiiaatly I yacad ay aad 4awa 
brfara tka emit, tka guaeda at tkair 



t»y. 

Farty-4rt aaaataa. I walked i 
tka rsit: tteyyad aat awaa tka cald. 
kard tank 



n 



ASTOUHDUIO rrouKs 



Mirk. iksfilMi Um ifii— I tM Mar* 
tftimkUd aky, wma tW frcat irMiiaii- 
tratiTi kalMiaf af tk« CkiiM. Am 4 
km tiMra. laM r w fcir t. wm A n ^ r r a a n 
Cray. 1 (Imc« 4 dowa at tW IwaaMaa 
diaJ af ary wauk. Fifty Mwwnaa la 

'Jaka l^wT~ My aaaa tracked 
mm, fakitly k«t clearly, tkraafk tka 
aatdiaan af my Maarc. **TkM u Cray. 
Da yaa aadrmmif m*K 

1 replied mataotly. “Axe yaa 

aafer 

*1 mm aafa. AU U arcU. Very areD 
Will yaa proouae bm aaar ta raceiee 
wkM 1 mm akawt ta acad. witkaat ia- 
tarrapeiaar* 

“Yc^“ 1 replied. tkea<ktleaa)y aad 
aacerly. “WkM ia Ur 



tka snat CMul win ke iUad M, aad 
tke Aatriana aiifl kaee plaaty mi akmm 
ta erect a great a erit a af diaiata graiar 
ray atatiaaa alaag tke ta trie tvOigkl 
aaoe. aaiag tka broad taa raye la far* 
a aoUd wall mfmmmt wkick tke Ckiaaa 
cauld aat adeaace area did tkey. at 
acote fatare dau. carry am tkeir plaaa. 
Tke worat poaable reaalt tkea aaa fd 
be tkat tke people ia tke aaalit portiaa 
waald kaee ta Migrate froM certaia 
aectioaa. aad perkapa «>aald kaee day 
aad aigkt. altcraately. aa do atkar 
erorlda 

Tkia la tke agrceoMt wm kaea 
reacked; h U tke aaly aae tka* will 
aaee tkia world. Da yaa appraee. air f* 

“Nal Ratura icDMediauly. and wa 
will akaw tke Ckiaa* that tk^ caaaat 
kald aa oAcar af tke iptrial Patrol 
aa a kaatage. MakekaM*r 



**r HAVE kad a loag coafcreace arltk 

X tke ckte) or kead af tke Cbiaae.* 
replaiaad Cray rapidly. “He ia earp 
iMaUigawt, aad kit peo p le are sack 
fwrtker adeaaced tkea we tkaagkt. 

baa. ke kaa learaad af tke kght erttk 
tke weird kirda; h mmmmm tkM tkey are 
—or we r e tke mom dre a ded af all tka 
exeat arcs af tkia dark world. Appareat 
ly, we gat tke erkal * brea d af tkaat. 
aed tkia ckiaf. wkoae mmmm, 1 gatker. 
ia Wicackiaa. or arittbiag like tkat. 
ia aatvrally oMMk twprtaard. 

“1 kasa giaaa ki* a dcMoastraciaa 
or two witk ary Menaie piatal aad tka 
laabligkt — tkaa r paapla are fairly 
atrtekea by a ray ml ligkt directly ia 
tke ry es '-a nd are kase reackad aery 
laaarakle terma. 

*1 aa ta reawia kcre mm ckief bady* 
guard aad adaiaer. af arkick-ke kaa 
aatd. far all ia aot paaceful. 1 gatker. 
la tkia kiagdoa af darkaeaa. la ra> 
tura. ka ia ta glae up kia plaaa ta auk- 
jugate tke reM af Aatri; ke kaa a uar u 
ta da tkia by wkat la eaideatly. ta Mui. 
a sary aacred aatk. witeeaaed aalcauly 
by tka rcM af kia cauatiL 

"tJader tka circtuuataacea. I kclirve 
ka will da srkM ka aayat ia auy ceae. 



**T T*S ua ga. atr.” mmmmm tka reply ia- 
X Btautly. *1 tkreateued tkawi irat. 
1 explaraad wkat aur dmutagratar raya 
would da. aad Wiaacktaa laugkad at 



*Tkia city ia built apua great auk- 
terraucaa paaaagaa tkat lead la aaaay 
biddta cxita. If we akaw tka laaM 
Mgs af baMility tka work will ka ra- 
aoMad ea tka raaal. 104 befata wa caa 
lecata tka epot. aad atop tka work, tka 
daHage srill be daa * . 

*Tkia ia aar aaly rbaar*. mix, ta mmkm 
tkia axpaditiaa a rnaapltte tucctaa 
Perait mm ta )adgt tkia fact (roM tka 
erideaca 1 ka^ bafare mm. Wketesar 



aaertkee tkara ia ta ataka. 1 aiake glad- 
ly. Wieacktia asks tkat you depart at 
aaca. aad ia paace. aad 1 fcaew tkia ia 
tka aaly cawraa. Goad b y. sir ; taa a r y 
my aalutatioaa ta aty atker friaada op- 
aa tke aid Enmk. aad tlaewkara. Aad 
aew. laM ay laat act a aa afkcer af 
tka fpacial Patrol terriaa ka a rafuaa 
a eb^ tka rnaataili af aay Mperar 

Good-iypa* ^ 

I triad a raack kka agaia. bat tkara 



STM aa rtepaaac. 

Goa t I He was gaacl t walla wad op 
la dar ka ai aad ia aiiaacal 



OAKS tUMC or AMTttI 




D AZZP.akmhmrtmtlm 
tiom tf my btm£, I 

tW bulk «f tW £ft*k 

•f tW frc«t •»• 

Um fUt tbrnt warn th« tMt •! gmrtrm- 
mtmt im lM« mrtmga Um 4 *f d^rkacaa. 

■ad fSMd «f •* tkt dark mky abow afaia. fod tbar* waa ■■< am afa 
ma. I am am* aabaMad. mmm. tm my that m» that waa dry. 
bat tear* trickiad daam ary ebaaka. aor 
tbal aa 1 taraad hack *a tba Mftah, 
thnm waa aa yiyfad by 

I ardarad tba cait claaad aritb a waaa tiaMa. 
ai my bawd] iw tba aavi^anac raaM 1 F er ba y a it trill ■akt 
■aid b« law waHa: ~Wa daywt at baw w a aawiy 

day^ wiib tba taala wa ba 
TWy waraaat 
ai ta-day, bat 



HOPS that tba aaayyy 
bear wba auitad aw tba 



af. 





PHALA.NXES OF ATLANS 

a Thrtthmg Tma far* Hmaat mf a Atraayr Viddaa 
By r. V. W. 



THE BLACK LA.MP 

Amaaka, a/ Da. Atr^a daiaaiay lapUiU 

By Capiaia S. F. Hack 

THE PIRATE PLANET 

rka Caardariaa tba SyUmdU CarrmU ftaaal 
By Cbarlca W. IHffia 
AND OTHKMSl 







The Sunken Empire 

By H, Thom ny ton Rick 



T hen yom nmlij nptt t* 
§m4 Um loai r—rtiwt *f At* 
team. PrWtMorr 
Martia ttrrcM lifted kia 
fee* atcrmlf t* tka raperur 
««a ia ur riawuif kte ia kta aiwdy 
rd tka tacpidn tiikatariaa Mtrtid. 
a enft af kia aam 



lay Maacad at kar 
B r aak l ya wkarf. 
aa aa aftaraaaa 
faa Octokar. 

'My daaf yaaaf 
aaa aat aaaa gataf ta 




ta axytora tka acaaa Caar aadar tka 
Sargaaao Saaf* . 

*Aad aa 1 did,* P f a l taao a tt 
adaamad. a aaila aiialaf tkat 
baaid aaar aad kia klaa ayaa twiakliaf 
aitrrily. ~B«t tka tarfaaaa, aa arc^ 
thnaat aqaal ta Earaya. carart atkar 
lead aa wall— 
lead af far aMaa 



•« fcr 



ka aaid. *I 
far h-“ 

aafirlaif )aamaliat l.arry Haa- 




yaayarty 



yaa aaid yaa w ar a (aiaf 



ca«a tkaa Ailaa* 
ba. wkick l aaa 
darad ta ttat B. C, accacdtac «a Plata. 
Wkat I aa (ataf ta laak Im la tkia 
aawar laat caatiaaac ar talaad rat kar 
aamaly, tka fraat iaiaad af AaHllta. 
af wkick tka Waat ladtaa i 
water ta-day." 

"Aatillia T" ^aariad larry 



iMMfartfty. n kMH •! k.* 

Afakm tk« pnfrmtr r*f*rtf«4 kia i»> 
ttrrirv«r aUfuly. 

“T%ftn art MMsy tkiaf* T** 

MTcf k««r4 W. yo—t aaa.' IM t»M 
kiM. 'AjMilha mmf k« taraad tk« aaiaa- 
tef liak k«»iMia Atlafatia aad A»»rtci 
It «w dMn tkM AtUat— n c«ltw« 
— rr1»i< alt«v tk« apyaUiag cat* 
atTOfkr tkat «Hp«4 avt tka Atlaatcaa 
k«Mclaa4. wttk it* arrcaty ■<nin*i i»> 
kakitaata. aa4 H «aa ia tka cotoai a a 
tka AarilliaM aattbli^r4 hi Mamica 
aa4 Paav. that tkai/ mnt cmHmrt !■ 
tara ai liiad. after A a rillU taa ka4 

'Mt Laa4l Yaa Aaal naaa ta aay 
tka luyaa aad lacaa arlfiaatad mm tkat 
late»4 a« Aaallltar 



'Na, I a i aan ta aay tkry artg<aata4 
aa tka taariaat ad AtUatia^ a«4 tkat 
AaciUia araa tka ata>piac acaaa ta tka 
New War 14. wkara tkay kaih tka 
atraa^a yytiiattla wa ka4 aaintkarad la 
tka )uBfla aaaa aa tknaaanda ad yaara 
kafeaa tka AtlaataaM aataMiaka4 cola 
aiaa la EfTF* faa n did tka aartt- 
aat dyaaauaa ft yyrai4kaih1iat 
Pkmoka.* 

L arky waa yaakiag kla paacll 

farioaafy. 

~Wkrtar ka saopa4. "tmmm ataay. 
Prafaaaarr 

*Ta tka gaaanJ p abl i c. patkaya” «aa 
tka reply. *3at ta ac k a lan ad aaci^ad* 
ty. tkaaa poatalaaca arc paacty taail 
kaaaa aa4 paacty wall iccaptad. It 



ASTOOMDIMO tTOKlM 





wfcilt urbMilril « 7 «a tka iilwrt 
iioM yr i a ciyU alo>da< a aiaw I* aM 




aa loac a«a tkat it ia doatoiai if wy 

taiiaaca wiaH kaaa witfcataaf iW 
^c a a afa a mi rtaaa." Prafaaaor fttaaaaa 

4a WB mm aariict tkaa M B. C, airfcaa 
alafiatt ■*t**-“ 

*T1mi taawtrt *7 ^aaabaa.' 4a- 
clvad Lwry, kia liarifarina far tMa 
iteafWj grmjtmri riataf Maaaaaan)/. 
'Amd mmm, Pwmimmme. I waaitr if 
7 aa *4 ba arilliaf la aa 7 a law itarda 
abaat tkia ctaft af ymmnK 
•Cbt^faPy. U thiak « »a«M 
iatataat aayaat. Wbat aaal4 yaa cara 
ta teaa aa aayr 

-Wan.- te dM trai yteca. wbai 4aaa 
tba aMaa BtraM ataaaT 




jpKomsoK r^KKS 



tha • 

tka aaa aa4 iIm 
tba aaly fmim ml ra- 
thtj ^4 waa tiMt tWy vara 
NaaartWiaaa. W 
af tka m>ar 
ka ka4 4 a atlay t 4 

kMaag tkcia. prrkapa cka Mat ra4»- 
caL vaa iia Mtiva yavar. arkick waa 
ky wkat ka'calla4 a aa ca a 
4aaica tkat aackaf ia tka 
at Um mmmrn mi tka craft aa4 aa- 
yaOa4 it at tka tail, at tka 
yttrifyiac a tmrtm 
ia« ytyttw tmd aa 

a kaakkfal 





af tka jraraMi 



it la 



laaaa tka craft at will aa4 tayiera tka 
aaa-kottMB w art yraai4a4. 

Tkia lattar faat tkay w««14 mmcem- 
yUah ^ ayaciaJ aatta. dmmigmmd mm tka 
HMa yoaaaMtic ya i ac i yi a aa tka laa« 
ya4a itaalf aa4 ciyaklt af aMaiaiaf 
aaftcicwt takatioa la raaiat wkataaaa 
yraaawraa mtpm ha wicawatarif. m waU • 
aa haiac mfmffmd witk afhratary aaa4- 
iaf aa4 raaafaiaf iyyarafa> fat 





Wktraayaa tka yaaac rayariar ta- 
gar4a4 tka lahjicf af kia iaaarriaw 
witk fraak ad^iratiaa. aat wBakiclad 
witk waaf w . U kia awa kactia waal4. 
ya h yia ka4 aa aack acaaa af gal4. Oaa, 
ka'4 aara Uka la fa tiaaf I Tka ytw- 
fcaaar caal4 kaaa kia aM atataaa aa 
wkataaar ka waa laakia^ far. Aa far 
kiMitIf. ka’4 iU ay kte yockata witk 
Syaoiak 4aaklaoaa aw4 ytacaa af ai^kti 
Larry waa wiiyya4 atM af kia traati 
ky a lickt kwack mm tka 4aor. wkiak 
eyawc4 la mtmH a rafiiat gUl ia 
craa^ kaickara m 4 (raaa carAL^M 
-May 1 caM^ia. 4a44yT aka i»- 

*^aa aaaaa la ka ia alraa^. mj 4at^* 
tkt yrafMor taU kar. riaiac fraa kte 
4aak aa4 tttyyiaf f arwa r A 



t 



me tumcxif SKraut 



TkM. t* Larry, «4a ka4 alaa 

riaaii. kr aai4: 

*Vr. HMtrr, tku te Mf 4Mi(tecr. 
DiaM. wlw M By Mcrrtary.* 

*1 M pit— td ta Bcrt ymm. MIm 
llmiii.* wid Larry, taking ktr kaad 
And ka atcanr it — for altoot anyooa 
aronid kar« k t— piooard to ■ rrt Diaao, 
witk k«r tawny gold kair, waroa olrra 
akaoka and ayaa kloar rran tkon kcr 
fatkar'a and joat aa twinkling, joat aa 
fntalkgant 

‘Ska arin actoiapany tka capadttion 
and taka atenog i ap kic notaa of aa ax y- 
tking wa ikairrt,* added kar fatkar. to 

''Wkatr ka daalarad. nTon —aon to 

**^f conraa ka ■tana to aay tkat Tb 
going, if tkat'a wkat yoo Mean to any. 
Mr. flnatar.' Dt—a aaanrad kiaa. “Can 
yoo tkink'of any good raaaoa wky 1 
•kaolda't go. wkan guia ara tying 
areoad tka world and rvarytktng alaa 
Bran knd Lorry kaan akla ta tkink 

aaantionad it. Bot an a Matter of fact, 
ka kad akiftod ^otta tkroptly to an an- 
tirofy dttaa en t kna of tka ag W . P i an t , 
ka wna ikinkiag niant. gafd t M of tka 
cteaa. fka kMMraaal And kiMiilt 
Lorry Hnntar tka knntar and tka 



Oaa. kM ka‘d Ilka ta got Wkat an 




t om ad. Far after alL ka woa only a 
rapart a r, fotad to write akoot acker 
yaopte'a advantora^ not to yartiupote 
In tkoM. So ka pot away kM pod and 
pancil and paoparad to laarc- 
Boa at tka 4 m ka paoa ed - 

ara yoo planning ta laara. Frofcaaorr* 
At tkat. Martin Scaoane and kia 
iangkiii aackangad a awlit glance. 
Tkan. witk a mmIi. Diana aaid: 

taU klM. daddy ' 

'Bnt wa didn't tell tka r r pactara 




teotad kar fatkar. 



*Tkco aoppoaa wa gioa Mr. Ilootar 
tka amchaaira atary.' aha aaid. trann> 
farring kar amile to Larry near, 'll 
will he arhat yoo call o— a acoop. lent 
tkat itr 
“Tkat'a It.' 

Ska caogkt kcr fatkar'a acqoiaoctng 
nod. “Tkan kcra'a yoor acoop. Mr. 
Hoatcr. Wa Icara tOHUght.' 

Ta nfgktt Tkia woa indeed a a c oop I 
If ka korriad. ka coold catch tka loM 
afterdoon ediUona arith h. 

'1 — 1 certainly thank yoo. Mim 
S tavanar ka caclalMod. “TWtTl Mka 
tka front pager 

Aa ka graaped the doo a -knok, >e 
oddad. tormng to kar fetker: 

'And 1 want to thank yoo too. Pro* 
frMor and wiak yoo ge^ lockf* 
Tkeo. witk a kaoty kandakake. and a 
Uat aMilc of gratitude far PiaiM. ka 
Song open tkc door and departod. on- 
conacipoa tkat two yoong kine cyna 
foUowod kia krood akooiden wiotiolly 
till they diMpprarad froM view. 

B ut Larry woa onewara tkat ka knd 
Mode a favorakla knpraaaion on 

Diona. Ha fah it waa tka rev ar a a . Aa 
ke* keo dad toward tka a uk w ay , tkat 
.vivid klood goddcM of tka ck—a wao 
opperMoot la kia tkoogkta. 

Soon ake’d ka off in tka Aaraid.koand 
for tka Myntanoua ragiona oadar tka 
Sargaaoo Sea. while in a few aeoMaata 
he'd be in tka aokway. bnoad na^ tka 
proMit Boot Biver fat New York. 

H«i fiMotd if ka wooldl 
Suddenly, antk a wild iaapiratioo. 
the yoong roporter altered kia coorne, 
dove into tkc oaoreoi p k eoe booth and 
got kia city editor on tkc wire 

Scoop? Tkia WM >oac tka Srat in* 
aullmtnt. Ha d gat a acoop tkat woold 
SllabeokI 

Aod kia city editor tacitly O. K-’d 
tkc idea. 

With tka reoolt tkat arkco tka Aarold 
draw away froM kar wharf tkat oigkt. 
an tka atari of kcr ooporallalad voyage. 
Larry Uuotar wm a atawawa y . 



7 . 7 ’ 



AVrOOMDOfO tTOKXSS 






T KX pim 

is —rfrtag kimamU wm$ • 

far aK. aa. ema af tk« law 
hm bad<lid fai tk« darV 




ha low btaa a< tk« craft** 
•ad th« ftoa of water 
tkroafk kcr. 

Fmm Ik* way rfM roUad aad yftekad. 
k* )adfad ik* araa abU yroiceadtac 



Haalag ***** b*far* k* 
k* fall a* kaag*r. bai tk* cioa* air 
tk* dark qoar**** hroackt dre 
H* *lrfl. 

Wkaa k* awok* it waa bclQ dark, of 
caara*. but • glaoc* at k*a I* 
k 

Aad tk* fact tka* tk* ralliag aad 
ka kak*a« 



*Tk* arf* far kraakiaai facrTaig k> 
, Larry drew a bar of ck o c a l a** 

a hi* yack*« aad saackad *a k. 
tki* wa* acMty far* far a kaakky 
ia.fooaar, accaaaoaMd ta a Uk> 

aar*. tk* lack of coda* kia real* 
ia* tkat k* wy* getting daddadly 
tkiraty. Tk* ak, aaaraoaa*. wa* gat- 
dag yratty bod. 

”AU ia aU. tte hoi* waM*t aaactiy 
ta«*ad*d for a bad r aaaar k* t ik*r * *d 

wkk a wry wkl*. 

Takiag a rbaarr, k* *y* n *d tk* door 
a crack aad Mt tkat* latf niaiti;'. wkil* 
tk* kM**MMkl* 

Tk* Marai^B taikia* 
oaw wkk a Mgk. ' 
catad tkry aMal k* 
haac* at • Uaaly cky. K« 
kaw far aat ik^ war*, aad kaw far 




Lard, tkarc'd k* a rial «kMa b* 
■kawad *gl Ha aaartad *o w^ dU 
tkay wa** far *a*agk *a tketr way •* 
k waa’id b* ta* aack t r aab i * t* tarn 



Bat by 



, faOawad k la a ca 



bia yowrr* of a 

Fliagiag 



t* Ik* d*ck 




G KATBFVLLT Lm* 7 *»aii «a> 
ward kia d«f*ad*r. Bik* iiafdik 



THX ttnqaor sMrats 



”N«, actiac m}y m mf 

k« Mid. *Mo CM 



Far hr caalda't |«< hk city editor 
iaraitod. aad aitar ali it wm ku awa 



*Ta« ar«r declared Proiaaaor 
larewie ~H« admats it ia kia oara da> 
ki(. It la clear ka kaa caccaded kia 
aatka rl ty. t k ar e f a r a. and daaarvca no 
a i f atky* 

'Bat caa*t y«a la< mt auy, new tkat 
Tat karer” ar(cd Larry. 'I knew 
MCa. ni aarra aa a 
al tka errea aaytktng* 

Wa Wee a fall caan- 
Yaa weald be wore mt a 
tkaa a kcly. Btaidaa. 1 da 
net caaa aa kare tka yBaaikIt raaalu mt 
tkia — j— «-• — klerad keiare tka yak- 
lie* 

yau da aea ay- 



kaa tm adit year wrMm^ 
My awn. will aacayy aw 

to it la aa tir aa Yaa are 




nkaaaaa 






I OaOXlNO Larry, after arta kriaf 
leak af lafciry tkat waa m^ ir rd 
ky PtaliaaBr Itieiat. ka’ l ay i nt d 
awiltly wkat ka kad aa aay. 

Wkila cmaaM« fnU ayaad at farty 
witk kite aerial aat. tkrir 
kad racaiead a wmdtm 
keck. A n aa t riaf an 
ka. kad dawMiilrd ta 
tka reaaan far tka 
knt tka lafar— liia kad keen 
aMreiy kantf ra- 



*^aa M a land aia ti an ar a dkiy at 
aaa?* aakad dw praiaaaar. 

' waa ike rayly. 



*By anr radU 
trrnkntd tka paaitiak at < 
lautuda 27, lancitnda dl* 

’’Bat that, Cayiaia, la in tka vary 
area we are headed far* 

*And that. Frafcaaor. awkaa it all (ka 
BBore aia(nlar.* 

“Bnt — welLwetll Tkia ia indeed yn> 
caUarl And 1 had keen an tka 
mt tamiaf kack'wttk anr Wya 
yaunf atow a w a y. Wkat waiild ynn 
auf yeat. airf* « 

Caytaia Prtaraan awdit at ad. while 
Larry held kia kreatk. 

~Ta tarn keck.* ka aald at Icnctk. 
kia clear, yrcctaa Kn(liaik *wanM 
ay aytatan ka la (xjra tka laagk 

ready tea wall darelayad * 

'Kaactly r afraed Prafaaaor fi 
aa Larry ralaaad ia ralicL *Wi 
tkia yracucal jaker ia. wa will 

kia ka ia waatinf kia tilinaa 
tke«ck H waMO carr/inf a 
anMcxary (ar tka raat W tka aeya^* 

*WaU ayekanr aaid the nyTtin 
*B«t aa (ar aa that ia tiacwaid. 1 think 
1 can kaay Mr. Hnntar acanyiad.* 

— .r 

Wkarrayan. aiill 

Caytaia Prt a ra an frani tka 
atartrd In. tkat ia. Bnl at a giant t mi 
lywyi tk y trmm Diana, ka dared cnil 



lay kaM an. (alWI 
laack yatr 



W HBM yanng Larry Haitcr ra- 
yartad ta tka caytaia mt tka 
Hmtmid, aitar tkia atrraaary aaaL ka 
fan w d tkat tkr craft kad titnm a d la 
tka anrfaca. 

Aaatgaad a yair af yewarfnl binaaw- 
Ian. ka waa ardarad ta atand waM.e .a 
tka canning tawtr and aM-rey tka kari- 
aan in rrary diractian. in aa aCart In 
eight tka reaaci tkat kad aant ant 
wymariana radian knt tkangk ka 
kia gead ktana ayaa diligently 
tkaae atrang lanaaa. ka aaw net 

Wna aurlaca af ika kaay A 







i^ttovNZMwo tronss 




— Hurttd bf hhU. hurr^ht bkd- 
4cn. b*(Bii dfifuaf by. F« » yr t m 



4cme. till at Uat, with a ^viH. b« t fl 
ta»4 Am Acy wcra Aaviag ime tbat 
Mr— ^ araa kaww aa At SarfaaMi 



tbMAj) altar Ait raaltaMtMi i la wt i, 
ba vaa ordarrd balow, aad aa tba ti aydc 
aaa araa aiabinf or ar Am aafx 
tOMbataoa. wbiA aotiariMf t* P radaa 
aor S t a a t aa MMbad a MiMti'a crarc. 
tba JHaavltf aAMirfeA 

D«ara tba «1«4. a b«aA*4 (aAona M 



Ml a lo*c> **Mi 



bar daap u a A ar 



f1*4a A 
Am aalliac 



I M Aa naaifMinf r«oM •oar, Larry 
a t aad wdA Aa laiwlB. Aa yr^a*- 
«M a»d Oiaaa. a fdj Af aa ilbiaiiaMad 
paaal aa arbi A ayy f ad a caoaa ad baa 
a^Maaa. bba a bM ayaaad atit. 

Tba MBtral a^uara ra y aadactd Ac 
^acaaa bclaw, lAila Aaaa ta Wft «>4 
rifbt Ayi c tad it Imm pact m 4 atax- 
baard. amd ibaM ta froM aad raax ra- 
aaalad Ac t o raaid aad aft aafacta ad 

aiaw A caary Ara ct A w 
TbA Arm. wm Aa tc A a i a i aa 4caica 

ProltMor Starcna Ad ralcrrad A Aa 

— tbcM ta acarch rrcry a y r t 
Acb af tboM aiyatcriowt daythm aa 
Ary cnnacd aAag 

It taaa tba caotral a^uarc tbat accti- 
yAd Aatr aeaaMtaa cAaAy, b aap tm . 
M Aay atoad atadyaig Aa yaact 
WAU tba otbcn rcpf in otad M tu l y 
aa aaAabca vAta of fraaatA aaMcr. 
Aia aac Aaai d Aa aaa baM m rlaartj 
M tbaagb Aay bad baca p Mrtaf dotaa 
Ata « abaUot* I tgaaa tbroafb a glaaa- 
battoMad baat. th Mtg b It BaM bare 
baaa a ^aamr cd a adW AA a Aair 
craAatC la cat 

aaa A Larry : Hkc aaataAAg aaaa A a 




tbeir ray faiAd to paaa t rata . aad mam 
and Aaa a ) a tiAg yAtaaa tbM waald 
a yy tai ea Aa foraard aqaarc aad 
caa a a CaytaA Paur a aa ta cArata tbair 
ban ifaaryly. 

Bat More tbrlB iag Ami AA was 
Aair brat gfaaipaa a( a aMAaa Aty a 
By lA b gallaa^ Ayoad a dawAI 

Tbara aba lay, grotaagaefy oa bar 
aUa. half rotted baM barAd A tba 
aand. bM atiB diacaaadbA. Aad to 
Larry*a wildly racAig ImagAatiaa. a 
Hoad ad gaM aad jawaA acaMad to yaar 
frwM bar rataad caffart. 



l/ltmifG ta Diana. A 



T l/ltmifG ti 



~bayr A cacUAted. "Wby dad^ 
wa atay and Aok At arcr 1 
A a focTaai doam tbara P 

Prafattir t* 

Aa aaegratb 

aenraty, A 



Wbaraayoa Larry 
wdly. M 
tA riatral 

ana Aw Ady. A waa aB A 

a twi 

Haw. niddM l y, 

"DA. daddy, load I Tbara^ a i 
•hipl A— a ftadgAa tr . «A^ HI 
'A cAliar, I wwald aay." 
laAar^VcaA rayly. 
ana. ton Cyciaya. 

fraa tA BwAdiT ta*HM<att. Or 
yaaaibly A A aay ana ad < 

I 



9^ 



TA araa 



ad Aa SMgaaaa. My daM. A 
*TA Rart ad MAaing 



Larry bad baaa atragglAf ta 
At Aa prafaaaar'a r ay t y. A 
waa glad A bad bcyl 



cAy it Ar Aa 

A 



THX f tmm KMratB 






ti 



if W« I 

to ■>Iti tiM toy i to ry of rv«a 

w tkall protel^ w« 4«riac tkia 
craito. wt woolM Iwt« titoc for oor^iof 
•loo. NrrrrtlwUoo. ory door, yoo etoy 
take o oh^ n>r«noroi>4itoi of tW loco- 
boo ood cirnioiotinfro. ia tW preoent 



WWreopoa he dictatod briefly, wiiil* 
l^rry dcrotod bio •ttmuoo ooco toor« 
to tW cctttnl •^uarr. 

S UDDENLY, boy cod o dork pit tbet 
•ootocd to r«ocb dowo toto tb« 
oory bovolo of tb* cortb. reoo ob- 
r«p( ptot coa ood oo ooo of tta oooror 
cloTobooo. litonoi dirocUy 



clorod tb* fnybooffl. wflh • 
rbrkli 

H« oddod tbot Dtooo too old ■MOM 
pony bito. 

At tbio lon«r oMMoocooMat. Lorry's 
bean oaak. Ho bod bopod ocaiiiot boyo 
tbot bo Bi(b( bo iaritod oloaf witb 
tbom. 

Bat oaco o(aia bio rbotopinw coom ta 

bio oid. 

"Wo rcaOy oaebt to lot Mr. Haator 
COOM oritb aa doddy. doa*! yoa tbiakf* 
•bo arfod, aotiaf bio dnof p (linfK. 
*Altor oU. it WM bo wbo aa^ tbo dio- 



noy— bold oar called Lorry. "Look 
at tbi^ Proftooorl loa't tbot o baild- 
kac of ooBo kiadr 
Mortio Stoooao tookod ap^ gloacod 
obopucoUy toward tbo poaoL Bot oao 
at wbol that coatral oqaoro ro- 
aad bio okoptirf Taatobod. 
“A baildia«r bo criod la trioBpb. 
*A baildiaf ladoodi It io • pyr ioaii i . 

^'-OaodLordP 
*Ob. doddyl KooUyr 

• doabtl Aad look tboro 
otroctoroo. oaly 
rP 

t(rtcflia( for ooloi. bo toraod to 



*Vcry trao,** said ber father. *baC I 
bod aot tboofbt k aoceooory for oay- 
oao to occooapoay ao. la tbo oroat 
oayoao £SC'Copcaia Potinia ohoaM 
bore tbot boaor.* 

Bat tbio boaor tbo coptoia itrrliarf 

•If yoa doa't aiiad. otr. Fd prefer ta 
Koy wMb tbo ohip^* bo ooid. r*ioUy. 
'I boToa't for(ottoa tbot radio war»- 
i^.- 

•Bat ooroly yoa doa> tbiak oayoao 
caa OBoloai as doora boroP ocoflod tbo 

•No. bat Fd profor to otoy vkh tbo 
obip )a« tbo oaooo. otr, if yoa daa*t 




oyoo frooi tbo forward oyaorVaad 
p iiriaf doa a ao well opoa xlfom i ' 
lar a oo aada 

•fltapl DoocoadP was bio mhaat 
ootooMod. Tbio io toy proofi Wo 
b'o~r d ioc oo or od AatilliaP 

S WIFTLY tbo Noroid dropped to 
that oabmorgod plotoaa. 
la floo oanatro, bor keel wao roatia( 
oooaly oa tbo oraootb oaad b t kd t tbo 
of tbo tbroo pyr o at ido 



0 proliiMaory bo- 
ot tbo oito ot oa co . 

I for oao tooold bo 
to oloop to a i gbtP do- 



•Vary wolP— orkb a 
“Tboa yoa awy com aloag if ■ 

to. Mr. Haator.* 

If bo carod tot 

'Tbaab^ ProfooaorP bo oaid witb a 
ftatofol look toward Diaao. "Td bo 
kooa toP 

S O bo accotopaaiod tbM below, 
wboro tboy doowop tboir 
oait o r obb er aflairo^fbtbar 
k rr o n ao i tboa ordia^ do r p aoo dtoiac 
(car. roiaforcod witb otool win aad 
prooidod witb thick (laoo (ociloa aad 
peworfal aearcblicbt^ la additioa ta 
tboir oibratory tn to ai i Mir otloa apptoo- 
tao aa^ otbor doricoo tWt 
plaiaod ta Larry. 

Wboa bo bod toooa 
tloa. orbick oroo r oad rri d oi ia pli by i 
ooa of tbo fact that tboy w ore oa i 

tbo trio oto p pod lata a lock 



m i ow ipoio 





'IU(ktr tWy bock M>« w cr «4. 

•Md by for 1b« baory pr«o- 



W»^ mom b« . 
f t» c . Utttef tb« PC * — ta. «bfl« M tk« 

■MM Umc tbcix auia cootiaacd Mte- 
iaif thcMifh 4bnr ■tr'Mlw C fiMfTinn a 

To kU marpnmt. Lorry lourtd kiM- 
oHf BO tBor« MC OBT rBMB Cc d by tb* 
! tbaa b« hod brco froM tW Mo- 
lt tkc MibaBoria* dood^^it* . 
ladcod. MOM of <kc •« tte 
M*o hM ooit Moa abB( tka 
■ aiof ar^rd apooa batwoco ita MMar Md 
ooaar lay ar t. MOck m (kc Horrid bald 
air prcaaurc batwaaa bar moo 

tWch okalta. 

'All ri«bt bowT” coDad oot tW pro- 
fcaaor'a oibrator. , 

*Tti^r «bry aoBad bock 



I la fort ■ ' 

with 

h 

of bOM 
in oMyi of 

to a 

Mark above. 

Aa Lorry a 

■Bgbry proof tbot tkia 
platcaa had ooca 
above tka aaa. ba realioed that ba 
a party to o«m of fba 
diacoocriM of tba afea.* Wbot a foraao 
thU woald Make wbaa ba rip ortad k 
to baa Haw Tork popart 
Bot Naw York accatad rtMOta !»• 
WooM tbay arar gat back? 
Wbat if aoytkijag «o« wroag wlA 
if 




Ha gloocad bock 
g1 rota I it tbc 

tirrmd, oot a quarter of a ' 

Diaan and bar fatber ware 
I ponding a co rocr of tba pyraMid 
be followed tbcM. bta 
tw iog a of Mo iety 




and Bake ready.' 

. Tbay did oo. aod ba tikawioe. 

Tbaa, odrooeiag to a 
trk» that of a raalt. ba I 
powarfol clanpa. draggod it 
tbara bayood. ita praawut a^fook 1 by 
that wttbM tbc lock. liDOi r d tbc 
tide of tbc occaa boCtoM. 







A WKD by fbio ri liro a aigbt. tio- 
fUag wttb a aenM of onparal- 
Ulod odveotoae. Lorry atood tbcrc a 
aaaaacni. paariog aot over tbc t kri di 
old of tbat ontroddeo world. 

be fallowad Diam aad bar 




co t ti o g bright 
I tba dark, tbay proceeded 
toword the raat l a o a n d tbat tow ere d 
^■ad. poibiag tbroagk a weird reaia 



k.aoy 



Aatbay 



coa prow lad ^boert witboot 
liaiog tbe bogr 
of tka a tr o ctu aod giaitrii^ op Ita 
alopeag sidao 

Too aac. I wM right P ba iedared 
at tcogth. Tbia ia -boC ooiy a aaBw- 
c dHka bot a troc pyrcMid. cao> 
« aaaoc arekitoctormj priaci' 
plea aa tba Moyao aad Egyp tia n fo r w a. 
We aca before oa tbc aiaibU aaideaca 
of a a enkem aaap ir a the aiaabig link 
b etw MB Atlawtia and Aomt I co ." 

No rraiaornta greeted tUa pco f o on d 

tiaoed: 

Tbia auwct o i a appeo/i to be oindlof 
fai dinonaiarw with that of tka pyTaanM 
of Xockicalca. in Mexico, which fai 
tuf o a ppro x i M atca that of the Tacrad 
Hiir of Atlaacia. Bcntioaad by Plato, 
aad wbick oras tbc p c o e o t yp a of both 
tba Egypeioa nd Mayxa foran. let 
bare tbe Amllliam. aa tbc 



THE SUinCSM KlfPTRX 



ts 



ha4 «ncbt tbcM t* 4a. wonhipfad 
tWir f ikit foda aad pirfcinaad tkc ka> 
■■a meriAof they tboofte oeceemry 
tm ipf tbcta. Aad it wma bare. tao. 
if I M aa« Mtatakaa. that — ' 
taddffity kis vibratary diacaaraa waa 
brokca fasta by a aharp atfaal f roaa the 

**P ar doa iatetraptioa I Honp backi 
Wc art attacked r ^ 

At thia, the trio ataad ri(id. 
*Xaptaia Prteracn I Captain Peter- 
aeaP Larry heard the prafeaaar call 
-Speak opt Otee dctailal What kaa 
happeoedr 

Bat an oeninoaa tiieace ct****d the 
^aery. 

Aaather aaoneat they ataad theta, 
tharaaghiy diaaaayed mom. Thca caaae 
the prafeaaar'a awift canmaad: 
-FoUaw ae— qoickJyr 
He waa already ia aeotioa; retracing 
hia atepe aa (aet aa hie balky aait would 
peradt Bat aa he raoaded the earner 
of the pyraaaid. they aaw hia peuac. 
ataad muring. And aa they drew op. 
they in tarn paneed; atoad atariaic. too. 

With ainkiac hearty they aaw that 
the Menid waa (ooe. 

S TUNNED by thia diaaater, they 
atood iacinf one another — three 
lone *»«’—«" beinci. on the bottom of 
the Atlantic ocean, their aole meana of 
aalemtioo fonc. 

Profcaaor Sterena waa the 6ret to 
apeak. 

"Thia ia nabclierable P be aaid. 'I 
caniMt credit it. Wc aaoat haee loot 
oar acnoea." 

~Or oar bcarin(ar added Diane, 
more hope fu lly. "Sappooe wc look 
aroond the ocher aide.- 

Aa for Larry, a darker aaap ici oo 
Saahed throo|h hia . mind. Captain 
Pcteraeal Had be aeiaed hia oppoe- 
tnnity and led the crew to motiay. in 
the hope of co nT crti nf the expedition 
into a treaaure hunt? Waa that the 
reaaon be had bee n to wiUinf to re- 
amin behkadf 

He kept hia aoapi ci o n to hhnoelf. 
howrrer, and accoaapanied Diane and 



her father on a complete cirenit of Iho 
pyramid; bat. aa be feared, there waa 
no ai^ of the Nereid anywhere. The 
craft bad raniahed aa completely aa 
thoo(h the ocean floor bad opened and 
awallowcd her ap. 

Bat no. not aa completely aa that I 
Foe preaently the profcaaor, who bad 
pro ce eded to the aite where they left 
the craft rcotinf on the aand, called 
oat excitedly: 

-Here come herd There arc tracksi 
Captain Peteracn waa rifht I They 
were attackedP 

Hnrryinf to the acenc. they aaw be- 
fore them the plain erideocaa of a 
atrufflc. The ocean bottom waa 
aesfled and atamped, aa thoofh by 
aaany feet, and a clear trail _abowed 
where the craft bad finally been 
draffcd away. 

Obeiooaly there waa bot one thinf to 
do and they did it. After a bhef con- 
ference. th^ turned and followed the 
traiL t 

I T led off oeer the plateau a quarter 
mile or more, ia an tnaf ar d dircc- 
tMO, terminatiaf at lenfth beaide one 
of the mBaller pyramida— and there lay 
the Nereid, apparently unharmed. 

Bat her li(bcs were oat and there 
came no anawer to their repeated calla. 
ao they jodeed the moat empty. 

What had happened to Captain 
Peteracn and hia crawl Wbat atranfc 
aub-eea enemy had oa cr c o ea e them? 
Wbat araa now their fate? 

Unanswerable qaeo ti o n I Bat one 
thinf waa certaip. Larry hod oaa- 
judfed the captain ia auapectiaf him 
of motiny. He waa sorry for thia and 
rc aolT c d be would make amends by do- 
inf all ia hia p ow er to reocue him and 
his OKS. if they were atill liainf. 

Meanwhile hia own ptiffat, and that 
of Diane and her fathn, waa cridcaL 
What waa to be done? 

Soddenly, aa all three stood there de- 
batiaf that quesdon. Prof ta iar Strrcaa 
attcred aa exclamation and strode to- 
ward the pyramid FoUowiaf him 
with their eyca, they aaw him pom 



ASTOUNOmO tTOUBS 



Ml tptttmrt wbcr« a b«(« black 
of atooc bad bc«a diapUccd— and dja- 
appear wttbia. 

Tbc Dcxt M OMC O t tb«7 bad >otaed 
ki*. to bad tbrmaf Kca in a aoaall 6 eod> 
cd rhiwibrr at wboae far cod a aarrocv 
gallery aloped upward at a aharp angle. 

Tbc Aooc and walla were tiled, they 
noted, and abowed aooc of tbc corro- 
aioo'of the caterioe aurfacea. Indeed, 
ao tBMocuUte waa tbc roooa that it 
might bare' been occupied but peatcr* 
day. 

. Aa tbey atood gartag around ia woo* 
der. ocarcely daring to draw tbc natu- 
ral iafcreocca of tbia pbeoocaena. tbcrc 
caste a raaptag aouad. and. tnmiag to- 
ward tbc etuxaace. tbey aaw a maaaiec 
acetioo of oiaaonry dcacend anugly into 
place. 

Tbey were trapped I 

S TANDING tbcrc tenae. apeccblcaa. 

tbey waited, woodcriag wbat 
would be tbc neat more of tbia atrangc 
enemy who held tbcm now ao aurcly 
ia bia power. 

Nor bad tbey loeg to wait. 

Almoet immediately, tbcrc iaaucd a 
gurgling aouad from tbc inclined gal- 
lery. and tumiag tbeir eyca in tbc di- 
rectioo of tbia new pbe^omena. tbey 
aaw that tbc water le^l waa receding, 
aa though under preaaurc from ahorc. 

~Stngularr muttered Profeaoor Stee- 
cna. “A aort of pnmitiee lock. It 
acema incredible that biiman creaturea 
could eaiat down here, but aucb ap- 
peara to be tbc caac ** 

Larry bad no dcairc to diaputc tbe\ 
aaaiitnptioc. nor bad Diane. Tbey 
atood tbcrc aa people ought is tbc im- 
minence of tbc aupcrnatural. awaiting 
tbey knew dot .Mbat. 

Sariftly tbc water receded. 

Now it waa ocarcely up to tbeir 
waiata. now plaabing about tbeir an- 
klea. and now the room waa esipty. ! 

Tbc neat moment, there aounded a I 
ruab of feet — and down tbc gallery \ 
casw a twarm of tbc atrangeat beinga 
Miy of them bad erer aeen 

Tbey were Ibort. tbin^alsioot cmaci- 



atod. with pale, pinebed facea and 
poaty. ball-naked bodic n . Mnt tbey 
ihiniaMii d witb oenamenta of gold and 
)odc. bke aomc atrangc peincao from 
tbc realm of Neptune— or ratbar. Uka 
Artec cbicftaina of tbc daya of Cortca. 
thought Lany. 

Blinking ia tbc glare of tbc acorcb- 
ligbta, tbey clasiered around tbeir cap- 
UTcaw touching tbeir prea o ur e-ouita hnlf 
in awe and ebattenng among tbeua- 
acWca. 

T hen one of tbcao. larger and more 
regally clad than tbc rcat. atepped 
op and gcatured toward tbc balcony. 

’'They obeioualy deairc uo to 
pany them above.* aaid tbc 
‘'and 9uiw aa otmoualy we have bttic 
choice ia tbc aaatter. ao I auggeat we 
do ao.* 

'Check P aaid Larry. 

*And double-cbeckr added Diane. 
So tbey atarted up. preceded by a 
handful of tbeir captoea and followed 
by tbc main party. 

Tbc gallery a cc^ d to be leading t^ 
ward tbc center of the pyraaud. but 
after a hundred feet oe ao it turned and 
continned up at a right angle, turning 
Mwice more before tbey arrrecd at 
length in another atone chamber, amall- 
er than the one below. 

Here tbeir guidea pauaed and waited 
for tbc main party. 

There followed another conference, 
whereupon tbeir leader atepped up 
agaia. indicating tbia time t^t tbey 
were to reawre tbeir auita 
At tbia. Proftmor Steecna balked. 
*It ia auici^r be declared. *Tbc 
to wfaicb tbey arc accuatoaaed bert 
doubtleea^ many tunea our owa 
preaaurc.* 

But I don't ace that tbcrc'a anything 
to do about k.* aaid Larry, aa tbeir 
captora danced about them menacing- 
ly. ~I for one mil take a chance P 
And before tbey could Mop them, be 
had prcaaed tbc rdcaae-ealec. emitting 
tbc air from bia amt alowly. at brat. 
tWn more and aMt* rapidly, aa no UJ 
cifecta acemed to reault.' 



THX tUVKZM BMratB 
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FhMUy, liac^ 4c«M*d 

aatt. k« w t yf bcl«r« Umm ia kia 
docket calliaf witk a anik: 
“Cornt oa eat. fetka— eke air*a kacT 



T his ataicBcat waa aoaarwkat ef^ 
aa aaacfcrattoa. aa tkc air eawh 
Saak aad kad. Bat at kaat it waa 
krtatkakU, aa Dtaaa aad kcr fatker 
fa<Md arkaa tkry caargad freaa tketr 

TW7 Siacoa art d. fankwiai. aev 
tkat tkair iaakligkii ware aa toJgar 
e^aratiag, tkat a faiat ilkaaaaatiaa kt 

MtalJ cryataJ )ara aaayraiitd fraB tkc 
valla: aenc aen »4 pkeapkoraaccacc. 

aa i S anO y. 

Pace agaia tkc Itadrr of tkc 
tkfeag Mapped »p ta tkea 

karkanc tea fee, aad. ta tketr 
kc replied ia vaeda ap- 
ka k^ak aylliklaa 
'’Wky. daddy r gaapad Diaac. 'Hov 
caa yea talk ta km?' 

~Siapty cooagk.* waa tkc reply. 
*Tkcy apeak a Uagtiacc arkick 
to kc akaat eaa tkird Baaqae. 1 
oddly witk Greek. It Merely 
■aockcr kypetkcait of Mtac, aoMcly, 
''tkat tkc Atlaataoa iadarnrt raackad 
caatward to tkc P y icacca faint aiaa 
aad tkc HcUcaic prtitnanla. aa well aa 
ta Keypt.' 





W HKBEUPON kc taraad aad 
caatianed kia toar er e at too. 
kaltiacly it ia trac aad erttk aaay gca- 
narccL bM aadtrMandably Dceertkclcoa. 

~I bare raccteed coaaidrreMc ca- 
lifkictitfit aa to tkc aayatcry of tkia 
ktraage auakca Mtpirc.~ kc report e d, 
taraiag back ta tkes at Icegtk. 'It ia 
a atagttlar Mory tkia creature tcilai of 
kaar kia coavtry aaak aloviy bcaeatk 
tkc v a aca. dariag tkc caarec of cca- 
tariaaw aad of kov kia aaccatora adapt- 
ed tkcMocieca by degreea to tkc prcacot 
caaditinaa 1 tkall report it to you 
beck, ia detail, erkca tiMC aJorda. Bat 
tkc Maia tkiag now m tkat a Maa ataai- 
lar to oamchrea kaa c o wn a crcd tkeir 



c a a atr y aad act hdawatf ap aa aMpaaae. 
It ia to kaai ere are akaat ta ka takaa.* 

'Bat It da tan ‘t acaa poaaaklar aa- 
fliiMcd Diaaa. 'Wky, kov coald ka 
kave got down kcre T" 

'la a craft waiilar to oar ova. ao- 
cordiag to tkia creature. Haaeaa 
kaowa trkat it ia we arc about ta focal 
But wkatrrer it ia. we trill face It 
br a r e ly.** 

'Ck^ Md dooMc-ckack r am4 
Larry, witk a glaacc toward Oiaac tkat 
told kcr tkc would aat Sad kin waac- 
iag. 

Tkey were aet dcatiacd to Mart tkc 
teat |uot tkca. kow r ra r . far |uat at 
tkat Boawat a coanar ia krtcck cleat 
aad aandtii daakod up tkc gallery aad 
buret iato tkc moai. bcanag ia kia 
rigkt kaad a tkia oquarc of airtil 

Bowiag. kc kaaded it to tkc leader 
of tkc pigwy throng, wttk tkc awed 
word: 

'CaStnr 

At tkia, Prafcaaar Siceeaa gore a 
atart. 

'A aireaagc froM tknr kigk pnaataf" 
kc wkiapcrad. 

Wbatceer it coataiacd. tkc cBoct 
prodocod aa tkc re a d er wea profaaad. 
Facing kia roaipaniaaa. kc addrcaaad 
tkren graeely. Tkca. turaiag tram tkc 
roon^ kc rnenmendiit tkc capttrea to 
follow. 



T HK way led back d o w n tkc ia- 
cliacd ^Wty to a pocat wbere aa- 
otker door now M ood opca. tkca aa 
down aacil ieully tkc paaaagc Ireelad 
oat iato a long, atraigkt tnaacL 

Tkia tkry trae er ecd for fully a Mile, 
entenag at length a large, a^uare ckaM- 
ber where far a aio w tnt tkry pnuacd. 

'1 lodge we are now m tkc bane of 
the large pyraMtd.' the profaaaar 
roiced ta aa uadcrtoac. 'It would 
aaturmlly be tkc abode of tkc high 
pricata.' 

'But wbat do you eoppoac they waat 
antk maK aaked Diaac. 

*Tkat I an aet diapoacd to coo|ac> 
tare.' waa kcr fatker'e reply. 

But tkc note of aaaicty in kia ralci 



M 



ArrouKDOfo srouxs 



«W few rMasHHafty. 

How tWix cipwr» W4 tWa fnm tkt 
rwom tkr««(k a Mall door ay mitig oo 
OAotWr iHcliard gallery, wteoc turaa 
tWy followed MUl all were o«t of 
brrotk froa tkc cliak. 

It coded afaropcly o« a akort. level 
corridor witk aperturce to left and 
ngkt. 

loco tkc latter tkry trrrc led. fcnding 
tkroMflrca a a grotroqucly fomiaked 
rooa. lit dimly by pkoepkor rocent 
loeipe 

Swiftly tke leader addrraoed Pro- 
freoor Stevcoa Tkca all withdrew. 
Tkc aperture wm clooed by a aliding 
block of atooc. 

F or a ■o ae ot they atood tkere ai- 
leot. atraiaiM tkeir eyca is tkc 
gloom to detect &c detaila of tkeir 
ao rr otmdioga. wkick meJuded aevcral 
conooa ckaira and a aomber of omt- 
tmga l ei ewB oo tke tiled floor. 

'Wkat did ke aayr aaked Oiaoe at 
leogtk. ia a tr e m u lo u a voice. 

~Hc aaid we anil remvo kcre fee 
tke aigkt.'’ ker fatker replied. ~aad 
will be taken before tke kigk prieata 
at dawn.' 

**At dawnP eaclaimed Larry. 'How 
tkc deuce do tkey know wken it ia 
dawn, down barer* 

'By tkeir calendars, wkick tkey have 
kept accurately.' waa tke aaewer. 'But 
tkere arc many otker queatiooa yoo 
moot botk want to aak. ao 1 akall anti- 
cipate tkem by tellmg you now wkat 
1 bare been abie to learn. Soppoac we 
krat ait down, kowrecr. 1 fee one am 
weary.' 

Whereupon tkey drew op three of 
tkoo e cunoua ckaira of aonac bcaey 
wood carved with tkc kideoua flgurca 
of tkia atrangc people 'a ancient goda. 
and Prof r aoo r Strvena began. 

T heir aonken empire, aa kc bad 
aurmiaed. had indocd been tke 
great laland of Antillia and a colony 
il Atlantia A aerica of cartkquakea' 
and tidal waeca auck aa cngifHcd tkeir 



and tke rari^rtil arcka'aolagiral data 
of tke flnal aubmergenci n^ety. 300 
B. C.— waa appeoaimotrly coerocl. 

But long before tkia uhimati cot- 
aatropke. tkc bulk of tke diakenrtencd 
population had migrated to Caneeal and 
South America, fou n d in g tkc Mayan 
and Incan dynaatlca. Many of tke 
faithful had acayed on. koweee e . amnng 
them moot of tk^p*^*'* ** p r it o t fc 
who either were lootk to leave tkeir 
templea or had been ordered by tkeir 
goda to remain. 

At any rate, tkey had remained, and 
aa tkc great laland tank low er and 
lower, tkey kad foettked tkrmoelvta 
againat tkc diaboter in tkeir yyramifa. 
which by then alone rrnmiaad above 
tkc aurfacc. 

Tkcoc. ton. kad gradnally diaap- 
pcared beneath tkc angry watery how- 
ever, and ^tk them had dimppmrad 
tke atoodfaot peicota and tkeir faitkfal 
followera. aealiag tkeir lrvia^( tomka 
into air-tigkt bcll->ar8 that retained tke 
atmoopkcrc. 

Tkia tkey kad onpplcmcntod at keat 
by drawing h down from above, bat aa 
time went by tkey found other meaae 
of getting air; catracting it from tke 
tea water under preaaure. by ntilteing 
tkeir aubtcrrancaa volraeiora, in wkooc 
aecthing cauldrona tkc goda kad placed 
tkeu eahration : and it waa tkia peoccaa 
that now provided them with tke M- 
m oapb e re wkick kad ao amared tkeir 
captivea. 

But naturally, lack of annekine kad 
produced aerioua degeneration ia tkeir 
race, and that accounted foe ‘tkeir 
diminotivc forma and pole bodi ea . 
Still, they kad been able to aurvive 
witk a degree of.kgpptncm until aoanc 
ten or a doeen ycara ago. when a 
atrange enemy kad come down ia a 
great awtal k^ like that of tkcoc aew 
atraagera. and with a handful of mm 
kad conquered tkeir country. 

Tkia marauder waa alter tketr gold 
and had looted tketr tcmplco rutklcoo- 
ly. carrying away ita treoanreo. foe 
wkick they bated him witk a fury that 
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mij riahti— •< tWr aacrcd 

4«nk* cmM tomm. L— f «co tWy 
wid kav« 4cacr«y«4 hM. bat for th« 
fact tbct be y iMwitd Umbie wcopoM 
trtueb were uapoMiMe M tJLtmX. Bat 
««rc ia MooMcrukf rtbeUioa M»d 
waited Mkly tbc aapport ol tbeir (od«. 
wbea tWy wda l d tolJ «■ tkia gy pri — o f 
•od bwl bM o4l. 

TWt. tboafb it left aMey tbiafa a»- 
eaplttited. WM ell tbe peofcaeec baifl 
bee* able te getbee frote bia cewretea- 
ttea wttb tbc lead er of tbetr captere 
He coded, adaaitnag regretimUy tbat 
be waa ooU la igooreoce of wbat (ate 
bad befallco Captata Peteraca aad tbc 
crew of tbc 



*'OKBHAPS tbM fellow io tbc 
X^atber aoboearukc baa get 



coggeated Larry. 

'Bat wby weeca't we tebca te bi& 
tear* aaked Diaae. "Wbat da yoa oop- 



paac they woot omb oa. aayway. 
daddyr 



Tbat, tey dace, aa I taM yaa before.' 
repbad bee fatbor. *1 aoa aot diapoatd 
•a laajactgfe. Tioac will rroeal It. 



Moaawbilc. we caa aaly wait.' 

Aa bafaee. tbera waa a aote a< a^a- 
iety la bia oaiti aat loai aa ettber af 
tbem. Aad aa far Larry, tboogk be 
kaew bat Itttie af tboac aid rcUgteaa. 
be kaew eaoogb aa raaliae tbat tbetr 
altara aftea raa wttb tbc blood af tbetr 



capcrocc^ aad be abadd rr ad 

Witb tbcac grite tbaogbta b e tw een 
tbeoa. tbe tria fell atleat. 

A ai lca c e tbat waa latcrraptad prea* 
catly by tbc artrraJ af a aatrrc baanag 
a tray beaped antb atraage food. 

Bowing, be placed it before tbeae and 
deported. 

'Upaa raaMtaatioa. tbr ncaJ proved 

of atcaated dab. aat oapalatable bat 
ratber raak aad toogb. Tbcire were 
aeeeral rarienaa of foagon too. More 
or leaa riafbliag ■uehrootea aad 
f aobt lt aa grawa ia aonc aaaleaa gar- 
dea of tbe^pyraaeid- 

Tbaoe aruciea, to g ttber witb a ptteb- 
er of good water tbat bad oboioaaly 



bora dieeillad (row tbe aoa. cootpeioad 
tbftf wtaL aad tboogb it waa far fraai 
apprtiaiag, tbry ate it. 

But aoae af tbc tbr re alept tbat 
aigbt. tbaogb Diaac do t e d o# fae a 
few laiaatea oacc ar twice, far tbeir 
apprcbeaaioa of wbat tbc dawn aagbl 
b^ tende it laipoaaibir. ta aay nothing 
of tbe clooeaeaa of tbc air ia tbat wia> 
dowleaa aubterroaean rvoac 

Slowly, woaniy. tbe baura draggad 

br- 

At Icagtb tbe nactre arba bad brooglM 
tbeir food ctmt again. Tbia uaw be 

'He eaya are arc now te be taken 
befare tbe bigb pr i eeea^* Profeoaar 
Strtreaa traaalatad fae tbwn 

AlBoat witb relief, tboogb tbeir 
(ncea were grave, tbey aieppcd oat iMa 
tbc cact i da e . arbcie an ear art waited. 

F lVX ■fttatea later, alter p r acaad 
ang along aa iar liaad galitry tbat 
wniMif rver opwmrd, tbry w er t oaberad 
iate a vaal vaaJted ebaaber lit nritb a 

gleaoaiag wttb idola af gold aad ativar. 
> ew e la Saabing-fraaa tbeir ryea. 

High fat tbe daac bang a great gold- 
en diac. r epce a eatiag tbe aoa. At tbe 
far ead. above a aarblc ahar. c ailed a 
dragoa with tooka of ivory aad aratea 
of >ade. ita eyca two loatroaa p aar i a 
And all about the route throagad 
"pricota la fantaatic hcad-drcaa aad laag 
white robea. woven tbroogh elaboroee- 
ty with throade of yellow aad green. 

At the ippearaace of the captiveec a 
■unaar like a clteat rooc ia the atill 
air. Soateocte touch ed a brand to the- 
altar aad ihoTc waa a Saab of Satec. 
follow e d by a thta rnlaain af nankt 
tbat epi ra l e d alowty upward. 

Mow oaa ol the peiceea atepped oat 
— the Buprctec eac anrng tkite, te 
judge Irate the aaagaiScence of hla 
robe— aad addrcaaed the trio, epee king 
•lowly, rkythteirilly. v' 

Ae hie atraage. aoaoroua d i acoarae 
coatiaoed. Profcaaor Stevena grew 
viaibty perturbed. Hia beard t arii c bad 
aad be ahiitcd anteaily an bia face 



ArrouiTDiJio rrosns 



F inally tw cr— ^ 

Um prolcMor r«pli«4 t* K, bricAy. 
TWa b« tw*«4 grrrc ey«* oo Larry 
wkd Diaa*. 

~Wkat U itr> aakrd tW Utter, 
■c r ro w aly. '’What did th« pricat aay, 
daddyr 

H«r father f oaaidrrcd. before reply* 

*YfaruraJ)y, 1 did sot father rvery* 
thi«f.~ «aa hta alow reply, ^mt I fatJh- 
ered auftcieat to uoderataad what U 
afoot. Pirot. howrrer. let mt eapUia 
that the draf OB yo« ace oeer there rey- 
rcaeata their deity TUloc. fod of the 
aea. la OMec happy circunataacea. it 
watald be iatercatiBf to note that the 
Baaae ia ideatified with the Mayan fod 
of the aaoM ^Iitbc" 

He pawacd. aa thoufh loath to go os. 
then coBtuMied : — ' 

**At aay rate, t^ Aatilliaaa have 
worahipp^ TUloc peiacipally. aiace 
their aaa god failed theta. They be- 
liere he dragged down their espire ia 
hia mghty cotU. throagh aagrr with 
theak and anil raiae it ap again if 
app e aoed. Therefore they propoae to- 
day to—" 

"Daddy f" cried Diaae. ahrtakiag 
back ia horror, whiW a chill went op 
Larry'a epiac- "Yoa tan — Mean 
that—* 

"1 Mean, aay poor child, that we are 
ahoat to be aacriheed to the dragon 
god of the Aaulliaaa." 

T he worda were ao ate than ot- 
tered. when with a weird chant the 
Cahiri cloacd ia oa their eictta and 
* led thcM with aoleti cercaMaial to- 
ward the altar. 

la earn did Profeaaoe hteeeaa pro- . 
tcoL Their dcciaioa had beta aiade 
and waa ureeocahlc. TUloc oaiet be 
appeaaed Lo. rrca now he roared foe 
the odertngl 

They poiatcd to the dragon. fro« 
whoec aootrtU aaddealy l aau e d hitng 
apurts of flame 

Larry fioarif ia diagiiai at the cheap 
hoc o a po c ua of it — but the next ow- 
. aaeat a more eio lca t eoaoeioa ewept 



oeer -him aa he aaw Diaae aciaod and 

boriM ewiftly to that loothiaomi ahriae. 

But erea aa he loagad foeward. the 
peofraaor reached hU dooghter'a aide. 
Throwing himaelf ia front of her, he 
begged them to apart her, to aacriflea 
him laateod. 

The aaower of the prieota rraa a blow 
that knocked the grayheard acaaclcaaw 
aad lifting Diaae ap. half-ewooaiag. 
they floag her opoa the altar. 

'Mr. Hoaterl Lanyr came her d«- 
apainag cry. 

She acrogglcd op aad foe a aaamaat 
her bloc eyea opeaied. met hia baaerck- 
iagly. 

That waa enough — that aad that do- 

apainag cry, "Larry f" 

With the atreagth of freaay. he flung 
ofl hia captor*, ntahod to her aid. hi* 
hard 6aca flailing. 

The pigmic* wciM down ia hia path 
like graia befaee the acythe. Raochlag 
the ahar. he aeued the 'pricat whoa* 
knife waa already opeatatd. and. liftiag 
him bodily, flung him foil iato the ogty 
aaout of that mnetiag dragon. 

Then, a* a wail of diamay raae from 
the Cahiri. at thu auprimt mcriWge. ha 
aeired the nao'uncoaaciaaa Diaae aad 
retraatad ortth her toward the daae. 

B ut there apeara barred hi* eacape; 

aad now. r a c o e ae ad from the 
ahock of thia fcarfol aflraat to their 
god. the peieots atarted towardhha. 

Standing at hay. with that limp, ten- 
der burden ia hi* armn Larty awaited 
the end. «- 

Aa the maddened horde drew naar. 
ahe atirred. lifted her pale face and 
anuled. her eye* atill abut. 

"Oh. Larry r 
"Dian«r 

"You aared me. 1 won't forget." 
Then, the aaaile atill Imgenag. ahe 
alipped once more into merciful ah- 
Ueioa. aad aa Larry held her clone to 
hu heart, a new warmth kindled there. 

But bitteraem burned ia hi* heart, 
too. He had aared her — woa her lore, 
perhapa o nl y to loan her. It waaa't 
fair I Waa there no way outl 



THX suman svratx 



TW ftUm u wwr* tlma mw, tka^ 
pmtf lacM UtriBg wick kttta — »i ri - 
pmimm mt iWir r«vt«c«. wkia m66 rm - 
iy. from doom tW goJItrj — t i ida tkai 
t««r4«4 4o«r. catmt tkc akarp craak ot 
am cap l aaio*. foUoa n d kp ikauti aad 
tka r«ak of feat. 

At tka aewA tka prlaata rrf kltd. 
•ad backward fata tka raa« aad fall 
■taaataf bafara tkatr idaK wkila tka 
^aakkif goarda a tr aaa fra—i rally la 
claaa tka daor. 



B ut bafara tkay caald da aa. la 
karat a Mf doaaa braway wilara 
la faraifa Mifara^ baariaf la ckair 
kaada litaU bteck ba»a tkat laabad 
aaaplrtaaaly Uka cyaaadta. Ubiatiat 
la a taa^ai Larry oaald mot dtatlafalak 
akaai tka ayroar, tkay a diaa c ad ayaa 
tka ratraatiai( gnarda aad y r lt ata. 

Tkaa. wkaa all w are kardad la tka 
far caraar af tka raaa. tkr aaiidra 




"Wattr crlad Larry, rkiaktag af 





"Backr akiatif aaa af tka aailara. 
■bariag tkaa tkraagk tka daor. 

Tka laai glMyaa Larry bad af tkat 
fatclal raaaa war tka korda of yriaau 
aad gaarda baddlad bafara tkalr ahar. 
oatcaa Uitad la aayylicatloa ta tkat 
kidto a a dragaa gad. 

Tkaa laaaad a aartaa af bHadtag 
•aakaa fallo’^ad ky dcafaalag axyla- 
aloM. aia^lad witk akrtaka af aagatak. 

licbaaif. ka aiaad tkara. aa tka ra- 
a ar k ara tioaa dtad away. 



P RESENTLY, wkaa h waa ytaki 
aa fvrtkrr aa t aa ea waaVd coma 
fraaa tkat Maatad taaiylt. tkrir raaca- 
ara lad tka iria back dawa tkoaa wiad- 

iag gallanaa aad tkraagk tkat laag. 



atralgki taaaal ka tka aaBallar yycaaaM. 
Rrafaaaar ktrraaa had ta c aaa r a d cow- 

walk. with Larry*a aid. tkoagh a ■ataod 
clot af blood abaci kM left ear akawad 



Tka way, after raaebing tka awaUar 
yyraMiil. lad ay tkoaa atkar gaOcrioa 
tkry kad aioatad tka algki bafara. 

Tkia ttaaa. aaf laktifly, tkay ware 
ta ba taken bafara tkat Mjaf luaa 

U*^*rLi^af^tlLt aaditacaf Waald 
M bat ykaaga tkaM fraaa the fryiag 
yaa iaaa tka kra. aaadrrif Larry, or 
waald It maam thatr aalvaclaaf 

Aayway, ka caacladaA aa fata ciaalf 
ba waraa tkaa tka kldaaaa oma tkay 
bad jaai aacayod. Eat If only Otawr 
caald ba ayar^ fartkar aagaliki 
Ha glaarod at bar fondly, aa tkay 
walked alang. and aka iiiaiaif Uw 



Now tka way lad Into a akart. local 

twa aaclara aritk ridaa. Tkay yraaantad 

•ang ayan tka door. 

. Aa ka at ry ytf inalda. Larry bk^ad 
In tammaamamt, far ka waa g r iiti f ky 

aloctrtc ligkta la eraate cl aata r ^ rick- 
ly c ary at ad daar^ walla kaag art* 

and. baaidr a aiaa^i daak. ataad mt 
laayaaing piraeaagi la foraiga aocal 
aatfoTM oil high raak. atraagaly fa- 
■Uiar. atraagaly riiaiaciat of war 

daya. 

Bcaa bafara tka wm ayoka. ka Ma 
gattaral BagUak. tka aaiyicloa tkaaa 
aatlora bad aroaaod rryatalliaad lyaU. 



REBTINOS. t T- — Md 

\jr tka kttle lady.* *- f tkate 

beat, arttk kaacy aSakiUty. *1 aaa tkat 

Aattlliaaa arc a tncky lot. I anal 
ayologlaa for tbrni my auk>c«ta.' 

Tka laai word waa yeonntwead with 

KAtiUAf COtttCSpC. 

~Wa ratara graattagar acid Pra- 
faaaor Stacaaa. “To wkoa^ 1 



AtTOOITDIMO rrocxxs 



w* m4 Ckc h«Mv 

ml iMa teMrriavr 

Larry «aiW. Tha aM graj^aard waa 
■r «a Ua farm, all rigtel 
”Ta« ma lidriiiiag Harr Ralf aaa 
UDricK' tW iamtad Ciirmaa raybadL 
addiag gaaiiltyi ■rniaarrailir af atM 
ad Hia Tf mil Ma j aary'r aapcr-aob- 
aaariaaa danag tW lata war aad at 
yr aa r a t Em^ar^ af AatiUta.' 

Ta wkick tW yralrrrar rryfiad arttk 
digaHy tkat ka waa graatly koaarrd ta 
maka tka traaaiidant « af aa caatead a 



tka craft kad aaaagad ta witkataad Ika 
yraraari arid tkay kad kaaa akta ta ra> 
fair tka damaga. UmfiMg kama aritk a 

far tka ra p rn a aca. 

Tka leak rryairtd aad tka kail far- 
tkar atrcagtkaaadL ka kad act aal again 
Bat wkaa id m*d-Atiaati< tka Armii 
bca kad camr. tmd ratker tkaa rctara 
ta a dafcaiad r aaariy. aab| act foaaiWy 
ta AU*ad rcTcaga, ka kad fcraaadad kia 
craw ta raaaaio owt and lai tkatr craft 



laaradaca kaaaalf and party. Bat Van 
UUrtck ckackad ktm witk a Mila. 

Tka diahagaiakrd Prof ta aor ttrrana 
and hia rkaranag daogktar naad na 
Intradnctian. aa tkay arc alr ea dy fandL 
lar tn ma Tkraafk tka Amrriraa prcaa 
nad radia.’ ka aaid. *Wkila aa far 
Mr. Hanaar. yanr Captain Fttaraca kaa 
alraady made aae aripiaiatad arttk kia 




Tkaa then my captaia and craw 
ara aafaf* aakad tka p r a fe aao r , eagerly. 

~Qmta.‘ Van UUrick aaanred kkn. 
Tan wiU be taken ta tkam 
Bn* drat tkere are mm ar twa little 
tkiaga yaa waald Uka explained— yea f 
Tkan 1 akall pot ta yaa a prapoaal. 
akicb if acceptable will gaaraatea yaar 
aafe da part are frem aay adopted cean 

*nr' 

Wkareapon tke CemMa traced brief- 
ly tka erents Imding ap ta tk* preaent. 



D UBINO tke laat xMiKka af tke 
war. ka kad bean placed in com- 
mand af a ip ect al U-boat kaawa aa tke 
*— y» «t y akip~— deatgaed ta reaiat 
d ap tk- e ba r gee and caabodyutg many 
atker imtoeatiMii. aMcc af tkem grow- 
ing ant af kia owa cxpertence wuk 
aarliir aaboMrinea. 

One day. wkila cmiautg od tke Went 
Indian in wail for aome lacklem augar 
boat, ke kad been aorprtacd by a de- 
at r aye r and farced ta aabmerge aa and- 
danly tkal kM dicing gear bad >ammcd 



Wkat fallowad tkan. tkoagk Van 
UUrick amahed it m pdlita wnrda. waa 
a atory af piracy, natal tkay fonad by 
degrcea tkat tkere waa am re gold an 
tka battam af tka ician tkan tka lap: 
and fram tkm m tke dmeaeery af tka 
an nk e n empire wkare kc aaw kcld 
reign waa bin a atap. 

Tkcy kad tkaagkt at drat tkay were 

ing poapla tkere. kad anatly can^nered 
tkcan tkangk mling tk em ka admittadL 

yentarday. erkan tke prieaia kad inter- 
fered witk kia ardara an^ carried kia 
tkree ckiaf capcrvca o0 tp patriici 
~Wkere new. knt pan weald 

ke food for tbeir godaC ka ended 
'And if yan da ant knd ady kaaptmlity 
aHogetker ta yanr likmg, frianda. m- 
maaeker tkat yan came aainritad. In 
fact, if yan eriU reenU. yan came de- 
aptte aay explicit warning P 

B ut aince tkay were kare. kc told 
tkem tkcy migkt be willing la 
repay kia goad tnm with another. 

Wkcreapee Van UUrick lanncbH 
inta kia prapoaaL wkick wm tkat Fra- 
feaaor Steam place tke Afcrcid at kia 
diepooal far rimting tka deptka at tkr 
foot af tke p l aeea a . wh er e lay tke car- 
tel af tka empire, ka aaid a mngam- 
cant aMtropolia bnawa aa tke City af 
tka San and modeled after tke great 
Atlantean capital, the City af tke Ool- 
den Catea. and tke dapaoitary af a 
treaanrr. tke greedy German be b e e ad. 
tkat waa tke ranaom af tke world. 



TICS ttnnoEM inraut 
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TW » frwMdL m4 tm • 

■oaMBt Larry tWwg%> k« wm g«te( 
t* nmim4 tkcir koa* tkat tkia waa mt* 
a trtmmmrt kmM. 

~Wkj.“ W aak«^ inarrad. “da'y** 
•aa aar yoar ova wihaaanar foa tka 
yaryaaar 

'Bacaaaa for oar tktac, akc will aot 
ataad tkr prwaart. aor will oar oaita." 
vaa tkr royty. ~Aad for aaotkrr, aka 
U al r aa dy ladrti wiak trtaaarr. roody 
for aa— rr — forced akd i ca d oa P vttk a 
aardoaac Uafk. 

^Tkaa kart yaa aor moafk fold al* 
ready ^ 

'For mjmU. yaa. Bat tkerr ora aay 
ara.- yaa a r o a n d aaa vko koor 
glamfmd tkr trcaourta of tkr cartk arr 
aor aaatly aotiaitd. Pr a ft aacr. Bat 
kora ao foar. Yoa akall acroafoay aa. 
aad. ky yaar aid. akal/ pay yaar oara 

. ra 



V ON ULXJUCH aMdr ao acatioa 
ol tka aNa r aot i o r . ia caor tkr aid 
waa rtfaaad. kat tkr oaaiaoaa kfki 
Larry caafkl ia kia cold ftay ryoa 
afo k r aa ctoarfy aa worda 
So^ Nari tkrn waa aotkiaf alar to 
dok. Ftofraaor Btrrraa afrard. 

Wkrraapaa tkr aadi ra c r mnanatad 
aad tkay apart lad froM tkr pcearacr 
of tkia arrofaat OrrMon to aaor hrf 
aportpacat. akrra tkry vara to wart 
Coptaia Par r ra ao aad tkr trtw of tkr 
Nrraad. 

Aa tkry procrrdrd toward it. uadrr 
fword. Lorry woodt r rd wky Voo UU- 
rick kod raao trooblrd to makr tkr ra- 
qwcot. wkaa ka keid it ia hia p ow ar to 
taka tka craft aayway. 

Bot after tkr krar )oyfaJ okooMat of 
rraaiaw. it araa a w y a tar y oo toofar. 
(or Capraia P a t r r a ea reported tkat ta»- 
wrdiaariy upoa tkrir capture, tkr coaa- 
MMder of tkr U-koot kad triad to forcr 
kia to raoaaj tkr operatioa of tka 
Hrrtid. kat tkat ka kad ateodfaarly ra- 
faaed. area tkoafk tkraotaoed aritk 

iPCtSfY. 

Aad ta tkink. it caaaa ta Larry aritk 
a acw twiafa of akaaa. tkat ka kad 
away acted tkia fallaat aaa of ■atiayl 



T hat aory ■ora^c. Friiod 
aor ttreiaa aad kla party wato adl 
earkanfiof axpariaakcaa wick Caydaia 
Pe t e r aaa aad tka aaawkara af tko crow. 
Voa UUrick acat for tkoa Md tkoy 
fotkarrd aritk kio owe mam ia tkr OHiB 
lock-ckoMkrr at tkr boor of tkr pyro- 
aad. 



Tkora tkry irarr prooidrd witk toa»- 
porary aarta ky tkrir koot. aaacr tkiir 
o a a w kitk tk^ kraafkt alaaf c a ald 
br iafctod^oaly froaa tkr Nrrrad. 

Beaide krr, tkry aotrd aa tkoy 
r a ar f t d ia rrioya. tkr U-boat waa aaw 



Fateriaf tkdr owa craft, tkry fat 
a n d rr way at oacr aad koadod oariftly 
w ea tw a rd toorard tka kriak af tka plo- 
taoB. Moat of Vaa Ulkick'a errw wan 
witk tka«. tkoafk a few kod kaaa left 
bakwtd to faard afaiaot aay trtofkary. 
aa tka part af tka aow aallca aad 
aroat fd popaioca. 

. tlippaif aal aoar tka odfe af tkat 
praopitoaa tabic load, tkry tiHod kor 
r add rra aad daoo to tkr tkyaa kilaw. 

Praacmiy tkr cratrai aqaara af tka 
lUaMtaatad paaal ia tka aorifatiaf 
rooa akowad tkroa fra a t raacaacric 
circlea. racl oat d ky a qaadraafW tkat 
aaaot kaaa bkaa wiira aa a r-*- anf 
witkia tkia raat aaaif fartroaa lay 
a city af ianaanraiili pf raaiiifa aad 
tanplaa rod palacro. 

TW Crrmaa’a ryaa (Uaked frradily 
aa ka paarad apaa tkia ataioa. 

'Tkcra yaa are P kc aarlaitd. qaia- 
ariof witk aacitaaacat. 'Tkoaa circlaa, 
tkat aquara: wkat woaM yoa yadfa 
tkay ware. Profraporr* 

"I woald >adfa tkat orifiaally tkay 
ware tka coaala kaariaf tkr Mwaidpal 
water aapply.** Mania Straaaa told kte 
daictly. aa pprr aaiof kia owa radto- 
Bcat. ‘‘far aack waa aaid ta be tkr cam 
atractioa of tkr City of tkr Hta 
Catfa: bat aow I >adfc tkry are waUa 
raiacd oa tkoac orifiaal foaodotioM ky 
tkr fraatic popalacc. arkca tkr aahmer- 
freer 6rt( brfaa. ia a aaia rllort ta 
bold back tkr tidca tkot rafwlfad 
tkcai.*’ 

"Aad do yoa tkiak tkry arc of foldP 



ABTcmtoDto rromms 






M they bcWM vWb 
pnmtmOy th* M*rm4 cmm %m nm omt- 
tid» that ameimit tour-w*lU4 ttty mad 
lk «7 tm tt d tkair way immda. 

T hough tw waU* v«ra m« al 

gaUL tka iMcr gates wars, sad tkt 
vara fairly barabaig witk tks 
■a wall as rara )s a « la. 

cyaa af a 



m4 wa ga. ka 
'A few aara yracbaa far tka 
btUa Myr 

Larry wUtkad. aad akaald haaa aaa- 
ya ctr d tka* aad tka r a bt W m k wa^ 
tka Waw fall ancayaaW. stnaiag. 

Filiag froa tka lack, tkay failed *s 
•aaica tkat Vaa UDrick 
kawg kack. aatil tkara c 
gattaraJ ria—tail. 
was a s lead avd tka 
akat ia tkair facaa. 

Appalled by tkia 
eater, tka party atead far a 




aD.tkis predigiaua wcakkl Waa tkara 

■a Ufa dawa karri 

Vaa Ulbiek decked tteaagk tka ai- 
af ki 

ki 

af tka taaapka 

kcU-)Br 



raaaakag aaidaacaa af kariag 
aery raceaaly; kat all 
kd SBpty. Tka city was 
aa a city af tka dead 
Tkia a^aatM aiga dad aat deter tka 
'aatparar.** k awra t r. Batkleaaly ka aad 
kb aatt laaaad 
farckic Prafaw 
party ta lewd aid ia tka argy af pil- 

Awd all tka tiwta. Larry kwd aw aw- 
eary faaliwg af gatkanwg, fa rti aa koata 
waitiag — waitiag far 



Larry awd tka pra 
ward awd beat apaw tkac karrad katdb 
calliag apaw Vaw Ulkick ta apwi k. 

Prww wttMw tka‘ 
tkair rikratar^ tkry beard 

“jtm/ ar f a d rr a ak a ar* ka taaatad Ikaai 
*1 a^ kara all tka wtaawra 1 wawtl 
Tka'rcat I laara ta yawl Help yawa- 
acleaar 

Bars aa ka apaka. tka dfa 
Uary prapalltn arartad 
water, dl aw ly . alaggiakly, lifta aaaa 
greet gar g ad dak. tka at wr dy craft 
Morad eg. lifted bar i 
ward. 



P SOFEUOS rriTKNt . 

kiakaad. Md Larry cawld wall pia- 
twre tka grief tkat daaterted tka gray- 
baard'a face, laaida tkat awl-«yad kal- 



*Ckatr apT ka aald. tkewgh kia 
face was twiatad witk 



Ha coadded kia fcare ta aa awe. 
tkr-g*" ka aatad wttk relief tkat Vaw 
Ulkick aeeaaed ta aeaae tkcar a ai rer 
taw. for ha praceedad with 
I awd alwaye kept a atroog gaard 



B y early aitcraow. tka Aferaid waa 
awe gre e t codcr-ckeet 
•wt atill tbe rapeciewa U-boat co t e 

faaaar tteeewa kegaa tw keee daake a if 
kia craft cewld lift tkat aaaaaiee weight 
af ptawder ta tke tap af tke p lat a aa . 



Tkca ke paaaed— far kata aawld ka 
aay tkat perkapa tka nraarfaa waaw't 
aa kad aa H acewacd. wkae it area akei- 
ooaly bapelcaal 

'My poor Dtawer wtnaid tka prw- 
faaaor 'Paor child. Paar ckildT 
Aa far Ceptaie Peteratw awd tka 
cr aw, tkry raid wotkiwg. Perkapa tkay 
were tkiwlriwg af Diawa. prrkapa af, 
tkenaeWea. At It eat, tkry kwaw k waa 



Or aa tkay tkoagkc Bet ta Larry, 
aoddcwly, acewrred a glcaa af kapa. 
Tkat atrawge aawaa af awaaaa 



TUX tUmCXM KMrtKM 



4mm‘t • p i r — cMcJi at 

■ Uf a? Am4 L*r4 k»ow« tWy oera 
ditmrntmg, U rm mymtt waal 

Ha t nx d ao4 co a fWir d t» Prafcaaor 
Sutmm IiU id»a. wkick vaa la retract 
tWir atrpa wttMa tW city gatca. aatk 
a«t tkt poyalact aa4 tkrow tkiataclria 
aa cWtr trey. 

TW a rrich aa aaraat. laa, gr a ap e d ai 
tW atrvw. 



'll aett faaraatic. bat aitc* all it ia 
a rbaarr." W a<Mittti1. • 
la tWy yaaW4 hack iata that great 
aarttgid city, witb Captaia Pet cr ac a 
aad kia abaptical crew. TWy ca te red 
aat ot tW largeat of tbt taHplaa. t ^ aa 
dared farlaraly tbroagb ha ttaad td 
baUa aad cot r idara. acekiag aaac aiga 
el tWac alkgcd betaga Larry bad 



* Mar waa tbeir acarch aarewarded. far 

abaptiral ml aO. triad aat: 

TJbtaal Did yea bear tbatT 
TWee waa ae aaad la aak tW ^a e a 
Maa. far all bad beard. It waa a raap- 
iag aoaad. aa ml aet great doer ttag- 
big tbac fonewed alaaoot iwairiiatrly 
by a raabiag gargle— aad aa tbty ateod 
tbare taaac. tW water Irrel begao ra^ 
idly raetdiag. 

Xeea wbilt H waa atill plMbiag aboat 
tbafr aaklea. a accret block af taoary 
alid hack aad a berdc of AatiUiaaa' 
bant faa apoa tbaaa 



W HAT bappeaed tbca, bappeaed 
with a raab that left tbt dated. 
Uaablt la talk directly eritk the pig- 
aaaa. by reaaea ml tbeir preaaare-eaitm. 
which they dared aot reaaoee. they 
etartad geatanag with tbcaa tryiag to 
caplaia tbeir predtraatwat aad nake 
kaowa that they bore tbcM ae iU-wilL 
hwt the creaturea wared far tbeai to 
caaae aad led tbc« awiftly tbroegb tbc 
aow waterleaa tCMplc. 

nWclL I got h*a aU apP aatd 
Larry, addiag whb diamal 'buaMc: 
*Tbey*n probably goiag to baiah that 
tal they atarted feeding tbeir dragon 
laat aigbtr ' 



No aat laagbed. nar mm4m any mmm^ 
■rat, aad W nlapaad knae Mlaara, raal' 
iaing tWe they probably bdd Mm 
apeaai k le far tbia latt ifinwir. 

Leartag tbc taapU. tbeir ciptara lad 
tbt iata a paoaage that waa keel far 
a tWe. tbca tarhaad abarply. It waa 
.laborioaa gocag bet they atragglad aa. 

~1 believe they know we are not tbeir 
cacteor declared Profetr bteveaa. 
at length, to everyaae'a cheer. *TWy 
art to be leading aa back to tW pin- 
teao by aesc and rr ground paoaage.' 

~Lrt'a hope aaP mid Larry. 'Far^ 
hapo 1 had fthc ngbt htch after aU.' 

'Bat aay ^oor DiaaeP caaae the pew- 
fcoaor'a aorrowing altar-tboagbt. *TbM 
bend Van Ullrich coaid never get the 
Nereid np mfrly.' 

'1 think perbape W coaid. with Mi« 
bteveaa to Wlp hi^' pat ia Caplaia 
Petcraca. hia aaaal aptiaait retaraing. 
'She ia thoroagbly faaMbar erith the 
craft’a operation.' 

*That ia ao.' her father admittad, hia 
tone brighter. 'BaV— ~ 

*Of coarae h*a aoP eaclaimcd Larry, 
beeaktag off aay kaa bopefal redn- 
tiaaa. ~Bo Khmmrim, folka M Bag- 
bah aay. Well amke h yetP 

Bat in bio heart. W waa toraMwtad 
erith daabt for Diaae'a mfety. . . . 



T he trail area growing eery, now, 
and precipitoaa. To their right 
roec a abeer cliB. To tWir kit. tW 
path fell oC abruptly to a gigantic cal- 
droa where red ' 1 leaped wad 



~Looka like ao mrt hiag oat of Danta'a 
'Inferaor' aaimctcd Larry, erith a 
ahudder. 

"TW vokaao erbere they dimill their 
atmoapWre. rvidcatly,' rn— wind 
Profcaaor Stevcaa. "It would Wve 
been intereoting, in' other circaaa- 
ataacce. to obaerve tW proccaa.' 

"Not to aw. h wouldn't P 

Larry waa glad erben they had pMoad 
tWt aeething Wll-pot and were oaoa 
■ore proceeding through a long, dark 
gallery. 

But ev tr ywW rt . though tbeir guidon 
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ArrouiTDino rroKun 



wtrc bat • wm 4 mmm ml 

t mr U T ^ hmmu abomt wtumg — 

— iti*< tar wbmtt 

Whmt wm» tkU mtrmmgt aca** ml tca- 
itaa, ml forcbo4iac, tbat baaa ta tlM 
alrt Wm the ftmUmot wum^r Wm 
tWy bciAf W4 tm their dooay altar ail f 

H« WM aoaa M kaow. far aow tW 
gallery tbry bad bars uarrramg Irv- 
«Uc4 oat lata a arrtca at i bg rt poa- 
aagra. oacb barrod by a b aar y a t o ar 
daor. aod baally tbry warr M ia«a a 
aMalL aquarr rooM, barely Urgr caougb 
ta adMit tbcM ail 

TWrr. wttb gcatwrra toward tbr far 
aad. tbrar gwtdca left tWm. 

Tbr doo r d oo r it . aad ekmomt mmo- 
dUtrly MotbeT oa tbr oppoal tt aide 
opeaod. alawly at irol. tbM aridrr aad 
wider, aitirtiag a rwab at water that 
praaapUy tiled tbe r e am. 

Btay pi a g woa admn gty airt. tbry 
foaad tbiaiiilrea oa tbr ayyer Irrcl. 
beaidr tbr aeccad of tbe two aaa llr r 



Baa tbr progriaa tbry wrro abtr M 
aaabr. baMpiiiit by tb^ bMoy aatta^ 
WM Moilitriiiagty alow. Tbrir acarcb- 
Itgbta. Mor e ore r . be tray ed tbrir a^ 
proatb Brfore tbry coaid raacb tbr 
ocrac. Moot el tbr Milora bad abaw- 
deord tbrir taab aad piled imtm tbr 
U-boaL 

Atmo awiagiag wildly. Voa UUricb 
otaod braidr it. trytag M rally tboM. 
Rrfuaiag ta riah rnwtiai boa e a ar . 
more tbry wrre aaablr ta oar tbrir 
deadly baetd-grraadra aadcr water, 
tbry c a ti an rd claMbcrtag op tbr aidra 
af tbrir Mtwairaibli aad abaaiag dawa 
tbraagb ita riwning Man batrk 

Now a tgarr ia a faadkar praaaara- 
aait brabr away aad at a rtal l awwd tbr 
adraaciag party. 

It WM Diaarl 

E VKN m br racagaaaad bcr. Larry 
aaw Vaa l7Hricb laagr farward. 
ariar bla capctar aad aaaaac ta tbr caa> 
atag to w er with b rr b at brfora tbr 



THKw’r gaaprd Larry.Mtbry 
VV ttood lootaag araaad. adU a 
Wttlr dared. *Tbrar proplr are aorr 
ip--*. — f artiatal Firm tbry try ta 

food yea to tbrir geda. tbca tbry arrr 
yaa Iromt abaort m bad a lotc. Diary. 
1 caU itr 

'Qaitr aadrrataadablc. 1 
declared tbr profcaaor. 'Enable ta 
cope with Voa UUrvcb tbra w t lr r a. they 
prrbapo we mmy br rale ta.* 
•WrU. Irt'a bopr tbry’rr ngbtT 
griMly. ~U oocr 1 get ay boado oa 

Hr broke od aaddealy, m CaptatA 
Prt r rom called aot: 

“Tbr N*tei4l Tbrrr abr UT 
PoUowiag with tbrir ryra tbr bright 
MgMcot cat iato tbe narky drptbr by 
bia Aaabligbt. tbry mw tbr faaiibar 
autlinra of tbrir craft; aad door br- 
dde bar Uy tbe U-boat. 

A frrrrtab octidty aeemed ta br g»- 
iag oa bet w een tbe twa oabMoriaea. 

Tbey’rr cbaagiag cargar cried 
Larry. *Qaickl Wr'rr got tbrM arwr 



batcK be bad laarkad tbr U-baat'a aide 
aad rlawibrrad ta brr raaaat. 

Drappiag Diane. Voa Ullgicb 
ar b a tlid ta face bia aaaailaat. TWy 
grappled, fell ta tbr dack. rallad aoor 
aad orrr. 

Bat aaddaaly. m tbry warr drag- ^ 
gUag. tberc cant a aawad tint caMad ’ 
tbr r i rm a n ta bawat frac aad iaap ta 
bia fort. 

It WM tbr aouad al ragiaas oadrr 

tbCMl 

Igaonag Larry mem. Voa Ulbricb 
ataggrred ta tbr caaaaag-eawar batch. 
It WM ba ttene d fare. Fraaticaiiy be 
beat oa it. 

Tbia BBcb Larry mw. m br karlt 
there getuag bia breath. Then be roac. 
took Oiaar by the arM and Ud brr 
down. And br wm a oar aao aooa. for 
with a brage tbr U-boat got wodrr way. 

Bot abr irnntii unable to lift brr 
loee-ladca atm froM tbr ocraa daor. 
aad beaded ad crarily acroM tbr pla- 
toao. dragging bcr krrl^ tbr aaad. 

With fanrinateil horror, tbry oatikad 
tbr craft'a erratic coarae. m it oww^ 



THX sxnnoDf bmpixs 



liffilj md hM4«4 Ui«ar4 

tiMt y— froa wtii cb tkry 
bad *U M tetciy riMa. 

TW Imi tWy bad of tk« U-boM 
VM m H roocbcd tbc brink, its dispsir- 
inf coMnsadar still s»soding«in tW 
fowning-towar. bssMsering vninly on 
that fan -tin on d batch ; than tbry tnmad 
sway faint, as tba doo ma d craft 
plungad down, stem uf. into tbooa 
ennbing drptba. 

P KOFKftSOS tTXVKNS now 
yoinad thtm. 

*A lioisn in svarica.' ba said gis » t - 
)y, wban ba bod grsatad bis 
with banrtfch raUaf. ‘And a t y p ica l 
fata of fartnae bnntarsl Let tbn ba a 
I t saon to yon. yo nng man." 

‘Ansenr said Lar^. 

'Bot wbat bapp ana d. ny danrr* 
aakad tba praftasoc of Ota^ a aao> 
wnt loiar. ~Wby ware tbay in aneb 
a barry to ba off f* 

'Bocaaaa tba imaiblt AnbUiana 

tbair gnarda. arbila wa ware balow.' 
was bar raply. ‘When wa got bock, wm 
fonnd tbe pyranilfi doodad, ao tbara 
was nocbing else for tban to do bnt 
t^~ 

to tbn sraa tba rrplanation of tbooc 
gatbaring. fnrtiaa boots in tba lowe r 
leaal. tbongbt Larry. Now be 



tbry bod beam waiting far I Tbay 
wnnang far tbn 



And bow tbay aeon ba gloating non, 

tbaral 

‘Bot arby ware tbay as cage* to aban> 
don tba Afrraaf r aakad tba aamnt. still 
pnrikd ‘It ia a better boat than 
tbaira. eaan if 1 do say as ntyacll.* 
“ Btc aoo e I pnt it ont of 
dwrctly we got bock op bara.‘ rapUod 
Diana. ‘Bnt not pimsnmtiy T aba 
added, aritb wbn Larry knew was a 
nnili. fboogb ba oonldn't aaa bar faoa. 
of coorae. tbroogb tba bilntt of bar 



*Littla tborongbbrod T be f■rlaiond. 
half to bbnaalf. 

-Wbat did yoo say. Mr. 

Larry. 1 aaaon.‘ aba iMoiri 
~N notbing.‘ ba repMod 
-Fibberr said Oinsa. 1 board yon 
tba fen tnaar 

“Jon wait till I gn not of tbia 
darn ad onttr said Lsrry. 

*T goaaa I can wait that langT sbe 



And if Frofcaaor Itseana beard any 
of tbia. it wont in ana oar and ant tbe 
otbar. for ba was thinking wbat a ro- 
port be wonld bare to naka to I 
frfrea wban tbay got 
larty with half a bonload of 
•dots for proof. 






The Gate to Xor2m 



By Ha K. wau 



H K wt ia a —ill Ikalf-^koMd 
boo«k w«U over ia tW coracr 
— tW maa wttk Um atraafvly 
((ewiaf b)u*-(r««a « 7 «a. 

TW boot^ 
aa« of 



a acorc 
circlad tW 

walla of tb« "Mo' 
ori Hoc* a yopo- 
lar aifbt clab ia tW (oa Feraaado Val- 




ley aoM ire aillca ooar tbe billa froa 
HoUywood. 

It waa nearly aaidal^ Half a 
4osea cooplca da nr a tl Uaily la tba caa- 

tral .4aaciag 
apace. Otbee oow- 
plea reaaiac4 
t*te-i-««U te tbe 
acclado4 
«a oaly 



la tbe eatire ri 
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gl«l hainil Unit mm witk tAc wcirtfljr 
Ravine «7«*^ TW o<Aar waa Blaia 
Oardaa. a lufklj aacrraafal faaaf aa- 
aaaaay af Laa Aafclaa. Botk aaca kad 
tka awaiiankiMi ait af wiitiag far 

BUir Cordaa’t co Uey t daya arcr* aat 
aa far dtaraat tkat ka kad 7 «t faat aaj 
af tka aplaodM pkjraaqaa tkat kad aiatir 
kM aa AU-Aaaariria tackla. la aay 
fkjaicat fBfrdMt vttk tka alifki gnj- 
kairad atraaccr, Gardea kaaw tkat ka 
akoald ka akta la braak *tka ackar fa 
tara witk aoa kaad. 

Yn. aa ka atadiad tka atraa^ar freo 
k akfa d tka pottad pakaa tkaa a er t ao ad 
kta owa b aa tk . Gordoa vaa a aia aa d la 
kad ktMaall alowtj aTcrxanc kjr 

aa aan a ti aa af dra^ aa intenat tkat it 
vargad apaa akrrr faar. Tkart waa 
aaiurtkiaf tw d racr ibaklj alica aad at- 
tarif lia i a trT ia tkat diMfp acaa kgura 
ia tka forarr baock. 

Tka fatat aary ligkt tkat gloved ia 
tka •traager'a d e ep art ayaa vaa act 
tka laakaat kaaaa area ia tka ckatayaar 
arba af aooa aigha-prowltag )aagW 
b t aa t Batkar waa it tka biaa-graaa 
gWw af pkaapkoreacaat vitsk-l^gkt 
tkat kickara aad dancaa te tka aigkt 

Tka atraager'a lace waa aa rlaaainl- 
tj parfact ia Ha ragged ootliaa aa tka* 
of a Baraaa war-gad. yrt tkoaa perfect 
f t a t area araaaad attarly lifclaaa. la 
tka tw ta ty a ka a taa tkat kc kad beaa 
iataatfy watekiag tka atraager. Cor- 
dad woaM kar* awara tkat tka otker'a 
face kad act » aeed by aa ■acb aa tkc 
twitek of aa rye liafc 

T hen a acw coapla niter ed ‘tkc 
Maori Hat. aad Gordoa prompt- 
ly forgot all tkoagkt of tka paitliagiy 
alica igarc ia tka caracr. Tkc aew 
arrirala w ere a ribraatly bcaatifol 
Mead girl and a plaaap. aallow-faced 
maa ia tiw early fartiaa. Tka girl waa 
Leak Kattk. H^ywood'a lateat acreca 

diag. kar director. 

A waiter aeated Leah aad kcr eacort 



ia a baock direct^ icraaa tka raaaa 
fraaa tkat of Oot6om. It waa a aaaaaa- 
Tcr far which Gardea had tipped la- 
riakly wkea ka krat caoM la tka UaL 
A week ago Leak Eritk'a aagaga- 
maat ta BUir Gardea kad beaa abr ap a 
ly coded by a tririal little qaarrcl that 
two valatila tcmperacoaata kad laaaad 



iata dames which apparcatly aaada r^ 
foaeitiariaa impnaiHf. A aaiaarakty 
loaaly weak kad kaally aaded ia Gar- 
doa‘a pre aea t trip to -tka Maori Hat. 
He h a aw tkat Leah oftaa cam* tkart. 
aad ka kad aa aacrwhclmiag loagiag 
•a at •*« her agaia. tkaagk 

Now, as ka stared gluaaly at Laah 
tkreagh tkc pakaa tkat *B set t r el y 
acrecaad kis awn baot^ Gordoa 
kaartily regretted tkat ka kad ever 
coma. Tka aigkt af Leak'a clear freak 
ba a ar y aacrcly made him realita wkat 
a foal kc kad been ta let that ridica- 
laas IHtia naarral caam be * w tea tkam. 

Tkca. with a aaddea r^g»»og thriU. 
Gordoa rcaliaad tkat kc wm aat tka 
aoly aoa ia tka roam wka waa iatar- 
cated ia Leah aod kcr cacart. 

Oecr ia tkc kalf-derkeacd coraar 



booth tka aery atraager wm atariag at 
tkc girl with aa iatcatnem that naMa 
kis weird eym glow like lainiatare 
pools af ak iami ariag Mae-greca ire. 
Agaia Gordoa feh tkat raguc ianyria 
aiaa af dread, m though kc were ia 
tkc prcacaca af aomethiag atterly akaa 
to all hiaaaa czpericaca. 



G ordon taroad Us gas* back ta 
Leek, then caught kia breath 
sharply ia aadd ea amarc. Tkc aecklacc 
about Lcah't throat wm begiaaiag la 
glow with the same uacaaay Mua- 
green light that akooe ia the atraager'a 
eycal Faiat. yet uaaaiacakabtc. tkc 
thimmeriag radiaace pulsed from tka 
aecklacc ia aa aura af aamelcm eriL 
Aad. with the coming af tkat aara 
af weird light at kcr thraoc a atrangc 
traacc wm awiftly iweepiag aeer 
Leah. She sat there now m rigidly 
motiorilem m some esquiaita statue af 
ieary and )ct. 



AtTOUMDIMO tTOB» 




» fai Mark W 
tiM UaMcy «l 
I Merely m 

•I CMtaaw jfe l f y Bade frooe tree* 
■anee •< a* AriaoAa iBrtaorha. Leak 
ka4 vara tke accklace a dosea taava 
kdare withaat aay trace a< tke tretrd 
pkaaaaaeaa tkat were mam occarria^ 
Daacrfi a^aia tkroafed tke koor ta 
tke Mariac |aaa of tke ae(ro orckeaoa 
wkile Oardoa waa adll tryiaf to force 
k*a wktrbac braia ta a kaciaioa Ha 
vaa cartata tkat Leak waa ia deadly 
^eril af aoMc kiad. yet tka aaeare af 
yeril waa toe biaarre far kia miad 



tke mntLftt witk tka (lawcaf 
ayaa took aMtrrfi lata bta w 
Ha left kia beatk aad bagaa 
hla way Tbraatb tka daacare toward 
Leak. Aa ka oatebid tka profraaa af 
tkat ahcki gray-kaued ftgare Ga r d o a 
rtfaaad ta belieee tka aetdeaca of kia 
awB ayaa. Tka tkiag waa toe atterly 
akaard— yet Gardoa waa paaitiee tkat 
Ika atraag oak door af tka darwtng 
vtaikly awaytag aad craak- 
tka atraager't 




T HK atraager fitaatd at Leak's 
booth oaly loag eaoagh ta attar • 
a brief law-eoicad f nmaiaad Tkcn 
Leak, atill ia tka grip af tkat atraaga 
tf Cl. roaa okadtaatly froas ker seat 
ta accoaopaay kaa. 

Daea R add tag roaa aagrily to later* 
cept bar. Tka atraager iirtaiii to 
barely break tka irate director witk 
kia k^er bpa. yet Redding reeled back 
aa *^^g^ atrack by a ptla-dneer. Lcak^ 
aad tka atraager started for tka door. 
Rrfili~t scraMklad ta kia feet agaia 
and burned altar tkea. 

It waa tkea tkat Gardoa daally 
okoah oR tka atapor af otter bewilder* 
aaent tlwt bad iMld kiaa. Springiag 
frara kia beatk. ke raakad after tka 
trio. 

Tka dancara ia kia way delayed Gor* 
don Moaantanly. Leak and tka 
airaagrr were already gone whan ka 



roackad tka daar. Tka aarra a Itala 
entrance kalhoay ta tka Hat wna da* 
aerted aaee for a dgnre aprawtad tkare 
aa tka door apar tka lattr door. 

It waa tka body af Dave Radding 
Gordon akaddered aa ke glMcad 
briady down at tka baddlad igare. A 
emgla anghry blow tram mama at* 
known weapon bad cmaaplad the di- 
rectar'a entire face in kka tka akat* 
tered ak e l l af a bra ban egg. 



G ordon charged an tkroagh tka 
eater daar jaat aa a kaaey aadan 
canM careening aat af tka parking lot. 
Ha bad a daakTag gfampaa of Lank m4 
tka stranger k^tka front aaat af tke 
big car. 

Gordan raced for kia awn aaachiaa. 
a p aw erf al low>ahang raadatar. A 
single vi ci aaa >ak at tka atartiag baa* 
tos^ and tka Wg Mosar laapad inaa rear* 
ing life. Gordon skat ant .fraas the 
parking lot onto tka Main baolsrard. 
A kandrr f yards away tka aadan waa 
dsnag toward Hattywaad. 

Ga r den traMpad hard on tka aa* 
calarator. Hia angina asMrlad witk tka 
iwlaasbad fwy af • has in I karea- 
power. Tka gap batwaon tka toM care 
swiftly leaacnad. 

aware for tka km tinw tkat ha waa 
bakig fallowed. Tka neat sacand tka 
big aadan accalaratad eriik tka kvtliag 
spaed af a dying bnUoL Garden aant 
kia own foot nearly ta tka kaar. Tka 
roadster j fp ed ta sightj wliaa an 
konr. yet tka aadan cantinnad ta leave 
H rininrsiliaaty baklnd. 

Tka two care started ap tka 
narthem alopa ^ C skasnga Raas with 
tka sedan nearly rwa baa ini yards 
skaad. and gaining all tka aaae. Oar* 
don wondered briady if they were as 
laak down tka other aide af tka Paaa 
and on inta Hallywond at tkair prsasnt 
Bad spaed. 

Than at tka mmmmit af tka Pass tka 
sedan sw er v e d akmptly ta tka right 
and ied west along tka Malkolland 
Highway. Gordon’s tiras acraasnad as 
ka s w er v ed tka ran deter in kat pnranlt. 
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T HS dark viadtaf towfiin ki(W> 
wmj wM Mcarlj daa crt td at that 
al tka aickt. Sara for mm occ*> 
tkat aw tr a c d frao- 
ticaUy to tkc a*4a of tka road to dod(a 
tka rooriof onala>nkt of tka racuif 
cara, Cordoo and tka ,acraafar kad tka 
rood to t krone frao. 

Tka otraBcea tr loii d oo lo«(ar to ba 
trjrtoc to looaa' kta purooer kopat caa ly 
hrktod Hr aUooad Cordoo to c ot na 
witkfa a kondrtd yarda of ktm. But 
tkat wo( aa ocar aa Gordon coold (at. 
ia aptta of tka roodatrr'a brat afforta. 

Half a dooao Hotra Gordon trod 
aara(cly upon kia accalarotor ia a 
daaprratr attaapt to ciooa tka gap, bot 
cock ttaaa tka ardao flad wftk tka awifi 
(race of a acuddiaf phintnoi Finally 
Cordoo kad to contctM hiootlf witk 
ncraly karpiag kia dtatanar brkind tkr 
glowiag rad tail-ligkt of tkr car akaad. 

Tkry patoad Looral Canyon, and otill 
tka big ardan borad on to tka vast. 
Tkan inoUy. kalf a doaao^tf^ be- 
yond Laoral Canyon. tb^%traagrr 
abropcty kft tka nuia kigkway and 
atart^ uf a aarron paivatr rood to tka 
of ana of tka lonely krlk. Cor- 
alonly gained ia t^ neat two 
Wkaa tka road ended in a 
wiadiag graaallrd dritraway into tkr 
groonda of wkat waa apparently a pri- 
rat^ ratatr. tka roadatar waa acarcaly 
a dMan yarda brkirtd 
Tka otraagrr’a featuraa aa be Mood 
tkara Mifly ar««t ia tka virtd glare of 
tka roadatar** baodligkta'wara *til] a* 



atraager qoirtly. Tkara waa aa oddly 
artallic ring in kia low rrcn tonaa. 
Hia word* were a* prcciaaly clippod 
tkat tkry auggcated aon* origin mot* 
■rfbaniril tkan lunnan 

~Or akall I take Miaa Kritk witk 
mt by forta IT Cordoo flared angrily. 

'Yon can try to taka tkr lady by 
force if you wiak.~ Tkrra waa aa nn- 
■iM*kaklr )a*riag note in tka mrtalUa 



Tkr Uuat waa tka laai tkiag naadad 
to natraah Cordon'* rolaul* tanipar. 
Ha atrppad forward and twiiag a kard 
left kook for tkat expre*a*onlaaa 
■aaqua of a face. But tka blew arrer 
land^ Tkr atraager dodged witk on- 
canny ewiftaraa. Hia «nanrring gca- 
ture a aam a d otarely tka genclaat poa- 
•ibl* pnak wttk ^a_^)itatr*tck*d band, 
r« Cord^ wa* *ent reeling backward 
a full dooak Mep* by tkr tarrike fore* 
of tkat apparently gentle blow. 



R SCOVESINC biaaelf. Cordon 
gr^y returned to tkr attack. 
Tkc Mrangcr again flung out on* band 
in tkc contamptoou* gcature witk 
wkick mom i^ald bmak away a trwihla 
fly. bnt tkia tinw Cordon waa 
re caution* He neatly dodged tka 
atraager'* blew, tkan rwung a eiciena 
right aqaaraly for kia adreraary’* un- 
protact^ >aw. 

Tka blew naaakad aolidly konao with 
all of Cordon'* weight behind H. Tke 
Mranger'a >aw buckled and gate be- 
peatk tkat ahatteriag iaapact. Than 
deeoid of all expreaaion a* rrer. Tkc^abruptly ki* entire face cnanplrd into 
only thing* tkat really acaoard alira xJ diMonH ruin. Cordon ataggered bock 
tkat niaarpit of a fac* were tkc tW a Map in abrer korror at tkc grucaona* 
rye*, glowing eery blur-green Are li^ tr«ult of kia Mew. 



twin caMitir* of alien rrU. 

Cordon waated no tim* ia eerbal 
aparring. Ha nwtionrd briefly to Leak 
Kattk'a rigid form in tka front acat of 
tka aedan. 

~Mia* Sritk i* returning to Holly- 
wood arith me.' kc aaid curtly. *AVill 
you let krr go p aocra bly. or akMI I — T" 
He left tkr qu r ation uaflniaked. but ita 
throat waa abrioua. 

*Or akall you do wkatr aaked tka 



Tkc Mrangcr flung a band up to kia 
akattcred featurea. Wken k^/kand 
came away again, kia whole fac* 
away witk it I 

Cwdon kad on* borror-otrickan 
gliaopae of a fcaturtlr** blob of mb- 
brry Muiab-gray flc*k ia wkick kend- 
lak rye* of blur-gram Are blared ia 
malignant fury. 

Tkra tkc atraager fumbled at kia 
collar, rippaag tkc linen awiftiy away. 
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. 1 — itfciBg laahcd emt from b c a w t> Ua 
tfcrnM ■ l oatb «a B»« Miak*-Ukc ob)«ct. 
rtwd tr aad forked •: tkc cod. For 
•oc gkwiy Moaaent, m the writkiof 
t — t i c W ccroaf bKo line with him. Cor* 
deo MW its forked rods (low scraocc 
tf « oo e a rtrid bloc, the other a 
s^orklta( (rcen. 

Then the world was afaroptlf blotted 
owt for Blair Cordoo. 

C onsciousness retwoed to 

Cordoo aa awiftljr aod paialcaaly 
aa h had left him For a OMtocat ba 
bliaked atopidly ia a dared effort to 
coMfrehend the incredible accae before 

He waa aeat'^ ia a chair orcr aear 
the wall af a larfc room that was fiood* 
ed with Iiei4 red li(ht from a aiaf la 
globe orerhead. Bcatdc hao aat Leah 
Keith, also atariag with daacd eyes ta 
aa effort to coaprehcod her surroaad- 
iaga Directly la froot of theta ^ad 
a figttre af ctark nightmare horror. 

The weirdly glowing eyes identified 
the figure aa that of the stranger at 
the Maori Hot. but there rrery potat 
af r ea r m bla n ee ceaaeX Only tha 
clea er cat of facial maaqdea and body 
padding could rver have enabled this 
OMoatroaity to paaa naaoticed ia a 
world of normal human brings. 

Now that his disguise was complete- 
ly stripped away, his slight frame was 
reecaM ^ a grotesque parody of that 
of a huaiaa being, with arms aad legs 
like pipe-atcoia. a bald oral bead that 
merged with neckleas rigidity directly 
into a bcaey-sbouldercd body that tt- 
pered into aa almost wasp-like slea- 
demeas at the waist He waa naked 
Mve for a loin cloth of. some metallic 
fabric. His blaish-gray skin had a doll 
oily sheen strangely suggestive af fiae 
grained fleaible metsL 
The creature's face was hideously 
ualtke anything human. Beaeath the 
glowing eyes was a small circular 
mouth orifice with a cluster of gill-bkc 
appeadagea oa cither side of it 
latches of lighter-colored skin oa 
cither side of tl)c head ateme d to arrre 



as cars. From a poiar just un d er tha 
head, where tha tlteoM of a homna ha- 
iag arould have bcca. dangled tha foot- 
aad-a-balf long tentacle whose forked 
tip had sent Cordon into ablieiost 
Behiad the creature Cordon was dim- 
ly aware of a mate of complicated and 
utterly unfamiliar apparatus ranged 
along the opposite arsll. gieiag the 
room the appeuraace of bciag a labora- 
tory of some load. 

• 

G ORDON'S obvious bewilderment 
s eem ed to amu s e the bluish gray 
monatroaity. 'May I introduce my- 
self?' he asked anth a mofking note 
in hia metallic voice. *1 am Arlok of 
Xoran. 1 am aa esplorcr of Spoce, aad 
SBorc particularly aa Opener of Cates. 
My home is upon Xoran. which U acM 
of the eleven ma)or planets that circle 
about the giant blue-white sun that 
your astronomers call RigcL T am here 
to open the Cate b e tw een your world 
aad meac.' 

Cordon reached a rcaaouriag hand 
over to Leah. All i iinini| of their 
quarrel wm obliterated in the face of 
their preamt peril He feh her slender 
fingers twine firmly with his. The 
warm contact gave them both new 
courage. 

'We of Xoran need your planet and 
intend to take poaaeasipn of K,' Arlok 
continued, "but the vast diatarKe which 
separates Rigel from your solar sys- 
tem makes it impracticable to trans- 
port any considerable number of our 
people here ia space-cars for. though 
our space-cars travel with practicaily 
the speed of light, it requires ever five 
hundred and forty years for them to 
croM that great void. So I wat sent 
as a lone 'pioneer to your Earth to do 
the work nec f sm r y here ia order to 
open the Cate that will enable Xorsa 
to croM the barrier in leM than a min- 
ute of your time. 

**'■ I ''HAT gate is the ooe through the 
X fourth dimension, for Xoran aod 
your planet in a four-dimcnaional nni- 
verse are almost touching each other 
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ia wfitm of Um (reot «fi«tihro oepo- 
rotiaf tbca in a thrco-ditaaincul 
wuTcnc. Wc of Xoraa. b«ia( throe** 
dtatmaioaal creaturea like 70a Earth- 
liaCiL caa not cron exist oa a four* 
dimetioinwil plaae. Bat wc can, bjr the 
Bse of apparatua to open a Cote, paaa 
throofb a thia sector of the fourth 
dimmaioa aad coterie ia a far diataat 
part of our thrce-dimmawmal oaiTcrae. 

**Thc situatioe of our two worlds.** 
Arlok Zootiaaed. ~is sotaewhat like 
that of two dots oa opposite coda of 
a loof strip of paper t^t is corred al- 
oMst iato a circic. To two-dimenatooal 
beia(a capable oaJp of rcalixiaf aad 
trsediaf aloof the two diaacaaiocas of 
the paper itself those dota mifht be 
BMay feet apart, jrct i a the third 
diaacosioa straight across free apace 
they might be separated bjr 00I7 tbc 
tboosaadth part of aa irach. la order 
to mhc that abort cot across the third 
di^eoaioo the two-daacoaiocaal crc*> 
twes of the paper would hare oalp to 
/oraaafona a amall atrip of the iatcr* 
ecaiag apace iato a two-diawnaional 
aurface like their paper. 

*Tbc7 could do this, of course, bp 
the use of proper vibratioct-crcatiag 
machiaery, for all thiaga ia a material 
uaieersc are merely a naatter of eibrv 
boo. Wc of Xoraa pUa to cross the 
barrier of the fourth diaieosioo by 
creating a aarrow strip of Tibratiooa 
' powerful enough to exactly match aad 
nullify those of the fourth dimenaion 
itself. Tht result srill be that thia nar* 
row strip srill temporarily becocae aa 
area of three dimeasioos ooly. aa area 
oecr arhich we caa safety paaa from our 
world to yours.** 

A rlok indicated oee of the 
pieces of apparatua along the op* 
poaitc wall of the rooca. It was an in- 
tricate arraagetnent of finely wound 
coils srith wires leading to scores of 
ac«dle-like poiab which constantly 
shimmered aad crackled with tiny blue- 
white flames. Thick cables ran to a 
bank of coacarc reflectors of some 
gleaming grayish metal 



*Thcrt is tbc apparatus which srill 
snpply the enormous power accessary 
to Bullify the sibratioos of the fourth 
di mena ioaal bsTricr,** Arlok cxplaiacd. 
~lt ia a coadcascr aad adapter of the 
coamic force that you call t^ Millikaa 
rays la Xoraa a ajaiilar apparatua is 
already act up aad finished, but tbc 
Cste esa only be opened by simuhaae- 
ous actiotu from both sides of tbc bar- 
rier. That is why I was seat on my 
long journey through apace to do tlw 
accessary work hers I am now aearly 
fiaisbed. A eery few hours more srill 
see the final opeaiag of the Cats *Thcn 
the fighting hmdes of Xoraa can swee p 
through the barrier and oserwbctm 
your planet. 

**Wbea tbc Cate from Xoraa to a new 
planet ia first opcacd.** Arlok coo- 
tiaued. 'our scientists always like to 
base at least 00c pair of spcciaaess 
of tbc aew woeId*s tnhahitanta scat 
through to them for experimenta] use. 
So to-night, while srsitiag foe one of 
my final caatiags to cool I impeosed 
,thc time by making a brief raid opoa 
tbc place that you call tbc Maori Hut. 
The lady here teemed aa excellent type 
of your 'Sarthliag sromcn. aad the 
meteoric iron ia her necklace made a 
perfect focus for electric bypaoais. Her 
escort was too iaferior a specimen to 
be of Txlae to me so I killed him when 
be attempted to interfere. When you 
gasc ch a s e I lured you oa until 1 could 
tec whether you might be usable. You 
prosed aa excellent spcciaica, so I 
merely atuaacd you. Very aooa now 
I shall be ready to send the tsro of you 
through the Cate to our scientists in 
Xoraa.' 

A COLO wase of sbeca borror 
swept oscr Cordoa. It was im-' 
possible to doubt the stark aad deadly 
menace promised ia tbc plan of this 
grim sisitor from aa alien oaiserse — 
a men a ce that toocacd not only for 
Cordoa aad Leah but for tbc teeming 
millions of a doomed aad defenaelem 
world. 

'Let me show you Xoraa.' Arlok 
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offered. *Tbcn 70a BU7 be better able 
to Badcratand.** He turned bia bock 
carcleaal/ upoa bia two captirea and 
strode over to the apparatua aloof the 
opposite walL 

Gordon loofed to burl biaiaelf upon 
the unprotected back of the retreatinf 
Xoranian. but he knew that aaj at* 
tempt of that kind would be suicidaL 
Arlok’s deadly tentacle would strike 
him down before be was halfway 
across the room. 

He searched his surroundinfs with 
desperate eyes foe anythinf that mifht 
serve as a wcapoo. Then hia pulse 
quickened with sudden hope. There oo 
a wnall table near Leah was the fa- 
miliar bulk of a .45 calibre revolver, 
loaded and ready for use. It was in- 
cluded in a miscellaneous collectioo of 
other small earthly tools and objects 
that Arlok had apparently collected for 
study. 

There was an excellent chance that 
Leah mifht be able to secure the run 
Btvobserved. Cordon pressed her m- 
fers in a swift attempt at sifnallinf. 
then jerked his head ever so slifbtly 
toward the table. A moment later the 
quick answerinf pressure of Leah's 
^fcrs told him that she had under- 
stood his message. From the comer 
of his eye Cordon saw Leah's other 
hand befin cautiously fropinf behind 
ber for the rstrolver. 

T hen both Cordon and Leah frore 
into sudden immobility as Arlok 
faced them afsin from beside an appa- 
ratus slifhily rcrmniscmt of an earthly 
radio set. Arlok threw a switch, and 
a small bank of tubes flowed pale 
freen. A yard-square plate of bluish- 
fray metal on>the wall above the ap- 
paratus flowed with milky fiuores- 
cence. 

"It is-rasy to penetrate the barrier 
with lifht waves.' Arlok eaplained. 
‘H'hat is a Cate that can readily be 
openm from either side. It was 
throufh it that we first discovered 
your Earth.** 

Arlok threw a rheostat on to naore 



power. The luminous plate cleared 
swiftly. "And there. Earthlinfs. is 
XoranP Arlok said proudly. 

Leah and Cordon fasped in sheer 
amare as the flowTnf plate became a 
veritable window into another world — 
a world of utter and alien terror. 

The livid lifht of a fiant ted sun 
blared mercilessly down upon a land- 
scape from which every vestife of ani- 
mal and plant life had apparently been 
suipped. Naked rocks a^ barren soil 
stretched inimitably to the far boei- 
son in a vast monotony of utter desola- 
tion. 

Arlok twirled the knob of the appa- 
ratus. and another scene flashed into 
view. In this scene first fleaminf 
squares and cooes of metal rose in 
towcrinf clusters from the starkly bar- 
ren land. Hordes of creatures like 
^rlok swarmed in and around the metal 
buildinfs. Giant machines whirled 
countless wheels in stranfe tasks. 
From a thousand freat needle-like peo- 
jectiorts on the buildinfs spurted shim- 
merinf sheets of cracklinf flame, bath- 
inf the entire scene in a whirlinf laist 
of fiery vapors. 

Cordon realised dimly that be must 
be lookinf into one of the cities of 
Xoran. but every detail of the chaotic 
whirl of activity was too utterly unfa- 
nailiar to carry any real sicnificaoce to 
bis bewildercd'brain. He was as hope- 
lessly overwhelmed as an African sav- 
afe would be if transported suddenly 
into the heart of Times Square. 

A rlok afaln twirled the knob. 

The scene shifted, apparently to 
another planet. This world was still 
alive, with rich verdure and swarminf 
millions of people stranfcly like those 
of Earth. But it was a doomed world. 
The dread Cate to Xoran had already 
been opened here. Lefions of bluish- 
fray Xoranians were attackinf the 
planet's inhabitants, and the shack of 
those meullic hosts was irTcsistable. 

The slifbt bodies of tbc Xoranians 
seemed as impervious to bullets and 
missiles as thoufb armor-plated. The 
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fnntic dcfcn*c of th« bclea^ufcd 
people of the dootaed pUoet caused 
bardlf a casualty ia the Xocaniao 
ranks. i 

The attack of the Xoranians was 
hideously effective. Clouds of dense 
yellow fof belched froca countless pro* 
lectors ia the haads of the bluish*gray 
hosts, and beneath that deadly miasma 
all animal and plant life oa the doomed 
planet was crumbling, dying, and rot- 
ting iata a liquid sliaae. Then even 
the slime was swiftly obliterated, and 
the Xoranians were left triumphant 
upon a world starkly desolate. 

That was ooe of the minor planets 
in the swarm that make up the solar 
system of the sun that your astrooo- 
mers call Canopus." Arlok eaplained. 
"Our first task in conquering a world 
ia to rid it of the unclean surface scum 
of animal and plant life. When this 
noaious surface mold is eliminated, the 
planet is then ready to furnish us sus- 
tenance. for we Xoranians live directly 
upon the metallic elements of the 
planet itself. Our bodies are of a sub- 
stance of which your scientists have 
never even dreamed deathless, invin- 
cible. living metal P 

A rlok again twirled the control 
of the apparatus and the scene 
shifted biKk to the planet of 
Xoran. this time to the interior of what 
was apparently a vast laboratory. Here 
scores ,of Xoranian scientists were 
working upon captives who were pa- 
thetically like human beings of Eanh 
itself, working with lethal gases and 
deadly, liquids as human scientists 
might 'eaperiment upon noaious pests. 
The details of the scene were so ut- 
terly revolting, the tortures that were 
being inflicted so starkly horrible, that 
Leah and Cordon sank back in their 
chairs sick and shaken. 

Arlok snapped off a switch, and the 
green light in the tubes died. That 
last scene was the laboratory to which 
1 shall sesd you two presently." be 
said callously as be started back across 
the room toward them. 



Cordon lurched to his fart, his braia 
a seething whirl of bate ia which all ‘ 
thought of caution was gone as ho 
tensed his muscles to burl htmaelf upoa 
that grim mocutrosity from the blank 
and desolate realm of Xoran. 

Then be felt Leah tugging surrepti- 
tiously at bis right band. The neat mo- 
ment the bulk of something cold and 
hard met his fingrrv It was the re- 
volver. Leah had secured it while Ar-' 
lok was busy with his inter-dimcn- 
sional televisor. 

Arlok was rapidly approaching theaa. 
Cordon hoped against hope that the 
menace of that deadly tentacle might 
be diverted for the fraction of a sec- 
ond necessary for him to get in a crip- 
pling shot. Leah seemed to divine hia 
thought. She suddenly screamed hys- 
terically and flung herself on the floor 
almost at Arlok's free 

A rlok stopped in obvious wonder 
and bent over Leah. Cordon took 
instant advantage of the Xoranian's di- 
verted attention. He whipped the re- 
volver from behind him and fired point- 
blank at Arlok's unprotected bea^ 

The bullet struck squarely, but Arlok 
was not even staggered. A tiny spot 
of bluish-gray skin upon his oval skull 
gleamed faintly for a motnent under 
the bullet's impact. Then the heavy 
pellet of lead, as thoroughly flattened 
as though it had struck the triple ar- 
mor of a battleship, dropped spent and 
harmless to the floor. 

Arlok straightened swiftly. For the 
mocnent he seemed to have no thought 
of retaluting with bis deadly tentack. 
He merely stood there quite stilL with 
oee thin arm thrown up to guard his 
glowing eyes. 

Cordon sent the remainder of the re- 
volver's bullets crashing home at fast 
as his finger could press the trigger. 
At that murderously short range the 
s m ashing rain of lead should faUve 
dropped a charging gorilla. But for all 
the effect Cordon's shots had upon the 
Xoranian. hit ammunition might as 
well have been pellets of paper. Ar- 
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Mr's gloM7 ki4« Bcrcly gtowtd 
aeatarilf ia tiny patcbn m tb« bullets 
•truck sad ftsttracd hsrmlcssly — sad 

tkst vss sIL 

His Lsst csrtridgc bred. Coedoa flung 
tb« capty wespoo squsftlf st tbc blue 
Boosuosity's hideous fact. Arlok 
SBsde ao sttctnpt to dodge. The besry 
rreoleer struck him high oo the fore* 
hesd. then rebounded hsradessly to the 
flooe. Arloh paid no mote stteatioei to 
the blow than a atan would to the 
casual touch of a wind-blown feather. 

Cordon desperately flung hioiself 
forward upon the Xoranian ia one last 
Bud effort to orerwbelai hint. Arlok 
dodged Cordon's wtid blows, tbea ' 
gently swept the Earth avan into the 
mbesce of his thin amw. For oeve 
helpless Baocaent Coedoa schsed the ia* 
cre^ble suength and adamantine hard- 
ness of the Xoranian's slender figure, 
together with an overwheloung uapfes- 
sion of colossal weight ia that d^ep- 
tisely slight body. 

T hen Arlok contemptuously flung 
Cordon away from hiin. As Cor- 
don staggered b^kward. Arlok's tea- 
tscle lashed upward and levelled upon 
Hiiit Its twin tips again glowed bril- 
liant green and livid blue. Instantly 
every amscle in Cordon's body was 
paralysed. Hr stood there as rigid as 
a statue, his body completely deadened 
fiom the neck down. Beside him stood 
Leah, also froren motionless ia that 
same weird power. 

'Earthling, you are beginning to try 
my paticoce.~ Arlok snapped. 'Can 
you iMt realise that I am utterly its* 
viiKible in any combat with you ? The 
living meui of my body weighs over 
siatcen hundred pounds, as you mea- 
sure weight. The strength inhftent in 
that asetal is sufficient to tear a hun- 
dred of your Earth asm to shreds But 
I do not even have to touch you to van- 
quish you. Tbc electric content of my 
bodily structure is so infinitely su- 
perior to yours that with this tentacle- 
organ of mine I can instantly short-cir- 
cuit the feeble currents of your nerve 



impulses and bring either paralysis or 
death •• 1 choose. 

"But etsough 0<.>^isP Arlok broke 
off abruptly. ~My materials arc now 
ready, and it is tiaae that 1 finished my 
work. I shall put you out of my way 
foe a few hours until 1 am ready to 
•end you through the Cate to the la- 
boratories of Xoean.** 

The green and blue fire of the ten- 
tacle’s tipa flamed to dairling bright- 
ness. TW paralysis of Cordon's body 
•wept swiftly over bis beaia. Black 
oblivion engulfed him. 

W HEN Coedoa again recovered 
coosciousness he found that be 
was lying on the flooe of what was sp- 
parcntly a narrow hall, near the foot of 
a staiiway. His hands were lashed 
tightly behind him. and his feet and 
legs were so firmly pinioned together 
that he could scarcely mov e . 

Beside him Lay Leah, also tightly 
bound. A short distance down the hall 
was the closed door of Arlok's work- 
room. recognixable by the thin line of 
red light gleaming beneath it. 

Moonlight through a srindow at the 
rear of the hall made objects around 
Cordon fairly clear. He looked at Leah 
and saw tears glistening on her long 
lashes 

~Oh. Blair. 1 was afraid yon'd never 
waken again." the girl sobbed. "I 
thought that fiend-had killod youP 
Her voice broke hysterically. 

"Steady, darling." Cordon said sooth- 
ingly. “We simply can't give up now, 
you know. If that monstrosity ever 
opens that accursed Cate of his our 
entuc world is doomed. There must 
be soose way to stop him. We've got 
to find that way and try it— even if it 
seems only one forlorn chance in • 
million." 

% 

G ordon shook his bead to clear 
the numfanesa still lingering from 
the effect of Arlok's tentacle. The 
Xoranian seemed unable to produce a 
paralysis of any great duration with 
his weird natural weapon. According- 
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I7. be bed been forced to bt»d bio co^ 
ti*eo Uke nr« truooed fowU wbUo bo 
retorood to bio Uborv 

Lyiag clooe tofetber 00 fbey were, 
it woo o coaiporotiTclx CO07 nvoiter for 
tbcM to fct tbeir botind boado witbia 
reocb of cocb otber, but oftrr fifteen 
eoiautca of voin work Cordon reolioed 
tbot oaf ottcaipt ot untyui^' obe 
ropeo woo uocleoo. Artok'o prodi(iowo 
•ti mgth bod drawn the kaoca 00 tight 
tbot BO BUBtoa power could ercr loooea 
them. 

Tbeo Cordoa cuddenlf thought of 
the ooe thing in bio pocketo that 
might belp theoL It woo a tiop ciga- 
rette lighter, of the opring-trigger type. 
It woo ia hit eeot pocket completelp 
out of reach of hia bound boado. but 
there woo 0 wof out of that diCficaitp. 

Cordoa ond Leoh twioted ond rolled 
their bodieo like two cootortioaiota uc^ 
til they aucceeded ia getting into ouch 
a pooitioa that Leah woo able to gel her 
teeth in the cloth of the eeot pocket'o 
edge. A Boomcat of deoperote tugging, 
then the fabric gore wap. The lighter 
dropped froen the tom pocket to the 
Aoor. where Leoh retrier^ it. 

Then they twioted their bodieo bock 
to bacb Leoh managed to get the 
lighter fiomiag ia her bound haada. 
Cordoa groped in an eflort to guide 
the ropeo on hia wrioto over the tiay 
flickering flanoc. 

T hen tbere came the faint welcocae 
odor of amoldering rope 00 the 
ligbter'o tiny flame bit into the Vioetdo 
Cordoa bit hia lipo to auppreao a cry 
of pain 00 the flame aeared into hia akia 
aa welL The flame bit deeper into the 
rope. A oingle atraad aaapped. 

Then aaotber atrand gore way. ^To 
Cordoa the proceoo aeemed endleoa aa 
the flame ocorched rope and Aeoh alike. 
A laog minute of laiKing agony that 
o c e a aed bouro — then Cordoa could 
eland no more. He tenaed hia muacleo 
ia one mighty agonixed effort to cad 
the torture of the flame. 

The weakened rope gore way com- 
pletely beneath that paiamaddeaed 



luagc. Cordoa'a haada were free. It 
waa aa eaay matter ootf to uae the 
\ lighter to finiah freeing himeclf oad 
Leah. They made their way ewiftfy 
back' to the window at the rear of the 
balL It olid ailently upward. A aoo- 
meni later, and they were out ia the 
brtlliaat anooalight — free. 

They made their way around to the 
front of the bouae. Behind- the drawn 
ahadca of oae of the front rooma aa 
eery glow of red light marked the lo- 
cation or* Arlok’a work-room. They 
heard the occaatooal clink of toola-in- 
aide the room aa the Xoraniaa diligent- 
ly worked to complete hia apparatua. 

They crept atcalthily up to where 
ooe of the French windowa of Ar- 
lok'a work-room twung alightly ajar. 
Through the narrow crerice they could 
are Arlok'a groteaque back aa be la- 
bored over the complex aaaembly of 
apparatua againat the wall. 

A heavy atone flung through the aria- 
dow arould probably wreck that deli- 
cate mcebaniam completely, yet the 
two watchera knew that auch a reapite 
‘ would be only a temporary one. Aa 
long aa Arlok remained alive on thia 
planet to build otber gatea to Xoraa. 
Earth'a event aal doom waa certain. 
Complete deatruction of Arlok himaelf 
wax Earth'a only hope of aalvation. 

T he Xoraniaa aeemed to be nearing 
the end of hia labora. He left 
the apparatua momentarily and walked 
over to a work-bench where be picked 
up a alender'rod-likc tooL Doaaing a 
heavy glove to ahicid bia left hand, be 
aelected a wnall plate of bluiah-gray 
metaL then preaaed a twitch in the 
handle of the tool ia bia right hand. 

A blade of blinding white flame, 
aeemiagly aa aolid aa a blade of metaL 
apurted for the length of a foot from 
the tooTa tip. Arlok began cutting the 
plate arith the flame, the blade aheariag 
through the heavy metal aa caaily aa a 
hot knife aheara through butter. 

Tlw aigbt brought a audden aurge of 
exultant hope to Cordon. He awiftly 
drew Leah away from the window, far 
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MMafk t* tW NAc tbmt tWtr loir- 
convcraatioa c««)d not be beard 
Inm ine id e the woek-fooa. 

'Leak, tbere it our ooc ebaoeeP be 
ezplaioed eacitedly. ~Tbat blue bead 
is Tulaerable. and tbat Sane-iool of bta 
ia tbe weapon to reach hia eolacra* 
bility. Did you notice bow careful be 
waa to abict^ bta other band with a 
gloee before be turned tbe tool on? 
He can be hurt by tbat-'blade of Aamc. 
and probably hurt ^^ly." 

Leab nodded in quick andcratandinf . 
~lf I could lure bun out of tbe room 
foe juat a mocietit. you could alip ia 
tbroufb tbe window and get that Aamc- 
tool. Blair.** abe auggeatrd eagerly. 

~Tbat might woek.' Cordon agreed 
reluctantly. 'But. Leab. don't run any 
aoec riaka than you abaolutely have 
toP He picked up a email rock. "Here, 
take tbia with you. Open the door 
into tbe ball and attract Arlok'a atten* 
tion by throwing tbe rock at bia pee- 
ctoua apparatua Then the minute he 
area you. try to eecape out through the 
hall again. Hell leave bia wock to 
follow you. When be reauma to bia 
work-room I'll be in tbere waiting for 
him. And I’ll be waiting with a wea- 
pon that can atab through even that 
armor-plated bide of hiaP 

They aeparated. Leab to enter tbe 
bouae. Cordon to return to tbe window. 

A RLOK waa back over in front of 
tbe apparatua. buing into place 
the piece of metal be bad juat cut. Tbe 
Same-tool, ita awitcb now turned off, 
waa atill on the work-bench. 

Cordon'a heart pounded with eacite- 
ment aa be crouched tbere with bia 
eyra Sard upon the cloeed ball door. 
1^ minutra aeetned to drag intermin- 
ably. Then auddenly Cordon'a mua- 
clea tenaed. The knob of tbe bail door 
bad turned ever ao altgbtly. Leab wraa 
at her poet I 

Tbe neat moment tbe door waa Song 
open with a violence tbat aent it a 1am- 
naing bock againat tbe walL Tbe alcn- 
der Sgure of Leab atood framed in tbe 
opening her dark eyea blaring aa abe 



Sung one band up to burl her miaaile. 

Arlok whirled juat aa Leab threw 
tbe rock atraigbt at the intricate Cate- 
opening apparatua. With tbe apeed of 
thought tbe Xoranian fiung bia own 
body over to abield hu fragile inatru- 
menta. Tbe rock thudded barmleaaly 
againat bia metallic cheat. 

Then Arlok'a tentacle Sung out like 
a atriking cobra, ita forked tip Saming 
blue and green fire aa it focuaaed upon 
tbe open door. But Leab waa already 
gone. Cordon beard her ftying foot- 
atepa aa abe raced down tbe balL Ar- 
lok promptly aped after her in awift 
purliut. 

Aa Arlok paaaed through tbe door 
into tbe ball Cordon Sung bimaelf 
into tbe room, and aped atraigbt for tbe 
work-bench. He anatebed tbe Same- 
tool up. then darted over to tbe wall by 
tbe door. He waa not a aecoud too 
toon. Tbe heavy tread ol Arlok'a re- 
turn waa already audible ia tbe ball 
juat outaide. 

Cordon prrpared to atake everything 
upon bia one alim chance of diaabling 
that fearful tentacle before Arlok could 
being it into action. He preaa e d tbe 
tiny twitch ia tbe Same-tool'a handle 
juat aa Arlok cam: through the door. 

A rlok. atanled by the glare of 
the Same-tool'a blaring blade, 
whirled toward Gordon b u t too late. 
That tbia tearing abaft of vivid Same 
had already atruck aquarely at the bate 
of tbe Xoraaiaa'a tentacle. A teething 
apray of biaaing tparka marked tbe 
place where tbe Same bit deeply borne. 
Arlok acreamed. a ghaatly metallic note 
of anguiab like nothing human. 

Tbe Xoranian'a powerful banda 
clutched at Cordon, but be leaped litbe- 
ly backward out of tbeir rea^ Then 
Cordon again attacked, tbe Same-toora 
abining blade licking in and out like 
a rapier. Tbe aearing Same awept 
acrooa one of Arlok'a arma. and the 
Xoranian winced. Then tbe blade 
atabbed twiftly at Arlok'a waiat. Ar- 
lok half-doubled aa be Sinebed back. 
Gordon abifted bia aim with lightniu^ 
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tpced m» 4 »cat tke bUdc of An* U«b- 
ii^ fai o*»* occwM* tcrribl* Mrok* tk*t 
ciafht Arlok oquArcljr ia tbt rjn. 

A^in Axlok ocrcamcd ia iatol*r«bl« 
agodf M tkat acanag Aaiac darkened 
forrvcr hi* glowing eye*, la bcracrkcr 
fury ih« tortured Xoraniaa charged 
blitidly toward Coedoo. Cordon wari* 
ly dodged to OM aid*. Arlok. eight* 
le*^ ai>d arith hi* tentacl* cripf l*d. aoll 
had enough power ia that naghty 
Bteiallic body of hi* to tear a hoadred 
Earth atea to piece*. ^ 

Cordon atuag Arlok'* ahoulder with 
th« Aame. then deaperately looped to 
on* aide juat ia tan* to dodge a flatl- 
iag blow that would hae* made pulp of 
hia body had it Laiaded. 

Arlok weat atark arild ia hi* fren* 
tied effort* to conw to grip* with hia 
unaeon adeeroary. Puroiture craahed 
and apliatered to kindling wood be* 
neath hia threahiog feet. Even the 
atoot wall* of the room ahieercd and 
cracked a* the incredible weight of Ar- 
lok’* body caroowd again** them. 

G ordon circled Uthely around 
the crippled blue monatroaity like 
a timber wolf circling a wounded 
mooae. He began concentrating hit at- 
tack upon Arlok'* left leg. Half a 
doaen deep alaabe* with the tearing 
Bam* — then auddealy the thin leg 
crumpled and broke. Arlok craahed 
helpleaaly to the Boor. 

Cordon wa* now able to thift hia 
attack to Arlok'* head. Dodging the 
blindly flailing anna of the Xoraniaa. 
he atabbed again and again at that oeal- 
ahaped akulL 

tearing thruat* began to haee 
thetr effect. Arlok'* coneulairc more* 
meat* became alower and weaker. Cor- 
don cent the flame atabbing ia a long 
flnal thruat ia aa attempt to pierce 
through to that alien metal brain. • 
With atanling auddennea* the flame 
burned it* way home to tome unknowrn 
centet of life force ia the oral akull. 
There waa a brief but appalling guah 
of bright purple flame from Arlok'* 
eye-oocketa and mouth onfle*. Thea 



hia twitching ’ body atiffenad. * Hia 
bluiah-gray hid* darkened with im 
credible ewiftnem into a dull bla ck 
Arlok wa* dead. 

Cordon, aickened at the griaty end- 
ing to the battle, anapped off the lame 
tool and turned to aearch far Leah. He 
fouad her already ataading ia the hall 
door, aliT*. and unhurt. 

**T ESCAPED throLgh the window 
1. at the end of the haU,' ah* ea- 
plained. 'Arlok ^uit following me a* 
aoon aa he aaw that you too were gatM 
from where be had left ua tied.' She 
ah u dder e d a* ah* looked down at the 
Xoraaian'a maagled body. 'I aaw aaoat 
of your flght with him. Blair. It wa* 
terrible; awful. But. Blair, we're wonP 
' ~Yea. and now well amke aur* of the 
fruit* of our rictory,' Cordon aaid 
grimly, atarting orcr toward the Cate- 
opentag apparatu* with the flame-tool 
ia hia hand A rery few miautea’ work 
with the aheartng blade of flame re- 
duced the intricate apparatu* to a mere 
tangled pile of twiated awtaL 

Arlok. Cate-opener of Xoran. waa 
dead — and the Cate to that grim planet 
wa* now Irrcrocahly cloaed I 
'Blair, do you feel it too. that eery 
feeling of countlem eye* atill watching 
u* from Xoran There waa frank awe 
ia Leah'* half-whiapered queation. 
'You know Arlok aaid that they had 
watched u* for ceaturie* from their 
aide of the barrier. I'm cure they're 
watching u* now. Will they aend an- 
-other Opener of Cate* to take up the 
work where Arlok failed r 

Coedon took Leah into hi* arm*. '1 
don't know, dear,' be adautted grarely. 
'They Biay aend another meaaenger, 
but 1 doubt it. Thi* world of oura haa 
had it* warning, and it will heed it 
The watcher* on Xoran mutt know that 
in the flee hundred and forty year* it 
would take their neat meaaenger to get 
here, the Earth will have had more thm 
enough time to prepare an adequate de- 
ferttc for eren Xoran'* menace. 1 doubt 
if there will ever again be aa attempt 
made to open the Cate to Xoran.' 




The Eye of Allah 

By C. D. WiHarJ 



B LINKY COLLINS* part is this 
matter was very brief. Bliaky 
Uatrd jutt toeif enoufh to 
make a (teat diacorery, to 
brag about it at wat Biinky't way. and 
then paaa on to bnd hit reward in 
whatever here- 
after It tet apart 
foe weak-minded 
crookt whote 
b e a d a are not 
hard ctMwgb to 
witbatand the 
cntabing impact of a lead-hlled paci- 
fier. 

Tbe photograph ttudio of Blinky 
CoUiaa waa oo the third floor of a dit- 
foputable building in an equally un- 



tavory 'part of Chicago. There were 
no tinted picturea of beautiful bloodea 
nor pi ttem. aquare->aw«d men of af> 
faira in Bltnky't recepeton room. Hit 
clirnta. who came furtively there, were 
ttrongly oppoaed to having their pic* 
turea taken — they 
came foe other 
purpoaea. Foe the 
photo graphic 
work of Mr. Gol- 
lina waa atrictly 
commercial — and 
peculiar. There wtr% fingerprinta t« 
be photographe d and identified foe 
purpoae of private revenge, photo- 
grapha of people to be merged and re- 
pictured in compromiauig cloaeneaa for 
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iMMM »f kUckmuL Aad erta X-Ray 
ykatofrapby wa» iaclu4«d ia tk« ac«fa 
•f kis week. 

T he fTcat dtacoTcry f ft wkea a 
boa waa btoufki to tkc 4ta(y 
rooaa aad Mr. Colliaa waa aakrd t« 
akow what waa iaai4< U wttkowt the 
botkrr a«4 tac«av«»icaca *f diaturk- 
rsf lo«k aad acata Tk« X-Ray aaa- 
ckiaa araalrd abort It, aa4 a pkoto- 
(rapkic plate below waa developed to 
akow a auii)( of rouod diaca tkat coold 
caatly bare been pcarla. 

TVe tetnpoeary poaaeaaor of tke boa>, 
waa pleaacd witk tke rcoult — but 
BUnky waa putaled. For tke devel- 
oper had beoufbt out an odd reaulc 
There were tke ^earla aa eapeeted. but, 
toow there waa a anaall picture auper- 
ipooed a picture of a bald bead and 
a body beneath aeated bearde a deak. 
Tkc picture had been taken ftom above 
look inf aeraigkt down, and bead and 
deak were familiar. 

Blinky kr»ew tkcai both. Tkc odd 
port waa tkat kc kttew alao tkat both 
of tkeai were at tkat irtatant on tke 
ground floor of tke aame d tare putabl e 
building, directly under aivd two floora 
below kia workabop. 

Like Many great diacoverifa, tbia of 
Blinky'a came aa tkc reault of an acci- 
dent. He bad monkeyed with tke 
X-Ray generator ai>d had made cer- 
tain aubatitutiona. And here waa tke 
reault — a bald bead and a deak. pkoto- 
grapbed plainly through two heavy 
wo^ floo^ Blinky acrateked hia own 
bead in deep thought. And then he 
repeated tke operation. 

Tkia time there war a blonde head 
clooe to the bald one. and two people 
arere clooe to the deak and to cock 
other. Blinky knew then that there 
were hnancul poaaibilitiea in thia new 
line of portrait arork. 

It araa aome time before the rat eyea 
of the inventor arere able to aee ea- 
actly arkat they wanted through thia 
arrange device, but Blinky learned. 
And he fitted a teleacopc back of tkc 
ray and found that kc could look along 



it aiad arc aa if through a grout fuanoi 

arkat araa tranapiripg blocka and blo rh u 
away; kfl looked arkere kc would, and 
krtek aralla oe atone arere bka gtaoa 
arken tke new ray atruck through tkfm. 

Blinky never knew wkat ho had ■ 
never dreamed of tkc tremcndoua po- 
tcatMlitica ia hia oocillating etkcriml 
ray tkat had a range and penetration 
b e yond anything kitoam. But ka 
knew, ia a vague aray, that tkia ray araa 
a channel for light ararca to f^low, 
and kc learned that he could vary tke 
range of tke ray and tkat arkatever 
light waa ahoam at tke end of tkat 
range caanc to him aa clear and dro- 
tinct aa if kc arere there in tkc rooaa 

He aat for koura. atanng through tke 
teleacopc. He arould train tke device 
upon a building acrooa the atreet, then 
cut doam tkc current until tkc unaeen 
vibration penetrated irmidc tkc b ui ld- 
ing. If tkrrc waa nothing there of in- 
tercut he arould gradually incrcoae tke 
p ow er , and tkc ray arould catend out 
and ocill out into other rooaw.and be- 
yond them to otill otkera. Blinky 
had a lot of fun. but kc never forgot 
tke practical application of tkc device 
— practicaL tkat ia. from tkc diatorted 
viewpoint of a avarped aoind. 

**T'VE heard about your machine." 

X aaid a paaty-faced man one day, 
aa ^ aat in Blinky'a room, “and 1 
think it'a a lot of kooey. But I'd give 
juat one grand to know arko ia with 
tic diatrict attorney thia aainute." 

-Where U her aaked Blinky. 

"Taro blocka doam tke atreet. in tkc 
atation kouac . . . and if Pokey Bar- 
nard la with him. the louey atool- 
pigeon— " 

Blinky paid no attention to tkc 
otker'a opinion of one Pokey Barnard ; 
be araa buay antk a aputtering blue 
light and a teleacopc behind a ahield 
of heavy lead. 

-Put your money on the tabli." ke 
aaid. fleially: -tkere'a tkc dicka . . . 
and tkere'a Pokey. Take a look — " 

It waa aome few minutea later tkat 
Blinky learned of another valuable fan- 



ATTOUNOmO rrOBlBS 



tart ia Itit r» 7 . Kt wm wticKiag^tW 
Atanct attaraty wtaa Um paaty-facc4 
■HM fcnwbrd agtiaat a hMfiag bi* 
caa4cac«flt light. Thtrc waa a fait oi 
bare wt capoard. and aa it awuag iata 
tha ray tfat fuart la tW Calliaa atudio 
faira aat iaataatly. 

Bat tW aquiatiag tyca at t&« trie* 
acopc had acta '-toakctfaing &rtt. They 
had acta the apart form of the diatrict 
attaraey throw itatif from the chair aa 
if it had beta dealt a blow— or had re- 
caated aa electric chock. 

BItaky pat ia new fuaea — hearier 
a ne a a n d tried it agaia oa aaother 
aafajccL Aad agaia the maa at the re* 
ceiviag ead got a ahot of curreat that 
acat him aprawliag. 

'Now arhat the drvil— " demanded 
Bliaky. He atood oS and looked at 
the aaarfaine. the wire with ita 110 
aolta. the uiTiatblc ray that was ttreaaa- 
iag out. 

'It'a inaulated. the maefatne ia.~ he 
told fait caller, "to the juice aron't 
ahooe bock if I keep my handt off : 
but «rhy.~ he demanded profanely, 
'don't it abort oa the hrtt thing it 
tauchear* 

H e waa picturing raguely a ray 
like a teg inaulated cable, aritb 
light artd current both traveling along 
a core at ita center, cut off. inaulated 
by the ray, ao that only the bare end 
where the ray atopped could make con- 
tact. 

'Some more of them damn elec- 
trona.' he hararded. then demanded of 
hia caller: 'But am I one hell of a 
aaanrt guy? Or am 1?^ 

There waa no denying thia fact. The 
pooty-faced oaan told Blinky with 
latrid cmphaaia juat how amart. He 
had acen with bit own eyea and tbia 
waa too good to keep . 

He paid bia one grand and departed, 
hrat to make certain ncceaaary ar- 
raageoaenta for the untiaacly end of 
one Pokey Barnard, aqucaler, louae. et 
cetera, et cetera, and tbea to apread 
the glad newa through the underworld 
of CoUina' invention. 



That waa Bliaky'a teg miarakt. aa 
waa ahowa a few daya later. Nat many 
had taken fcrioualy the account of the 
photograpber'a CBperimcata. but there 
waa one who had. aa waa evident. A 
bearded man. whoae eyea atared aoma- 
what wildly from beneath a ahock of 
ffowry hair, entered the Collina work* 
room aad locked the door behind him. 
Hu Eagliah waa imperfect, bm the 
heavy autoaaatic ia bia hand could not 
be m iau n d e ntood He forced the 
trembling inventor to give a denaonatra* 
tion. aad the viaator*a face ahowed 
every evidence of delight. 

*T^ cur.reat.' he demanded with 
careful worda. 'the electreek cur-reat. 
you ahall do alao. Yea?'^ 

Agaia the autocMtic brought ipiick 
aaaent. aad again the viaitor ab^ed 
kia complete aatiafactiocc Showed it 
by alugging the inventor quietly aad 
efhciently aad packing the apparatua 
ia the teg auitcaae he had brought. 

Blinky Colliiu had been food of that 
machine. He had found a form of tele* 
viaion with imcouated pooaitelitien. 
and it had been for him the perfect in- 
atrument of a blackmailing Peeping 
Tom: he had teamed the aecret of di< 
rected wirelem tran^miaaioa of power 
and had aeen it aa a meaiu for annoy- 
ing bia er.emir«. Yet Blinky Collina 
the late Blinky Collina— offered no 
leaat objection when the bearded man 
walked off with the machine. Hia 
body, apeawicd awkwardly ia the cor- 
ner. waa quite dead. . . . 

A nd now, aoene two montba later, 
ia bia Waahiagton oflke. the 
Chief of the United Statea Secret Ser- 
vice puahed a paper acrooa hia deck to 
a waiting man and leaned back in hia 
chair. 

'What would you make of that, 
Del r be aaked 

Robert Dclamairr reached leiaurely 
for the paper. He regarded it arith 
aleepy, balf-cloaed eyea. 

There waa a crude drawing of an eye 
at the lop. Below waa printed— not 
wrirteta— a meaaage in careful, praciaa 



THE EYE or ALLAH 
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Wttm: *Tak« «»rnia(. TW Eye *f 
AlUk U upoa yo«L Yo« tktll iaatruc- 
tioa» r««ciTc ttvm tioM to timt. Vot~ 
low thtwL Obey." 

P<Ua«l«r Uu(k«d. *^by Mk me 
I tkiak of a nut tetter like tkat. 
YotiVe had pleaty of tkem )uM aa 
eraay,- 

~nia didn't come to me." aaid tke 
Ckief ; *it waa addreaoed to tke Preai* 
dent of tke United Statea.' 

'Well, tkere trill be otkera. and we 
^ trill ran tke poor aap dotm. Nothing 
o«t of the ortUaary I akould eay.' 

Tkat ia what 1 thought— at hrat. 
Read tkia — ** Tke big. heary-oet anan 
puabed another and aimiUr paper 
acroaa tke deak. Tkia one waa ad- 
drcaaed to the Secretary of State.** 

Delamatcr did not read it at once. 
He held both papera to the light; kia 
Sngera touched t^ edgea only. 

**No watermark.** be muaed; 'ordi- 
nary white writing atock— aeld in all 
the Are and ten-.cent atorea. Tried 
tbeae for Sagerprinta I aoppooe?" . 

'Read it,** auggeated the Chief. 

'Another picture of an eye.' mid 
Delamater aloud, and read : ' *Waming. 
You are dealing with an emiaaary from 
a foreign power who ia aa unfriend of 
my country. See him no more. Thia 
ia the hrat and laat araraiag. The Eye 
of Allah watekea.* 

'And what ia thia below — t *He did 
not care for your cigara. Mr. Secretary. 
Neat time — but there muat be no neat 
tioae.*' 

D elamater read aWly— Urily. 

He aeemed only alightly inter- 
eoted eacept when he fame to the odd 
coracluaioo of the note. But the Ckief 
knew Delafuater and knew bow that 
alow Indolence could gtec place to a 
feeeriah. alert concentration when 
arork waa to be done. 

'Craey aa a loon.' waa the man'a 
concluaion aa be dropped the papera 
upon the deck. 

'Crary.' hia chief corrected, 'like a 
foal Read the laat line again; then get 
thia— 



**Tke Secretary of State fa mrrtif 
with a foreign agent arko io here a er y 
muck incog. Came ia m a ae r e aat of 
a real ambaaaador. Slipped 9 uietly isao 
Waahington. and not a aoul kn^ ko 
waa kerc. He a»et the Secretary ia a 
clooed rofm; oo one aaw him coaae or 
leaeo— " 

'Well, tke Secretary tcUa me tkat 
ia that room where nobody could are 
he offered tkia man a cigar. Hia riai- 
tor took it. tried la amoke H. apolo- 
gired — and lit one of hia own rile cig- 
ar ettea.' 

'Haa-mP Delamater aat a link 
atrmigkter ia hia chair; kia eyebroero 
were raiaed now ia queationing ar t on 
iakment. 'Dictapbooef Some em- 
ployee of the Departaaent lieteniag 
inr 

'Impoaaible.' ^ 

'Now that begina to be intereatia^' 
the other conceded. Hia eyeo had leal 
their aleepy look. 'Want eoe to taka 
it onr 

'Later. Right now I want you to 
take tkia eiaitiag gentleman under 
your peraonal charge. Here ia tke 
name and the room and hotel where he 
ia ataying. He ia to meet aritk tke 
Secretary to-night — be knows srhere. 
You anfl get to him unoboerred aboo 
lutely unaeen; I can Icaee that to you. 
Take him yourself to hia appointment, 
and take him arithout a beam band. 
But have what men you want tail you 
and watch out fw apten . . . Then, 
when he ia throughTbriag him hack and 
delieer him aafely to hia roooa. Com- 
prayr 

'Right— giee me Wilkina and Saaeed. 
1 rather think I can get thia bird there 
and back sritbout being seen, but par- 
hapa they may catch Allah kee^ng 
tate oo ua at that.' He laughed 
amusedly as he took tke paper eritk tke 
.name and addresa 

A WALTER arith pencil and order- 
pad might hare been seen aooM 
hours later going aa if from tke 
kitchen to the ninth Boor of a Waah- 
iagton hotel. And the same wsiter, a 
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ASTOUNDING STOUBS 



f«v aiAMtM Ut«r. wm twconim^ • 
g«Mi tnm a rear a*rrica-4e«r t* an 
tf awapKuoua car parked Bcarb>)r. TW 
waiter alipped bekiad tke wbeeL 

A taxi, wikoae driver waa kalf aaleep. 
waa parked a kuadred feet bekir^ 
tkew at tkc curb. Aa tkey drove awajr 
and ao etker aipi of life waa aceo ia 
tkc qaiet atrret the driver «f the taai 
jrawned oataatatioualjr and decided to 
acek a new atand. He neglected poa- 
aikle farea until a nan be called Sneed 
bailed bun a block farther on. Thejr 
followed alowljr after the hrat car . . . 
and they trailed it again on ita return 
after tone houra % 

~Safc aa a church." they reported to 
the driver of the brat car. "We'll awcar 
that nobodp waa checking up on that 
trip" 

And: ~0. K." Dclarnater reported to 
bia chief the neat morning. "Put 
one ever on thia aelf-appointed Allah 
that time." 

But the Chief did not reply: be waa 
looking at a altp of paper like tboae 
he had ahown bia operative ^br day 
before. He toaacd it to Oclair^ptcr and 
took up the phone. 

"To the ^cretary of S^atr." Dela* 
mater read. "You had your warning 
Neat time you diaobey it ahall be you 
who diea.' 

The aignaturc waa only the image of 
aa eye. 

'I^HE Chief waa calling a number: 

X Delamatcr recognired it aa that of 
the hotel be had viaitcd. "Manager, 
plcaae. at once." the big man waa aay- 
iag 

He identiSed himacif to the diatant 
man. Then: "Pleaae check up on the 
man in nine four aeven. If he doean't 
aaawcr. enter the room and report at 
once — I will bold the phone. . ." 

The man at the deak tapped ateadily 
with a pencil: Robert I^lamater aat 
quietly, tenaely waiting. But aome 
aiath acnae told him what the anawer 
would be. He waa not aurpriaed when 
the Chief repeated what the phone had 
arhiapered. 



"Dcndf ... Yoal t • . Lmve ev er y- 
thing aboolntely undiaturbed. We will 
be right over." 

"Get Doctor Brooke. Del." be aoid 
quietly: "the Eye of Allah waa watch- 
ing alter alL" 

Robert Oelamater waa ailent aa they 
drove to the hotel Where had he 
clipped? He truoted Smeod and Wil- 
kina entirely; if they aaid bia car had 
net been followed it had noc And the 
viaitor bad been diaguiaed: be bad acen 
to that. Then, where had thia peraon 
stood — thia being who called Uaocif 
the Eye of Allah? 

"Chief." he aaid haally. "I didn't slip 
—nor Wilktna or Soared." 

"Someone did." replied the big man. 
"and it wasn't the Eye of Allah, 
either." 

'The naanager of the hotel was wait- 
ing to take them to the roowL Ht un- 
locked the door with bis paaa key. 

"Noc a thing touched." be aaaured 
the Secret Service men: "there be ia. 
just the way we found bioa." 

In the doorway betwocn the bedroom 
and bath a body waa boddlad Doctor 
Brooks knelt quickly b es ide it. Hia 
hands worked swiftly for a m om en t, 
then be rose to his feet. 

"Dead." be annouiaced. 

"How long?" aaked the Chief. 

"Some tiaae. Hours I should say — 
perhaps eight or ten." 

"Cause?" the query waa brief. 

"It will take an autopsy to determine 
that. 'There it no blood or wound to 
be seen." 

T he doctor was again raamining 
the partly rigid body. He opened 
one hand : it held a cake of soap. 7'here 
waa a grease mark on hand. 

Dcimater aupplicd the caplanatiott. 
"He touched aome grease on the old 
car I waa uain^" be aaid. "Must have 
goc^ directly to wash it oM. Se e — 
there ia water spilled on the Soor." 

Water had indeed been aplaahsd on 
the tile Aoor of the bath room; a pool 
of it still remained about the beirvy, 
foreign- looking shoes of the dead moa. 



THS KTB OF ALLAH 



1 —I Tti iiig la It caafkt DcUmmct's 
•7*. H« lcan«4 ta pt«k mf tW«« 
p<Uct» of aotaJ. UJu mbaII skot. roa od 
aad akuuaf. 

'lU k«<f tk«oc.* kc m* 4. “tkoock 
tkc oMfl WM nrrcy killed wttk akot aa 

aaaaJl aa tkat,' 

*Wc akaJI kavc to wait for tk« a»- 
tapoy report.* aaid tkc Ckirf criaply: 
~tkot aaay (tee tkr cauar of deatk. 
Waa tkerc aayooc ia tkr roo»— did 
yoa enter it witk kiM Uot aigkt. Del K 

"Ho.* aaid tkr opr ratter ; *W waa 
eery auck a(Uatrd wkm we (ot krre 
— diaMaard at ratkrr cartiy M tkr 
door. Hr waa 9 «itr uport akowt aoaar* 
tkmf apoke ^gUak a oar too well 
and aaid aoawtking aboat a warmia( 
aad daaawd oar trrrct Sar ei ca a ia- 
rftcirot.* 

"A waraiagr aaid tkr CkarL Tkr 
dead aaa’a brief caa waa oa tka bad. 
Hr crooard to it aad aadid tkr otrapo; 
tkr topaMoi paper toM tkr reaaoa for 
tkr Boa'a diaqairt. It akawtf tkr fa- 
■Mliar, atariaf rye. Aad k ra aa t k tkr 
rye waa a waroiag: tkaa bob itb to 
dir if kr did Bot trree Waakiagtoa at 
OBcr. 

Tkr Ckirf tamed to tkr kotcl aiao- 
ager. "Waa tkr door locked?* 

"Yea.* 

"Bat it ia a aprimg lock. S o t o ne 
coaid kaee gaor oat aad cloord it af> 
trr biak* 

"Not tkia tiBC. Tkr dcad-boh waa 
tkrowB. It ukra a key to do tkat froB 
tkr oa tai dr or tkia tbuBb-tum oa tkr 
laaidr,* Tkr kotel Baa draaoeatrated 
tkr actioB of tkr kraey bolt. 

"Tkca. artth a duplicate key. a awn 
coaM koee left tkia rooB aad locked 
tkr door krkiBd ktra.* 

"Abooliftely not. Tkr Aoor^lrrk 
arM oa daty all aigbt. 1 kree qura- 
board krr: tkia rooB waa aadrr krr 
ryea all tkr ttaar. tkr aaw tkia aBo 
retara. aaw yoar Baau krre"— aad kr 
pointed to DrUaBtrr — "Icaee kiB at 
tkc door. Tkerc wb bo prraoa left tkr 
rooB after tkat.* 

"trr about tkr rutopry. Doctor." tkc 
Charf ordered. 



And to tkr Baaigtrt *Mo« a tkkig 
krre Bart br t ouckad. AdBft oaly 
Mr. DclaBaUf and bo oor alae anlaao 

kc eouckra for tkcaa. 

"DcL* kc told tkc oprratie|. *Tki 
gietag you a ckaacc to Bake up far 
laat aigkt. Co to it.* 

Aad Robert DclaBatrr "went to it* 
witk all tkc tkorougkncB at kia cob- 
Band, and witk a total lack of raouh. 

T he autopry kciprd not a* aU. 

Tkc aaan waa dead; it waa appar- 
ently a natural dcatk. "Not a acratet 
nor a mark oa kiB.* waa tkc report. 
But: *. . . neat tiBc it will be you,* 
tkc note witk tkc aeariag rye kad 
warned tkr Secretary of State. Tkr 
writer of it waa taking full credit for 
tkc Byatmoua dertk. 

Robert DcUaiater kad tkree aBull 
beta of awtal. like tiay akot. and kr 
racked kia brain to connect tkcB aritk 
tkc dcatk Tkerc were kagerpriata, 
too. beautifully dreeloprd upon tW 
Byatmoua auariera p n nta that t^ 
li^ with none ia tkr recorda. Tkcrr 
were analyaca of tkc paper— of tkc ink 
— 4nd not a chic ia aay of tkcaa. • 
Juat tkree pelirta of Bctal. Robert 
DclaBatrr bad failed utterly, aad kc 
waa bitter ia tkc kn owledge of kia 
failure. '' 

"Hr kad you apoetrd. Drl.* tkc ^irf 
laaiatrd- "Tkr writer of tkrac notcu 
awy be craxy, but be wb clrrer enough 
to know tkat tbia man did are tkc Sec- 
mary. And kc waa waiting for kiB 
wkm kr came back; then hr killed 
buB." 

"Without a nurk?* 

"He killed bim.* the Chief repeated: 
"tkm br left— aad tkat'a that* 

"But." DcUaiatcr objected, "tkr 
rooB clerk — * 

* — took a nap." broke ia tkc Ckirf. 
But DelaBater could not be Btiabed 
with tkc erplaiution. 

"Hr got kia. all right." hr conceded. 
* — got it ia a locked rooB aiac atonra 
aboee tkc atreet. witk no pooaikla 
awana of bringing it upon bunarlf — 
and BO wu^ for tkr a nir dr r er to rocapa. 



ArrouNDDto rroBixs 



X tan f9m fWr« b io<— soc« *• 
tfcb : jmm tk« Ictm !• tW Strttarj, m 
If thb Bxt •{ Albk w«r« «po« 

TW C^f var«4 all that aattU. "A 
cirrw •fj," W iaaiat(4. ’^•o clrv«r 
fm 7 ««a A»4 a darn (ood fueaacr; 

W had na all footed. But wc’rc deal- 
inf With a modoun. not a ghoot. and 
W didn't aail in through a ninth atory 
window nor go out through a locked 
door; neither did he apy on the Sec- 
retary of State in hia prieate o&ce. 
Don't try to oaake a aupernatural BBya- 
tery out of a failure. DeL** 

'IW big man's words were tempered 
arith a laugh, but there was an edge of 
aarcaaaa. ill-cocKealcd- 

A ND then came the neat note. And 
the neat. The letters were 
.mailed at various points in and about 
the city: they came in a flood. And 
they arerc addressed to the President 
of the United States, to the Secretary 
of War— of the Navy — to all the Cab- 
inet members * And all earned the 
same threat under the staring eye. 

TW United States, to this man. rep- 
resented all that was tyrannical and 
oppressive to the downtrodden of the 
earth. He proposed to end it — this 
government first, then others in their 
turn. It was the outpouring of a 
wildly irrational mind that came to 
\the office of the harassed Chief of the 
United States Secret Service, who 
had instructions to run this man down 
— this man who signed himself TW 
Eye of Allah. And do it quickly for 
tW notes were threatening. Otficul 
Washington, it seeriKd. was getting 
juaf^ and was making caustic in- 
quiries as to why a Secret Service dc- 
partaaent was maintained 
The Chief, himself, was directing 
tW investigation — and getting no- 
where 

'Here is tW latest.'' W said one 
morning, 'Mailed at New York.' Del- 
amater and a dorm otWr operatives 
were in his office; W showed them a 
letter printed like all tW others. TWre 



SPSS tW eye, and besscstb w ere words 
thsi msdc tW renders catch their 
breath. 

"TW kye of Allah sceo— it hns 
warned now it will destroy. TW dsy 
of judgment b st hand TW bottlo- 
ship MufUmd b at anchor in tW Hnd- 
ton Biver y New York. No more shsll 
it be tW mes p oQ of a despot govern- 
mrat. It mil W destroyed st twelve 
o'clock on September fifth.' 

'Wild Ulk.' said tW Chsef. 'but to- 
day u tW fourth. TW Commander of 
tW Mttfltmd has bem orsmed sp- 
proscb by sir or water will W impoo- 
sibb. I wont you mm to patrol tW 
shore and nail t^ ansn if W shows up. 
Lord k ssoi what W intmdo— hluffisig 
peobshly— but W may try some fool 
stunt. If W do es get himP 

E LSVEN-THIKTY by tW watch 
on Bobert Delamater's wrist 
found bbs seated in tW bow of a 
speed-boat tW follosring • morning. 
irWy potrolbd slowly up and 
tW abort. TWre were fellosr n^era- 
tives. W knew, scores of tbeas. posted 
at all points of vantage alo^ tW 
docks 

Eleven forty-five a nd tW roar of 
seaplanes came from above where air 
patroU were guarding tW skies. Small 
boots drove bock and forth on set 
courses: no curious sight-seeing craft 
could approach the Mary/aad that day. 
On board tW battleabip. too. there wm 
activity apparmt. A bugk aoiiodcd. 
and the warning of bellowing KUaona 
echoed acrom the water. Here, in the 
peace and safety of tW ^ poet. tW 
grrat anan-of-war 'was sounding gen- 
eral quarters and a scurry of running 
men sbowc]! for an taatant on her 
decks Anti-aif craft guna twung ai- 
Imtly upon laaaginary targets— 

The watcher emiled at tW sbanrdity 
of It all— this preparatian to repel tW 

attack of a mld-eyed writer of r 

threats And yet — and yet — He knew, 
too. there was apprehemion in hb fra- 
qumt glances at hb watch. 

One astnutc to gal DcloMtar 



THK BYB or ALLAH 
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krrt tW tlMr*. Aad. 

k* cmmid mot k*ep kU oyto 
from tht Mf i>c^tiaf-«lup ailkowctted 
M clomrtj Wm tkaa a aUU away, too- 
tiomlem omi wajttaf — waitmy- for 
wkat } Ha aaw tkc great turretad guaa. 
Mclaaa a^aiaat tkia ptimj, iaaiaiMa o^ 
poACAt. Above tbaa tba bgbttaf tope 
were glraiag. A«4 above t bai* 
DetaMtcr abaded bta eyea with a 
^luck. tettaa baod: tba tip of tba aaaat 
waa aparkliag. Tbare waa a btoa Aaab 
that gUatad aloof tba etaeL It waa 
foaw to reappear aa tba bfbtiaf top 
ttaalf — tbaa lower. 



W HAT waa itf tba watebiag aaaa 
waa aakiag biaaaalf. Wbat did 
it briag to aaad f A atrcet-car? A de- 
fective troUay t Tba aippiag Aaab of a 
coataM Bade aad brobM? That laatl 
Liba tba toocb of a iaviatbla wire. 



limwadoiHly charged, a wire tbat 
tooebod aad retraatad. tbat la a da aad 



workiag toward tba deck. It fch ita 
way to tba body of tba abip: tba arc 
^waa pUia. atarti^ freaa Mid-air to biaa 
agaaaat tba arMoaed aida ; tba arc abort- 
aoad waat to aorbiag — v aai a be d. . . . 
A pofl of iiaabr froa aa opca port 
proved ita prroaara iaoidr. Delamatcr 
bad tba coovictioa tbot a deadly aoatc- 
tbiag bad gooa tbroogk the abip'a atda 
— waa taoolatcd froao it — waa acarcb- 
iag with Ita blaaiag. arciag ead for tba 



Tba reaUaatioo of tbat creepiag 
Mcnaca fair to Dalamatcr with a grip- 
ptag. BOMbiag borror. Tba accooda 

were ih 1 eadlcaa aa ba waited. 

Slowly, bafere bia urribad eyea. tba 
deck of tba great abip bulged upward 
. . . alawiy it relied aad tore apart 
. . . a aMiBmotb turret with aiataen- 
iacb guaa waa Uftiag uaburriadly iato 
tba air . . . there were bodiee of laeo 
reebatiag akyward . . . 

Tba aaiad of tba m»oa waa raciag at 
Ughtmiag apeed. aad tba havoc before 
bb^ocoMad atore bombla ia ita alow, 
leiourefy pregieoa. If be could oaly 
aw 1 1 da aotnatbiagl 



Tba a back of the blaotrd air otruck 
bis aprowUag iato tba bo rt oM of the 
boat; tba Uotaoar waa boMMorod al- 
Htooc to niifwroa by tba deofoabtg 
thunder tbat battered aad tore through 
the atill air. At top apeed tba belao- 
moa drove Ice tba abaltar of a bidd en 
cove. Tbayaaade it an ioataat before 
the great wavea atrock high upon tba 
aand ^t. Over tba bay bung a bol- 
l oo n iog cloud of black and gray — lift- 
ing for aa ioataat to ahow ia atark 
ghaatUaeaa the wreckage, broken aad 
twiated. that. Marked wbere the bottia- 
abap Mefjload reatad ia tba Mod ia tba 
harbor of New York. 

T he eyea of tba Secret Service 
naee were bllad with the iadalihla 
impreao of what they bad oeen. Agaia 
and again, before baa, can>a the viaion 
of a abip fuU of aoen ia bombla. alow 
diatategratioo : bia Mind waa nuMbod 
aad bia actiono aad rcoctiono were 
largely autiunatif But aooaabow be 
found btmoelf fan tba roar of tba aub- 
way. aad later ba Mt ia a chair and 
knew be waa ia a PuIteMi of a WaA- 
iagton train. 

Ha rode for boura ia preoccupied 
eilcnca. bia gaaa heed unoeeiagly. 
atriviag to reocb out aad out to aonaa 
diataat. uakaown aoMctbiag which ba 
waa tryiag to viaualiaa. But ba looked 
at intervale at bia hand that bald three 
Metal pelleta. 

Ha waa groping for tba mental aa- 
quenca which would bring the few 
known facta together add indicate 
their cauaa. A threat— a aeeMiag apy- 
ing within a cloned and arcret reoM 
the Murder on the ninth Sooa. a Mur- 
der aritbout trace of wouad or we a pon. 
Weapon I Ha etared agaia at the tangi- 
ble evidence ba bald: than abook hie 
bead ia perplexed aboC faction. No— 
the Man waa killed by unknown mreaa 
Aad now — the MorjUadl Aad a 
viaibla &nger cl deatb-^oucbiag.'Aaab- 
ing. feeling ita way to the deadly cargo 
of powder aacka. 

Not dU be eat alone with hia chief 
did ba put into worda bia tbougbta. 
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ATTOUNDIMC STOKIES 



-A dmt btmk did H.- tht ChUt wm 
~Tka •OcMte Acaj it, bat wbat 
•cWr — » ti u tkerwt N* ea« ap- 
praarbtd that abtp y»m know 
Dai— oo taapcd* mot acnal bomb I 
NoabiAf aa laacafiU aa tbatf* 

Robert Delanater’a Upa formed a wry 
MMle. ~No(biaf aa fattcifsl aa that'— 
asd he waa thiakutf. thiaking— of what 
he hardly dared eaperaa. 

"We will atart anth the ahip'a per* 
aoaaeL* the other coatiau*dr''had 
ere r y oiaa who waa aot oa board wbea 
the eap l aa i o n occurred — ' 

'No uae.' the operattec latcrrvpted: 
~thia waa do laatde job. Chief.' He 
pauaed to chooae hta worda while the 
other watched km corioualp. 

' S o t o ne did reach that ahip— 
reached it from a diataacc — reached it 
ia the iwnt way they reached that poor 
dmi 1 left at roaoa aiae forty aeectt. 
Uatrtv— - 

H e told hia ouperioe of hia eifil 
oo the apeed-boat— of the alaaoat 
h ae ia ibie flaab afaiaai the ahip'a eaaat. 
'He reached it. Chief.' he coDcluded: 
~he felt or aaw hia way down aod 
throufh the aide of that ahip. And 
he bred their aaanunitioo from Cod 
kaowa where ' 

'1 woader.' aaid the bt( aiaa aiowly; 
'I wocMler if you know jmot what you 
are tryia( to tell a w jmtt how abaurd 
your idea la Are you aenoualy hiat> 
img at loDg-diataace etaaou tluou(b 
aolid armor-plate— throufh theae walla 
of atone and ateell Aod wtrelcaa 
power-traoamiaaion through the tame 
walla— r 

'EaactlyP aaid the operatiee. 
"Wby. Del. you muat be aa crary 
aa thia Rye of Allah indreidual. It'a 
iaopoaaihie' 

'That word.' aaid Delamater. quietly, 
'haa been croaaed owt of aciemi^ 
booka ia the paat few yeara.' 

"What do you meaar 
'You hare atudied aoow pbyaical aci* 
eoce. of courae?' DelatMter aaked. 
The Chief nodded. 



mcoa that up to recent y ea ra ac teuc a 
had all the poaaibilitioa aod unpoaat* 
Wlitiea neatly drrtded and ca t i l agu e d 
Ifaorance. aa ahraya. wm the beat baa i a 
for powtiee aaaurance. Then they gut 
ineidc the atoua. And aiace then your 
real acieatiat hm been a eery buaab(y 
man He haa aeen the i m poae i bilrty of 
yeaterday become the catabliahed fact 
of to-day.' 

The Chi^ of the United Statea So- 
cret Serrice wm tapping with n er eoua 
imtation on the deak before hian 
'Yea, year be agreed, and again he 
looked oddly at hia op era tiee. 'Per- 
hapa there ia aomet hin g to that; you 
work along that line. Del : you can haee 
a free hand Take a few daya o€. a 
little eiratior if you wtah. Yea— and 
aak Sprague lo.atrp ia from the ocher 
oftcc; he haa the pe r aonoel liat.' 

R obert delamater fen the 

other'a cyea follow him m he left 
the room. 'And that about lata aac 
out.' he told himaeli; 'he thinka I'ee 
gone cuckoo, now.' 

He atopped ia a corridor; hia ingire. 
fumbling ia a eeai pocket, hod t ouch ed 
the bttla metal apberoa. Agma hia 
mind ftaahed back to the chain of eeeuu 
he had lirUted together. Ha turned to- 
ward aa inner af hee , 

'1 would bke to aee Doctor Brooka.' 
be aaid. And when the pbyeiriaa ap- 
peared: A^bout that man who waa 

murdered at the hotel. Doctor — ' 
'Who died.' the doctor corroc ted ; 
~we found no eetdencc of m ur d er .' 

'Who waa murdered.' the aperatiee 
taaiatcd 'Hare you hia clething where 
I can enamine HI' 

'Sure.' agreed the phyaician. He led 
Delamater to another r oom and brought 
out a boa of the dead mon'a electa. 

'But if it'a murder you capoct to 
prove you’ll And no help in thia.' 

The Secret Serrice man noddad. 'TU 
look them over, joat the aamc.' he aaid. 
Tbanka.' 

Alone ia the rooaa. he went ooer the 
cloching piece by piec e . Again he ea- 
aaaiacd each garment, each pocket, the 
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Uatef, M W 6mmg W(«r« wWa ir«c 
Im iMk tW c««» McttL Im 
W MM km4 actsL 
Bm wbt» • kc»ry «ko« vm ia 
kia IimkIi Aid tk« aiiiiMM frown r«lu 
fraa abont kia ryt*. 

~Of conrac.** ka wkiapcrcd. kalf 
akwd. 'Wkat a fool 1 waal I akonid 
kao« tkonckt of tkaL* 

Tka aoica of tka akoaa vara aawad. 
kot. kaarda tka atitcWa waaa aortal 
afarki. wkaaa cokkla r *a naUa wart 
driaan- Aad ia tka aela of oaw akoa 
wara tkrca tmj k a laa . 

'McJtad r ka aaid caaltaatijr. 'Craxy. 
mm L Quaff Tkia Ma waa ata n dta< 
oa a wat ftoor; ka awda a farfcct 
ground. Aad ka got a |olt tkM awltad 
tkaoa aatla wkan H Waakad out of ktaa.** 
Ha ahapfod tka clotking carafoUj 
aad raplac^ H la tka Sea. Aad ka ia- 
^ garad tka lartal patlata ia kia pockat aa 
'ka alippcd 9 uiat >7 froaa tka room. 



H e did aot atop to talk oritk Dec> 
tar Brooka; ka w oata d to tkiak. 
40 poador opoa tka iacrodikla proof of 
tka tkaary W kad kardly darad kaliara. 
Tka Ejra of Allak— tka oMniar waa 
roal; aad kia powor for arlll Tkara 
waa work to ka doa a . aad tka point of 
bagi&iag waa aot 

How far did tka iaaioikta ana raackf 
How far could tka Eye of Allak ora? 
Wkara waa tka gaaantor— tkeyertgia 
of tkia wiralcoa pow er ; aloM what 
ckaaitcl did it fUw f A ny of lij^tlaaa 
figkt an lUkocan rtkaraol ribratiotL 
. . . Dclaaaatcr could oeUy gucaa at tka 
aaawtra.' 



Tka currant to kill a naan or to flaak 
a apark into ailkan p owde r boga naad 
aot ba kaary. ka ka^. Fire k n adr ad 
— a tkfuwind voho— if tka Myotartoua 
' carried Jt eritkout rcoiataaca 
aritkout loaa. Poopla kad bean 
killod by koeiaa ligktiiig c ur ran ta a 
■rre 110 aoho— wkan coaditioaa w er e 
rigkL Tkara would ba no peculiar or 
denaand opoa tka p ower c ew 
to point kiaa toerard tka k tddaa 



Ha 



aigkt. aad naoming brought no aaowor 
to kia repeated yiiorineaa ' But it 
brought a kurry call frona kia CUaf. 

“Right away,* waa tka iaatmetioa: 
'don’t loaa a nuuita. Coma to tka 



oftca.* 

Ha fouad tka big aaan M kia dcak. 
Ha eroa quiet, uaknrriad, kart tka ep> 
rrauee knew m a glaaca tka tmaa ro> 
preaaion that oraa bautg cacrci aa d tk a 
iron control of aarrea that dawMadad 



action aad fouad iacompataaca aad 
balplaoanaoa iaMcod. 

“I don't kaliaec )rour fantaaric tkao 
riao.* ba told Dalamotar. ~io>proctiral 
Ha Handed tka 



wMtiag man a paper. “Wa aauM not 
Icaec a acana uaturnad.** 



DalaoMtar aaid aotking: ka looked at 
tka paper in kia hand. *To tka Preoi* 
dent ^ tka United ttMaa.* ka rood. 
“Prepare to meat your Cod. Friday. 
Tka eighth. Twelee o'clock.* 

Tka aignature ka hardly aaw; tka 
acariag, open aye wna all too familiar. 

'“Tkat ia ti marriw.* aaid Delamnter 
aoftly. *Tka Prauident dioa to mar* 
row.* 



axplodad tka Chief. *Do 

Xu you rnaliaa erkut tkat mconaf 
Tka Preaidcat murdered — more kill* 
tnga to follow and tka killer nn- 
kaownl Wby tka co u n tr y will ba in a 
panic : tka whole atructurc of tka Coe* 
cmaaani ia tkreotanadr 

Ha pauaed. than added aa ka atruck 
,kia open Hand upon tka daak: ~I eriD 
kaqc rrery aeaiUbla man ^ tka White 
Hopaa.* 

'Yor witnaaoeaf* aakad DelaMtar 
coldly. 

Tka big man atared M kia opar ati et; 
tka liaaa of kia face were aagging. 

“Do you bahrea really — ka can 
atrika k^ t ook a t kia da^ — from a 
diatancaf* 

“I kaow h.* DalJMtcr’a kngera 
played for a aoom an t oritk throe kita 
of metal ia kia pocket. Unconocionaly 
he Toicad kia tkougkta: “Doaa tka 

Preaidcat kaee naila in kia akoaa. I 
wondarr 



rcotlaaaly throughout tka 
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"Wtet — wlMt'a tiwtr* Um Cki«f 4e> 

B«t DcUoMter ixl» do reply. He 
«M pectwiaf the Pre«t4cat. He would 
be eceted at hie deeh. weiti*c, wmitia^ 
. . . aod the belle would be rinfiDg end 
wbitelee blowiaf froa diateat ebope 
wbea the bolt would etnhe. ... It 
would Saeh froa hie feet . . . thTou(h 
the thick in( ... throuf h the r«(. . . . 
It would here to (toutmL 

He DO heed to hie Chicr e re- 

peated queettoo. He wee eeetng. Dot 
the rug ia the Preeideetiel o&ce. but 
below it — uaderDeath it— a heavy pad 
of rubber. 

'If he caa be inauLite^— ' be eaid 
aloud, aad eured uaaeetagly at hie 
eagerly lieteaiag auperto^pkeeven the 
telephone cut — ao poeaible conaection 
with the grouDd — " 

'For Cod*e eake. Del. if you'ee got 
aa idea — aay hope at all I I’oi — I’a up 
agaiaat it. Del.' 

The operative ‘brought hie dietant 
gaae back to the roota and the maa 
acrooa froaa kiaa. 'Yee.' he eaid elow- 
ly, thoughtfully. 'I've got the begia- 
oiag of an idea: I don't eee the rad 

of it yet. 

.'We can cut him off frota the ground 
—the Preeident. I tan make an ia- 
aulated ielaad where he eita But thte 
deni will get him the iaatant he Iravee 
. . . unleea . . . ualeae. . . .' 

'Yee — yee?* The ChieT e voice wae 
high-pitched with aaiioua impatteace; 
for t^ hret time he wee admittiag to 
hiawetf hta complete hclp le ea n ree ia 
thie emergency. 

'Unleea.' eaid Dclamater, m the idea 
grew and took ahape. ~ualem that wire- 
leea chaaaci worke both waye If it 
doee ... if it doee. . . .' 

The big Been atadc a geeture of com- 
plete laco mpf t heaainn 

'‘WaitP eaid Robert Dclamater. 
aharpip If ever hie eleepy iadolence 
had obeled hie Chief, there waa aone 
to do eo now ia the voice that rang 
like cold eteeL Hie eyee were elite 
under the deep-drawn teowe. aad hia 
mouth wae ock etraigbt kite. 



T O the hnater there ia do greeter 
game than man. And Robert Delo- 
mater. naaa-huater. had hia treachcroua 
quarry ia eight. He bred ataccato quee- 
tioDo at hia Chief. 

~Ia the Preeident at hia deek at 
twelve?" 

-Yea.' 

'Doee he know — about thie?" 

-Yee.' 

'Doee he know it meane death?" 

The Chief aodded. 

~l tec a way— a chaace." eaid the op- 
erative. 'Do I got a free hand?"* 

-Yee — Good Lord, yea I If there'e 
aay chaace of — 

Dclamater atlenced him. '1*11 be the 
one to take the chance.' be eaid grimly. 
'Chief. 1 inteied to impereoaatc the 
Preeident." 

"Now lietea The Preeident and I 
are about the tame build. I know a 
man who caa take care of the mahc-up; 
he will get me by anything but a clone 
iaapectMU. Thte Rye of Allah, up -to 
DOW. hae worked only ia the light. 
Well have to gamble on that and work 
our cimage ia the dark. 

The Preeident asuat go to bed aa 
uaual — unp rem upon him that he may 
be nader conotaot aurvetllaace. Then, 
ia the night, he le a ve a 
"Oh. I know be won't want to hide 
h im e e lf. but he moat. That'a up to yon. 

'Arraage foe me to go to hia room 
before daylight. From that minute on 
1 am the Preeident. Get me hia row- 
tiae fee that morniag; laauet follow if 
eb ae to arouae ao leaat euepicioo." 

“•DUT * •**—“ beC« ^ 

X3. Chief. Too erill imperaoaatc 
hina — yee— -but what then? Yon erill 
be killed if thia maniac aaakee good. 
Ia the Preeident of the United Sintce 
to be a fugitive? le— " 

'Hold ocu bold ooT eaid Delanantcr. 
He lenaed bock in hia chair; hia face 
relaaed to a wnilc. then a laugh. 

'I've got H alt now. Perhape it will 
work. If not—' A ahrug of Um aboul- 
dera completed the thought. 'And 1 
have been eboot in g it to you pretty 



THS EYE OF ALLAH 



(aM k«T«s‘t 1 1 Nov bcrc u id«* — 

naoM be ia tbc Prcsidcot'c chair 
at aooiL *Tbia Allah peraoo will be 
watchia( ia. ao I aaoet be actiaf the 
part all aoreiaf . I will haec the heari- 
eat iaaolatioa I caa fct invier the m^. 
and ni hare aoeaethiag to take the shot 
iaatead of aqraell. Aad perhapa, per- 
hapt I will aeod a oaeaaagc back to the 
Epe of Allah that arill be a aorptiae. 

'la it a bet?" be aaked. "Retnftn- 
ber, I'ai taking the fhanre irnleaa po« 
know aoae better wap — " 

The ChieFa chair came down with a 
bang. 'Well gwnbU on it. DeL' he 
aaid; "wc'tc got to— there ia do other 
wap. ... Aad DOW what do poo 
wantr" 

'A Dote to the White Houae elec- 
trician.'* aaid Robert Delamatcr. 'and 
full aothoritp to aak for anptbing I 
map Dead, froaa the U. S. Treaaurp 
down to a pair of wire-cuttera.'* 

Hia amile had become coetagiooa; 
the ChieTa aariowa look relaxed. 'If 
poa poll thia off. DeL thep owp give 
poo the Treaaarp or the kfint at that. 
But remember, repoblica are aotoriooa- 
Ip ungeoerooa.' 

"Well hare to gamble on that, too.' 
aaid Robert Delamater. 

T he heart of the Nation ia Waab- 
ington. Some, there are. who 
would hare na feel that New York rules 
our Urea. Chicago— San Pranciaco— 
these and other great cities aocaetimes 
forget that thep are mere ganglia on 
the hnaneial ai^ cocnmercial oerrous 
tpstem. The heart ia Waabington. and. 
CoogTcsa to the coetrarp notwithstand- 
ing. the heart of that heart ia not the 
domed building at the head of Penn- 
apirania Arenue. but an American 
home. A simple, gracious mansion, 
standing ia quiet digaitp and white- 
Dcsa shore its re Wet lawn*. 

It ia the White Houae that draws 
most stronglp at the interest aad curi- 
ositp of the bomelp. cnosn o ft throng 
that visits the capitaL 

But there were ao casual eisitors at 
the White House on the aerenth of 



September. Certain Senators, trra, 
srere denied admittaace. The Presi- 
dent was seeing onlp the members of 
the Ca b in e t aad aome few others. 

It is given to a Secret Service opera- 
tive. ia hia time, to plap maap parts. 
But even a versatile actor might pause 
at impersonating a President. Robert 
Dclaxuter was acting the rdle with 
never a fumble. He sat. this Dew Rob- 
ert Delamater. so startliaglp like the 
Chief Executive, ia the chair bp a flat 
top desk. Aad he worked diligenOp at 
a mass of correspondence. '. 

Secretaries came and went ; files were 
brought. Occaaionallp he replied to a 
telephone call— or perhaps called acme- 
one. It would be hard to sap which 
happened, for no tclepbone bells rang. 

On the desk was a schedule that 
Delamater consulted. So much time 
for correspondence— ao maap minutes 
for a conference srith thia or that ofi- 
ciaL men who were warned to plap up 
to thia new Chief Executive as if the 
lifk. of their real President were at 
stake. 

T O aap obs er ve r the busp roudna 
of the morning ntust have passed 
with never a break. And there was an 
observer, as Delaaaater knew. He bad 
wondered if the mpstic rap might carry 
electrons that would prove its pres- 
ence. Arid now be kn^. 

The Chief of the U. S. Secret Service 
had come for a consultation with the 
President. And whatever lingerirtg 
doubts map have stifled hia reluctant 
imagination were dia^lled when the 
figure at the desk opened a drawer. 

'Notice this.' be told the Chief as 
be appeared to search for a paper in 
the desk. 'An electroscope; I put -it 
in here last night. It ia discharging. 
The rap baa been on since nine-thirty. 
No current to electrocute me — just a 
penetrating rap.' 

He returned the paper to the drawer 
and closed it. 

'So that is that,' he aaid. artd pick^ 
up a document to which be called the 
visitor's attention. 
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**Jo«t he czpUiocd. ~Tb« 

Modteace mtjr be critical; wc must try 
to gire them a (ood thowl And now 
give me a report. What arc pou doing ? 
Has anjrthing else turned up? I am 
counting ‘OQ you to stand bp and see 
that that electrician, is on bis toes at 
twehre o’clock.- 

'Stand bp is right,** the Chief 
agreed; 'that's about all wc can do. 1 
have twenty men in and about the 
grounds— there will be as many more 
later on. And 1 kivow itow just bow lit- 
tle use we are to you, DeL" 

~Your capressionP warned Delama- 
ter. ‘’Remember you arc talking to the 
President. Very oCheial and all that." 

'Right I But now tell me what is the 
game. OcL If that detril fails to knock 
you out here where you are safe, be 
will get you when you lease the room.** 
'Perhaps.** agreed the pseudo-ezccu- 
^rre. 'and again, perhaps noc He won't 
get me here; I am sure of that. They 
base this part of the room insulated 
The phone wire is cut— my consersa- 
tions there arc all faked. 

T'here is only one spot in this room 
srbere that current can pass. A beasy 
cable is grounded outsidie in wet eart^ 
It comes to a copper plate on this desk; 
you can't see it— it is undcskthose pa- 
pers." 

** A ND if the current com es ~ be- 
,/x gan the sisitor. 

'When it comes.** the other correct- 
ed. 'it will jump to that plate and go 
off harmlessly— I hope.' 

**And then what? How does that 
let you out?** 

“TTien we srill see." said the presi- 
dential figure. "And you'sc been here 
long enough. Chief. Send in the Presi- 
■dem's secretary as you go out." 

'He arose to place a friendly, patron- 
ising hand on the other's sbMider. 

'Cood-by." be said, 'and watch that 
electrician at twelve. He is to throw 
the big switch when I calL" 

'Good luck." said the big man husk- 
ily. 'We've got to band it to you. Del ; 



'Good-by P The figure of the Chief 
Executive turned abruptly to his desk. 

There was more careful acting— an* 
ocher conference— some dictating. The 
clock on the desk gave the time as 
eleven fifty-five. The man before the 
flat topped desk verified it by 'a sur- 
reptitious glance at his watch. He dis- 
missed the secretary and busied him- 
self with some personal writing. 

Eleven fifty-nine— and be pushed 
paper and pen aside. The mov em e n t 
disturbed some other papers, neatly 
stacked. They were dislodged, and 
where they had lain was a disk of dull 
copper. 

"Ready." the man called softly. 
"Don't stand too near that line." The 
first boom of noonday bells caai^ 
faintly to the room. 

The President — to all but the ether 
actors in the morning's drama — leaned 
far back in bis chair. The room was 
suddenly deathly stilL The faint tick- 
ing of the desk clock was loud arxl 
rasping. There was heavy breatAig 
suable in the room beyond The last 
noonday chime had died away. ... 

The man at the desk was waiting- 
waiting. And be thought he was pre- 
pared nerves steeled for the expected 
But be jerked back, to fall with the 
overturn^ chair upon the soft, thick- 
padded rug. at the ripping, crackling 
hiss that tore through the silent room. 

F rom a point above the desk a blue 
arc flamed and wavered Its un- 
seen terminal umved erratically in the 
air. but the other end of the deadly' 
flame held steady upon a glowing, cop- 
per disc. 

Delamater. prone on the floor, saw 
jpe wavering point that marked the 
end of the invisible carrier of the cur- 
rent — saw it drift aside till the blue 
arc was broken. It returned and the 
arc crashed again into blinding flame. 
Then, as abruptly, the blue me n ace 
vanished. 

The man on the floor waited waited 
and tried to hold fast to some sense of 
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Then: “Coot»ct P be «bowt«d. ”1 be 
•witchl Clo«c tbc awitchr 

~Clo*cdP caste tba answer frost a 
distant roost There was a shouted 
wantiof to unseen stca: "Stand back 
there — back — there's twenty thousand 
volts oa that line — ~ ^ 

A(ain the silence. . . . 

"Would it srork? Would it? Dela- 
Dtater*s mind was full of delirioua. 
half-thought hopes. That 6eod in 
so s t e far-08 roost had cut the current 
meant as a death-bolt to the Nation's 
head. He would leav| the ray on- 
look along it to gloat over his easy 
victory. His generator must be in- 
sulated: would be touch it with his 
hand, now that his own currettr was 
ofl make of himaelf a conductor? 

In the air overhead formed a terri- 
ble arc 

From the floor. Delamatcr saw it rip 
crashingly into life as twenty thou- 
sand volu bridged the gap of a foot or 
tem to the invisible ray. It hissed 
tr Aendously is the stillneas . . . 

Arid DelaMter suddenly buried his 
face in his hands For is his mind be 
was seeing a rigid, searing body, and 
is his nostrils acrid, distinct, was the 
smell of burning Besh. 

"Don't be a foot," he told himself 
herccly. "Don't be a fool I Imagina- 
tionP 

The light eras out. 

"Switch oBP a voice was calling. 
Tbere was a rush of swift fret from 
the’distant doors: friendly hands vrere 



under him— lifting him so the room, 
for Robert Delamatcr. PrcsidcM-in- 
name of the United States tumsd 
whirlingly. diaaily ^Lack. ... 

R obert delamater. u. s. 

Secret Service operativs entered 
the oftce of his Chief. Two days of 
enforced idleness and quiet had bees 
all he could stand. He laid a folded 
newspaper before the smiling, srelcom 
ing man 

-'That's it. I suppose." he said, and 
pointed to a short notice. " 

"X-ray Operator Killed." was the 
caption. "Found Dead in Oficc in 
Watts Building." He bad read the 
brief item many times 
'That's what we let the reporters 
have." said the Chief. 

"Was he" — the operative hesitated 
for a moment — "pretty well fried?" 
"Quite r 

"And the machine?" 

"Broken glass and aaeltcd metaL He 
smashed it as be fclL" 

'The Eye of Allah." mused Dcla- 
mater. Poor devil poor, crary deviL 
Well, we gambled— and we won. How 
about the rest of the bet? Do I get 
the Mintr 

TIcll. noP said the Chief. "Do yon 
eapect to win all tbc time? They want 
to know srby it took ns so long to get 
him. 

"Now. there's a little matter out in 
Ohio. Del. that well have to get 
after — " 
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By Murray Leinster 



FOREWORD 



T his story ha* tio normal startinf- 
place, because there arc too many 
place* where it might be said to begin. 
Onc might com- 
mence when Pro- 
fessor Denham. 

Pb. D..M A. etc. 

Isolated a metal 
that scientist* 
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bare been talking about foe many years 
without ever being able to smelt. Or 
it mrgtrr start with hi* first caperimen- 
tal use of that metal with entirely im- 
• possible results. Or it might very 
plausibly begin 
with an intcmew 
betwee n a cele- 
brated leadeV of 
gangster* *bi the 
uty of Cbicagd 
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•s4 • tpcctacUd ]roua( Ubocatory «»- 
wttaat. who K»d tuxocd over to hia * 
peculur heavy object of aoltd fold aad 
very Dervoualy eapUined. and hnally 
OMitafed to prove, where <t cane froa. 
With aiao iapoaaible reaulta. becauac 
it turned *’KiAf~ Jacare. lord of vtce- 
reoorta and ruao-ruanera. into a pa*- 
aiooate enthuataa^ id Doo-Ewcli^aa 
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. feoaetry. The whole atory mifht be 
uid to befin with the maroent of that 
• interview. 

But that leaver out Soiithcra. and 
eapecially it leaver out Toaay Reamer. 
So. on t^ whole, it ir bert to take op 
the narrative at the moment of Tom- 
my 'r &rrt entrance into the courre of 
eventr. 
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AtTOUNDINO STORIES 



CHAPTER 1 

H e fMt» t* a atop in a clou4 
of dust tkat avuled op to 
aad all about tb< btc road- 
atcr, and aunrrxed the (at« 
of tbc priratc rood. Tbc gat* «a« 
rather impreaaive. At ita top wat a 
ai(a. “Keep Out P Halfway down waa 
another aten. “Private Property. Trea- 
poaocra Will Be Proae<uUd.“ On one 
(ato-poat waa another notice. “Lave 
Wirca Withui.“ and on the other a de> 
£ant placard. “Savage Dofa At Larfc 
Within Thia Pence “ 

Tbc fence itacif waa all of acven 
feet bifb and made of tbe bcavieat 
of woven-wire cooatroction. It waa 
topped witb barbed wire, and went all 
the way dow n both aides of a narrow 
right- ^ way until it vaniabed in tbc 
diatance. 

Toeaaiy got out of the car and 
opened the gate. Thu btted the de* 
acription of bia deatination. a/ given 
hia by a bratrny. red-headed hlling* 
ataitoo attendant in the village aotnc 
two niilea back. He drove tbe roadatcr 
through tbc gate, got out and cloaed it 
pioualy. got bock in the car and ahot 
it ahead. 

He went bumming down the narrow 
private road at foety-frve milea an 
hour. That war Tommy Reamea' way. 
He looked totally unlike the conven* 
tional deacription of a acientiat of any 
aort — aa bimA unlike a acientiat aa bia 
aport roadater looked unlike a acieiv- 
tiat'a coatomary meana of iranait — and 
ordinarily he acted <)uite unlike one. 
Aa a Batter of fact. Boot of the people 
Tommy aaaaoated with bad no fainteat 
inkling of bia taate for aciencc aa an 
avocation There waa Peter Dnlrell. 
for inatance. who would have held up 
bia handa in holy horror at tbc idea of 
Tommy Reamea being tbc author of 
that article. “On the kfaaa and Inertia 
of the Teaocract.“ which in the Philm- 
anpkicaJ Jonrnat had cauacd a conuo- 
veray. 

And there wat one Mildred Holme* 
—of no importance in the matter of 



the Pifth-Diaoenaion Catapult — who 
would have lifted beautifully arched 
eyebrow* in bored unbelief if anybody 
bad auggeated that Toouny Reamea 
waa that Tbomaa Reamea wbooe “Addi- 
tioru to Hcrgloca'a Meclianica of Con* 
tinua“ produced aucb diveraitie* of 
opinion in acientiSc circle*. She in* 
tended to make Tommy propooe to ber 
antot day, and thought the knew all 
about bun. And eveyrbody. every* 
where, would have been increduloua of 
bit preaent errand. 

G I DING down tbe narrow, fenced- 
in road. Tommy waa a tnfle du* 
baou* about tbi* errand himocif. A 
yellow tele graph- form in bta pocket 
read rather like a boaa. but wat juat 
plauaiblc enough to have brought bun 
away from a rather important tenni* 
match. The telegram read: 

PROFESSOR DENHAM IN EX- 
TREME DANCER THROUGH 
EXPERIMENT BASED ON 
YOUR ARTICLE ON DOMI* 
NANT COORDINATES YOU 
ALONE CAN HELP HIM IN 
THE NAME OF HUMANITY 
COME AT ONCE. 

A. VON HOLTZ. 

Tbc fence went on paat the car. A 
mile, a nulc and a half of narrow lane, 
fenced in and made a* nearly intruder- 
proof a* pooaible. 

“Wonder what I’d do." aaid Tommy 
Reamea. “if another car came along 
from the other endF* 

He deliberately tried not to think 
about tbc telegram any more. He didn’t 
believe it. He couldn’t believe it. But 
be couldn’t ignore it. either. Nobody 
could; few acientiat*. and no human 
being witb a normal amount of curi- 
oaity. Becauae tbc arttcig^^oiY domi- 
nant coordinate* had appeared in the 
JanrnaJ of Phytic* and had dealt with 
a tute of thing* in which tbe’noTMl 
coordinate* of eve r yday eaiatcncc were 
aaaumed to have changed their tunc- 
tiona: when the coordinate* of time. 
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tW vertical, tAc kariioetal a»d lat- 
eral chai>fc4 pUcca aad a man weal 
cast to (O up aad west to go “down" 
and raa his street -nutabers ia a fourth 
diuktaaioo. It was mathematical fool- 
ery. from one standpoint, hut it led to 
socae fasci n ati n g if abstruse cooeJa- 
siooa 

B ut his brain would not rcaaain 
away from the subject of the tele- 
gram evea though a chicken appeared 
ia the feace^ia lane ahead of hun and 
went Sapping wildly oa before the 
car. It rose ia mid-air. the car over- 
took it as it rose above the level of 
the hood, and there was a rolliac. 
squawking bundle of shedding feathers 
tumhliag over and pver along the hood 
uiuil it reached the slantiag wind- 
shield. There it spun tnldly upward, 
left a cloud of feathers Suttering about 
Tommy's head, and fell still squawk- 
ing into the rood b eh i n d. By the back- 
view aiirror, Toaamy could see it pick- 
ing itself up and staggering diaaily 
back to the side of the road. 

"My point sras.~ said Tommy vea- 
edly to hiaaaclf. speaking of the article 
the telegram referred to. "that a man 
can only recognise three dimmsioas 
of space and one of time. So that if he 
got shot out of this cosmos altogether 
he wouldn't know the difference. He'd 
itill seem to be ia a thrca-dimenaioned 
uiuversc. And what is there ia that 
stuff to get Denham ia trouble?" 

A house appeared ahead. A low. 
raaabliag sort of bungalow with a huge 
brick bam behind it. llie house of 
Professor Denham, very certainly, and 
that bam waa the laboratory ia which 
he made his eaperimeata 

Inatiactivcly. Tommy stepped on the 
gaa The car leaped ahead. And then 
he was braking frantically. A pipe- 
frMcd gate with thinner, unpainted 
wire mesh hlling lU surface loomed 
before hiss, much too late for him to 
stop. There was a minor shock, a 
crashing and squeaking, aiitl then a 
crash and shattering of glass Tommy 
bent low as the top bar of the gate 



hit his windshield. The double glaaa 
cracked and crumpled and bent, but 
did not fly to bits And the car came 
to a halt with its wheels intricately 
entangled ia tora-away -fence wirs 
The gate had been tom from ita hinges 
and was draped rakishly over the road- 
ster. A tire went flat with a loud hiss- 
ing noise, and Tommy Reames swore 
softly under his breath and got out to 
inspect the damage. 

H e was deciding that nothing ir- 
reparable was wrong when a man 
fame bursting out of the bnck build- 
ing behind the house. A taU, lean, 
youngish man who waved hu arms 
emphatically and approached shouting: 
'Yod had no right to come ia heref 
You Bsust go away at once I You have 
damaged property I 1 will tell the Pro- 
feaaorl You must pay for the damagcl 
You must — " 

*’DsmnP said Tommy Reames He 
had just seen that bis radutor was 
puiKtured. A spout of rdddy. rusty 
water was pouring out on the grass 
'The youngish man came up furi- 
ously. A pale young man. Tommy no- 
ticed. A young man with bristling, 
cloae-cropped hair and hora-nmmed 
spectacles before wcak-looking eyes 
Hu mouth was very full and very red. 
ia m^ked contrast to the pallor of his 
cheeks 

"Did you not see the sign upon the 
gate?" be demanded angrily, ia curi- 
ously stilted English. "Did you noe 
sec that uespaaacrs arc fortedden? 
You must go away at once I You srill 
be prosecuted I Y^u will be impris- 
oned I You — " 

Tommy said irritably: 

"Arc you Von Holts? My name u 
Reames You telegraphed me." 

The waving, lanky arms stopped in 
the saiddle of an cacitcd gesture. The 
wtak-looking eyes behind the lenses 
widened A pink tongue licked the 
too-full. too-red lips 
"Rcaases? The Herr Reames?" Von 
Hohs stauuncred Then he said sus- 
piciously. "But you arc not — you can- 



n 



ASTOUNDING STOlUES 



DM be tkc Herr Rcdam of the artick 
OD «tomifum coordtnatear 
'I don't know why," uid Toony 
•aaoycdty. “I'm alao the Hrrr Rcamra 
•f orveral other articlea. such aa oa the 
OMchaaica of cootinna and the maaa and 
inertia of the leaaeract. And I bcliere 
'the current Phittuphic*! /oornaf — ~ 

H K aurveyed the apoutin( red 
atream from the radiator and 
ahfugfed ruefully. 

“1 wtah you'd telephone the nllafc 
to have aotne b ody cooac out and ha 
my car.“ he aatd ahortly. “and then 
tell me if thia telegram ia a )oke or 

OOt-“ 

He pulled out a yellow form and 
offered it. He had taken an iitatinctire 
dialike to the lean figure before hina. 
but auppreaaed the feeling. 

Von Hoitt took the telegram and 
read it. and amoothed it out, and aaid 
agitatedly : 

-“But I thought the Herr Reamea 
would be — would be a renerabte gen- 
tleman I 1 thought — ~ 

"You aent that wire.* aaid Tommy. 
“It puarled aae juat enough to eoakc 
me ruah out here. And I feel like a 
fool for haring done it What'a the 
■tatter? Ia it a )oke?“ 

Von Holti ahook hia head violently, 
even aa he bat hia Upa. 

"Nol NoP he protected. “The Herr 
Profeoaor Denham la in the moat ter- 
rible. moat dea'diy danger I I — 1 have 
been very nearly mad. Herr Rcatnea 
The Ragged Men may aeire him I . . . 
I telegraphed to you. I have not alept 
for four nigbta I have worked! 1 
have racked my brainal I have gone 
nearly inaane. trying to reacue the 
Herr Profeaaorl And I— “ 

OMMY cured. 

“Pour daya?“ he aaid. The 
thing, whatever it ia. haa been going 
on for four daya?'’ 

“Pive.“ aaid Von Holt* nervoualy. 
“It waa only to-day that 1 thought of 
you. Herr Reamea. The Herr Profea- 
aor Denham had praiaed your articlea 



highly. He aaid that you were the 
only mah who would be able to under- 
atand hia work. Five daya ago ~ 
Tommy grunted. 

“If be'a beta ia danger for five 
daya.“ he aaid akeptically. “he 'a not in 
auch a bad fia or it'd have been over. 
Will you phone for a repairman? 
Then well ace what it'a all about,** 

The lean arma began to wave again 
aa Von Holu aaid deaperately: 

“But Herr Reamea. it la urgent! T^ 
Herr Profeaaor u ia deadly dangerr 
~What*a the matter with him?“ 

“He la marooncdL“ aaid Von Holti. 
Again he licked hia lipo. “He ia eaa- 
rooned. Herr Reamer and you alone “ 
“Marooned?“ aaid Tommy naore 
akeptically atilL “la the middle of 
New York Sute? And I alone can 
help him? You aound more and more 
aa if you were playing a rather elab- 
orate and not very funny practical 
>oke. I've driven aiaty milea to get 
here. What ia the >oke. anyhow?* 
Von Holta aaid deapairingiy: 

“But it u true. Herr Reamea! He 
ia marooned. He baa changed hia co- 
ordmatca. It waa an eaperiment. He 
ia marooned ia the fifth dimenaionP 

o 

T here waa dead Mlencc. Tammy 
Reamea atared blankly. Then hia 
gorge roae. He had taken aa inatiac- 
tivc dialikc to thia lean young man. 
anyhow. So he atared at him and grew 
very angry, and would undoubtedly 
have gotten into hia car and turned it 
about and driven it away again if h 
had been ia any ahape to run. But it 
waaa't. One tire waa flat, and the laat 
ruddy dropa from the radiator were 
dripping alowly on the graaa. So* he 
pulM out a cigarette caae and lighted 
a cigarette and aaid aardonically : 

The fifth dunenaion? That aeema 
rather catremc. Moat of ua get along 
very well with three dimenaiona. Four 
aeema loaurioua. Why pick on the 
fifth r 

Von Holti grew pale with anger ia 
hia turn. He waved hia arma. atopped, 
and aaid with atifl formality: 
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*Tf tW Hetr Re*mcs will follow m« 
Into tb< Uborolopr I will »1 mw hies 
Profcooor Dcnhoni aad cooriocc hun 
of tbc Herr ProfeMor't tmtrcsic dkA- 

TooDf bod a »udd«n •tortlinf coe> 
ricuoa tkoi Voo Holtr wm la comcot. 
He might be mod. but be woo is 
corocot. And there wot undoubtc ;^}7 
a Prof r o tor Denham, and this wot un* 
doubtedljr bit borne and laboratory.' 

'Ill look, onyway," toid Tooimy leaa 
tkeptically. 'But it it rather tncredt* 
btc. you kaowr 

'It u tmpootible.' toid Voo Holu 
MiBy. 'You ore right. Herr Reomco. 
It it quit* impottible. But it it a fact.' 

He turned and ttolked toward tbe 
big brick bam behind the houac. Toro- 
my went with hiat. orboll) unbelirviag 
and yet beginaiag to wonder if. juat 
p ota i bly. there wot actuMly aa emer- 
gency of a more aoemal and ghaatly 
nature ia being. Von Holtt might be 
a madman. He might. . . . 

Crueoome. grialy tbonghtt ran 
through Tommy't head. A madman 
-dabbltag ia tcience might do iacredi,- 
ble thiago. horrible thiaga. and then 
demand aaaittance to uado an unimag- 
inable murder. . . . 

T ommy wot tenae and alert at Von 
HoHt opened the door of the bam- 
like laboratory. He wared the lean 
young man on ahead. 

'After you.' he toid curtly. 

He feh almoat a ahirer at Ik entered 
But the interior of the laboratory dia- 
played ao grueaome acene. It wot a 
huge, high-ceiliaged room with a con- 
crete Boor. A monater dyaaaw war 
over ia one comer, coupled to a mat- 
ter-of-fact four-cyliadcr crude-oil en- 
gine. to which wat alto coupled by a 
clutch ao ineaplicable windlata-drum 
mth arreral hundred feet of chain 
wrapped around it. There were ata- 
metera and roltmetert on a control 
panel, and orte of the moat delicate of 
dynamometert on itt own ttand. and 
there were work benchet and a atotor- 
dnrea lathe and a eery complete 



equipment for the worUag of uwtala 
And there wat aa electric furnace, 
with tplaahea of aobdiBed metal on the 
Boor beaide it. and there wat a miait 
turc caettag-Boor, and at the farther 
end of the monater room there waa a 
gigantic aoicnotd which eeideatly had 
OTKe awuag upon gymbala and aa evi- 
dently now wat broken, becauae it Uy 
toppled atkew upon itt aupporta. 

The only totally uaideotihaMe piece 
of apparatua ia the place waa one queer 
contrivance at one tide. It looked 
partly like a machine-gun. becauae of 
a long braaa barrel projecting from it. 
But the braaa tube came out of a bulg- 
ing eating of caai alumianac and there 
wat no opening throogh which thella 
could be fed. 

V ON HOLTZ moved to that con- 
tnvaace. removed a cap from the 
end of the braaa tube, looked carefully 
into the opening, and waved ttiBy for 
Tommy to look ia. 

Again Tommy .waa tutpicioua; 
aratched until Voo Holtr wat tome dia- 
taace away. But the laatant he put hit 
eye* to the end of the beam tube he 
forgot all caution, all tuapicioa. all 
hit doubta He forgot everything ia 
hit amarement. 

There wat a lent ia tbe end of the 
braaa tube. It waa. la fact, nothing 
atore or leaa than a teleacope. appar- 
ently looking at aomethiag ia a clooed 
boa. But Tommy wat not able to be- 
lieve that be looked at aa illuminated 
miniature for cvm the fraction of a 
aecood. He looked into the teleacope. 
and he wat teeing out-of-dooira. 
Through the aluminum catting that 
encloaed the end of tbe tube. Through 
the thick brick wallt of the laboratory. 
He waa gating upon a l anda c a pe tu^ 
at ahould not auch at could noe emat 
upon the earth 

There were amnatroua. feathery tree- 
fema waving languid frondt ia a 
breeie that came from beyond them. 
The teleacope teemed to be potatiag 
at a gentle tiope. and thoae tree-feraa 
cot off a farther view, but there i<aa 
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tHifW *f br«Mt-Mfk 
Um inrrr— tnt m*4 
••4 hftlfwaj tW ii>cli«t 
a ka(c *tc«l (late. 
Tmmmy't ry** fta«4 tWaachrc* apoa 
tk« (lab*. It waa »aa ata4a. of coarac. 
Ha caaK aca wWrc it ko4 bcao boltc4 
TWr« wtra gltaaH-ui wia* 
ia its ai4ca. ao4 tWrc was a door. 





A t Teoany looked, tbat door opened 
partway, stopped aa_ if ao rar o nr 
aritkia bad keoatatc< and tkea opened 
fally; A omo cas>e oat. And Toaay 
said daaedly: 

Hy Godr 

Be^uac tke man aras a perfcetly 
coaaoaplacc sort of individual, 
dreoaod in a perfcetly coaanonpUce 
faakinn and be carried a perfectly 
caMaaonpUcc briar p«pe in bis band. 
Moraover. Toouny rccofniaed bim. He 
iMd seen ptcturca of bia often cnoufb. 
and be was Professor Edward Den* 
bam. entitled to put practically all tbc 
letters of tbc alphabet after bis name, 
tbc aotbor of ‘’Polymcriaatioa of tbe 
Psendo Metallic Nitrides" and tbc 
proper owner of tbia building and its 
contents But Tommy saw bim against 
a background of tree-ferns sucb as 
aboald ba*t been eatinct upon tbis 
sartb since tbe Carboniferous Period, 
soosc milliona of years ago. 

He was looking bungrily at bia briar 
pipe. Presently be began to bunt care- 
fully about on tbe ground He picked 
togetber balf a bandful of browniab 
tbings wbicb bad to be dried leaves 
He stuffed tbem into tbe pipe, struck 
a msteb. and lighted it. He puBed 
away gloomily, surrounded by wholly 
moMtrous vegetation. A butterdy flut- 
tered over tbc top of tbc steel globe. 
Its wings were fully a yard across It 
flittered lightly to a plant and seemed 
to wait, and abruptly a vivid carsnine 
blomom opened wide; wide enough to 
admit it. 

Denham watched curiously enough. 
— nhing the rank and plainly unaatio- 
fying dried leaves. He turned bis bead 

Tbe door 



again. Again T 
was dased. Because a girl 
tbc huge steel 
girl of tbc 
mnl sort. A trim sport frock, 
silken legs, bobbed hair. . . . 

Tommy did not see her face 
she tum^ smiling, to asake 
ment to Denbaaa. Then be saw 
tbc was brcatb-takingly pretty, 
ssrore softly under bis breath. 



until 

that 

He 



T he butterfly backed clunmily out 
of tbc gigantic Bower. It flew 
lightly away, its many-colorsd wings 
bnlliant in tbe sunabinc. And tbc huge 
crimson b l ossom closed slowly. 

Denham watched tbe butterfly go 
away. His eyes returned to tbc girl 
srbo was smiling at tbc flying thing, 
now out of tbc beld of vision of tbe 
telescope. And there waa utter dis- 
couragement visible in every line of 
Denham's flgure. Tommy saw tbc girl 
suddenly reach out her band and put 
it on Denham's shoulder. She potted 
it. speaking in an evident attempt to 
encourage him. She soulcd. and talked 
coaiingly, and presently Denham mode 
a queer, arrested gesture and went 
heavily back into tbe steel globe. She 
followed him, though she looked weari- 
ly all about before tbc door closed be- 
hind her. and when Denham could not 
see her face, her esp re m i o n was tired 
and anaiou^ ind e ed. 

Tommy bad forgotten Von Holti. 
bad forgotten tbc laboratory, bad for- 
gotten absolutely everything. If bia 
original suspicioos of Von Hol^ bad 
been justiB^ be could have been 
killed balf a doren tunes over. He was 
oblivtous to everything but tbc sight 
before his eyes. 

Now be felt a touch on bid shoulder 
and drew bis bead away with a >erk. 
Von Hoitt waa looking down at him. 
very pale, with bis wcak-looking eyes 
anaioua 

~Tbey are still all right f** be de- 
manded. ' 

"Yea.~ mid Tommy daicdly. ~Suro- 
ly. Who is that guir 



THE nmi-DIMXKSION CATAi*ULT 



n 



*Ttet U tW Harr PrafnMc'a 
ter Mid Voa Holti BacMil7. 

*I Mifccst. Harr Ra«mc«. tkat 70* 
awinf U»c diMcoaoacopc aboot.* 

*Tba — <rhat?~ aakcd ToaM>7, atiU 
daa ad b 7 wkat k< bad scan. 

"Tba diMcatpacepc. Tbia.* Voa 
Haiti abiftad tba braaa tuba. Tba 
wbola tbiac wm Mouatad ao that it 
caald ba awuaf ia ttty dtraauoa. Tba 
BMuatiaf vM asactl7 lika that of a 
aonaa] talaacapa. Toa»7 iaataatl7 
put bia tj* to tha CTapiCaa af ata. 

H e aarr atorc trca-farea. practicall7 
tba dupltcataa of tba bMkfrouad 
ba70od tba globa. Notbiag atovad Maa 
aoaail. fugitiac craaturaa amoof tbair 
fraoda. Ha awung tba tciaacopa otill 
fartbar. Tba laodacapa awcpt b7 ba* 
face bia 0710. Tba traa-feru farcat 
draw back. Ha mw tba bagiamag af 
a aaat and noiaoMt Moraaa. aaar wbicb 
Ia7 a thick baaa m of a atraan raiaad 
b7 tba aua. He mw aaaiatbtof Move 
in that aaoaaM; aoMatbing buga aad 
bambla with a loog and aaaka-ltka 
aack aad tba tuuaM af baada at tba 
aad af it But be could aat arc the 
tbiog ckurl7. 

Ha iwttag tba tciaacopa* 7Cl again. 
Aad be looked avar Mtlaa and Mtlas o4 
laval. baaa-btankrtad Marab Here aad 
tbara were cluMpa af taller vcgatatioa 
Hare aad there were atcaoung. daaa- 
latc paola. Aad three or four t iMc o be 
MW Mooatroua objacta Moving about 
cJuoMilp la the Marab-laad 

But tbaa a glittar at tba akyliaa 
caught bia aTC. Ha tilted tba tciaacopa 
to aaa More claarip, aad auddanl7 ba 
caught bta breatb Tbara. far away at 
tba vary boruoa. wm a city. It waa 
tall aad glaoMiag aad very atraage. 
No earthly city ever dung ita towera 
ao aplaodldly high aad aoariag No 
city aver both by Maa gave oS the 
bary glaoM of gold froM all ita walla 
aad ptaaaclaa. It looked like an art- 
Mt'a dreaox hawMirred out ia prccioua 
Metal, with ita outliaaa aoftaaad by 
tba baaa of diotaaca. ^ 

Aad aoawtbiag wm Mov in g ia the 



air near tba dty. Staring, tanaa. again 

bia cyca aad mw that H wm a aanebina. 
Aa air -craft: a dymg-MOcbina ol a 
type wholly ualika aaytbiag aver built 
upon tba plaaat Eartb It a wept ateod- 
ily aad awiftly toward the city, dwin* 
dliag M it went. It awoopad down- 
ward toward ocm of tba Mighty aptrea 
of tba city of golden gleoMO. and van- 
^bad. 

I T WM with a aanaa of aback, of 
alMoat pbyaical aback, that ToMMy 
came bock to realiiotion of bia our- 
rouadiaga to feel Von HoRa'a band 
upon bta abouldar aad to bear the lean 
young maa Myiag barably: 

~WaU, Harr Rcamra? Arc you can- 
vincad that 1 did not lie to you? Arc 
you cocrviacad that tba Herr Profeaaor 
Denbam ia ia need of balp?~ 

Tommy blinked dacadly m ba looked 
around tba Laboratory again. Brick 
walla, aa wl-apattaiyd crude-oil angina 
ia OCM comer, a cocMreta Soor and an 
clacme fumoca and a CMttag-boa. . . . 

“Why — yea. . . .“ aaid Tommy doe- 
adly. 'Yea. Of couracr Clarity canoe 
to bia brain with a |ark He dad not 
uaderataad at alL but ba believed what 
ba bod acea. Denham and bta daugh- 
ter were aomawharc ia aoma other di- 
manaton. yet within range of tba axtro- 
ordinary davtca ba bod looked through. 
And they were in trouble. So much 
WM avii^t from tbau pooaa aad tbair 
manner. 'Of couraa.' ba repeatad. 
“Tbay're — there, wherever it w. and 
they can't get bock. They don't at a m 
to be in any imminent danger. . . .' 
Voa Holat licked bta lipo. 

*Tba Ragged Men have not found 
them yet.' be aaid ia a buabed. barab 
vocca 'Before they went m the globa 
we MW the Ragged Men. We watched 
them If they do had tba Harr Pro- 
feaaor and bia daughter, they will kill 
them very alowty, ao that they will 
take daya of acrcamtng agony to die. 
It ia that that 1 am afraid of. Harr 
Raamea Tba Ragged Men roam the 

tree-fern forcota. If they had the Harr 
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yt»<i— or tWy win tnc* aock otrrt 
to ha root of 0(007 ootil W 4Wa. And 
will br obl« ooJ^ to watch. . . 

CHAPTES 11 

HE thing ia.** ooid Towmj frrcr- 
X iohl7, ~that wt'rt got to hod o 
WB7 to get then bock. Whether it 
dopheotea Denhoai’a reaulu or not. 
How fkr rw*7 ore theyr* 

*A few hundred yorda. perhopa.'’ 
ooid Voo HoHt wearily, 'or ten otilhoa 
nilea. It U the oome thing. They ore 
in o place where the fifth dunesoioa 
ia the dooiinant coordinate.' 

Totnoiy waa pacing up and down the 
laboratory. Hr atopp^ and looked 
through the eyepiece of the eatraordi- 
nary eiaton apparatua He tore him- 
aelf away froa it again. 

'How doea thia thing work?' be de- 
manded 

Von Hoitt began to unacrew two 
wiog-nuta which kept the top of the 
aluminum catting in place. 

'll ia the firat piece of apparatua 
which Profeaaor ^oham ma^.' be 
aaid preciaely. '1 know the theory, but 
1 cannot duplicate it. Erery dimen- 
aion ia at right angWa to all other di- 
menaiooa. of courac/ The Herr Pro- 
fetaor haa a note, here — ' 

He atopped hi| unacrrwing to run 
over a heap of papera on the work- 
bench— papera oyer which be teemed 
■to hare been poring deaperatcly at the 
time of Tornmy'a arrivaL He handed 
a abeet to Tommy, who read: 

'If a creature who waa aware of only 
two dimenaiona made two right-angled 
objecta and to placed them that all the 
anglea formed by the combination were 
right anglea. be would cootrire a fig- 
ure rrpretented by tbe comer of a boa; 
be would diacorrr a third dimenaioo. 
Similarly, if a tbree-dimenaiooed man 
took three right anglea and placed 
them to that all the anglea formed 
were right anglea. he would diacorer 
a fourth dimenaion. Thia. however, 
arottld probably be tbe time dimenaiAi. 
and to travel in time would inatantly 



be fatal But arith four right anglea 
he could diacover a fifth diaamainn. 
and with five right anglea he could 
diacorer < aizth. . . .' 

T ommy reames put down the 

paper impatiently. 

'Of couraeP be aaid bruaquely. 'I 
k.vow all that atuS. But up to the prea- 
ent time nobody hat been able to put 
together even three right anglea. in 
practiae.' 

Von Holta had returned to the un- 
acrewtng of the wing-nuta. He lifted 
off the cover of the dimentoecope. 

'It ia the thing the Herr Profeaaor 
did not confide to me.' be aaid bitterly. 
The aecret. The one aecretl Look 
in here.' 

Tommy looked. Tbe ob>ectivf-glaaa 
at the end of the tcleacope faced a mir- 
ror. which waa inclined to its face at 
an angle of forty-five degreea A beam 
of light from the objective would be 
reflected to a second aaigror. twisted ia 
a fashion curiously askew. Then the 
light would go to a third mirror. . . . 

Tommy looked at that third sairror. 
and instantly his eyes ached. He closed 
them and opened them again. Again '' 
they stung horribly. It was esactly the 
son of eyc-atrain which cornea of look- 
ing through a lens which doea not 
focus esactly. or through a strange 
pair of ry^Laaaea He could see the 
third mirror, but bia ryes hurt the in- 
stant they looked upon it. as if that 
third mirror were distorted in an im- 
possible fashion. He was forced to 
draw them away. He could ace. though, 
that aomebow that third mirror would 
reflect hia imaginary beam of light iat 4 
a fourth mirror of which be could ace 
only the edge. He moved his bead— 
and still saw only tbe edge of a mir- 
ror. He was sure of what be saw. be- 
cause be cot^ look into the wavy, 
bluish tranalMmcy all glass shows 
upon Its edge. He could even see the 
thin layer of silver backing. But be 
could not put bimaclf into a position 
in which more than tbe edge of that 
mirror was visible. 
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~n«( ■irror— “ 

'A airro* M i art y -d» « d*cr«ca.* aaid 
V«M Holu prcciMlf, ~r«A*ca li(bt M 

• ngta mafW. TWr« arc f«w ■iirnri. 
•ad ach beads • nj af Ucbt tbre«(b 

• rifbt aafU whtch w alao a rifbt 
aafW ta all tW ocbara. TW mult is 
tbat tW dncaaoacape Uoka iata wb a t 
ia a fthb JiTnainn. imto arback aa aaa 
CT»r looked before Bat I raannt aavc 
a(W( aairrors iato tW poamooa tWy 
kavc ia tkia taatruacat. 1 do ao( kaow 
bow' 

T ommy shook bia bead Mpa- 
t*eat> 7 , ttarukg at tbe a aiaifile. 
yet tact ed ible detrtce wboae theory bad 
beea awtheaMUcally pcaaca auaaher* 
leas tiara, bat aerer pat lato practice 
belwc. 

'Haeiaf aade this device.' said Voa 
Hottf. "the Herr Piofeaaor coaatnicted 
wbat be tcrawd a aupolt. It wa a 
coil of wue, kkc tbe lar(e aacbtae 
there. It )erkcd a steel ball 6rat ver- 
tically. tbea borisoatally. thea later- 
ally. then ia a fourth-daaeaatoaal di- 
rectioa. aad baally proyected it vio- 
leatly off ia a fifth-diacaaaoaal path. 
He aade taall hollow steel balls aad 
sent a butterfty. a small aparrow, aad 
finally a at iato that other warld.*^ The 
ateel balls opeaed of theoweWea aad 
freed those crcaturca. They aeeaed to 
wier ao diatrea Therefoee he coo- 
cluded that it would be afe fa hta 
to go. huBself. Hia daufbter refused 
to permit him a go aloee. aad be wa 
a sure of his afety that he allowed 
her a eater the globe with him. She 
did. 1 worked the aapalt which 
fluag the globe ia tbe fifth diaienaioci. 
aad hia device fa retumiag failed a 
operate. Hence he is maroooed.' 

'But the btg atapult — ' 

'Can yo« rat ae that the btg ata- 
pult ia teokenr* demanded Voa Hoitt 
bitterly. 'A apecal aartal u requurd 
foe the ouaaiag parts That. 1 know 
how a make. Yea. 1 can supply that. 
But I cannot shape it I 1 caaaot design 
the gears which will move it a it 



Beaaca, calcalaw say matbad of caa^ 
iaig faur right aagla a be all M right 
aagla a each aeber. It is aay tapao- 
Mbilityl It ia fa that that 1 have 
appaalcd a yoa. Yau ae it ba baaa 
1 aa that it is done. I can 
tbe aetal which aloae caa be 



a aov e d a tbe aeccaaary dircctian. Bat 
I raaant calculate say aartkod af aaaa- 
iag it ia that dircettoa I If yau can da 
a. Herr Bramrs we caa perbapa save 
tbe Herr Profeaaaor Denham If yaa 
c a nn a t Go tt i The death he will die 
ia hornhle to think ofP 
'Aad hia daughter.' said Toaay 
grimly. 'Hia daughter, also.' 



H e paced up aad down the lahocs- 
tory agaia. Voa Holu moved to 
the work-beach from which he had 
ttken Denham's note. There era a 
pile of such OKaoeaada. Thiaihrrt aver 
and over. Aad there were papers ia 
the angular, preoae haadwntiag which 
was Van Holu'a own. and calcalationa 
aad speculations and the rcaaiaa af 
frantic efforts to work out. aoaahow. 
the secret which a one maaifestatioa 
had placed one mirra a that it hurl 
the eya to look at it. aad oae other 
mtrra to that from every aagle af a 
Doemal caiatcnce. o€m could see ossly 
the edge. 

'1 have srorked. Herr Reamea.' said 
Von Holu 'drarily. 'Gotti How I 
have srorked I But tbe llerr Professor 
krpt soar things secret, and that ao- 
eaaential thing is one of them' 
Presently he aid tircdly: 

'The diasmaioo-travtling globe was 
built in this laboratory. It rated 
here." He pointed. *TTie Herr ^ra- 
fcaaor was laughing and csciicd at the 
BMosent of departure. Hit daughter 
snulcd at me through the window af 
the globe. There wu an under-car- 
nage snth wheels upon it. You can- 
not sec tboar wb«ls through the 
dimcnaoacope. They got iato the globe 
and closed the door. The Herr Pra- 
fcaaor nodded to me through the gUa 
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wimdtm. Tk* tfjmaaM was n— <nf 

m iM fwllMt sfs sd. TW laboratory 
uMiil ml bar oil. and of osoor frcoi 
tba ■fo/ka. 1 liittd toy band, and tbr 
Harr Profcoaor noddad afaia. and I 
tbrrw tbr awiicb. This switch. Harr 
Bromral It sparkad as 1 cloocd it. and 
tbr Aaab partly blusdad me. But 1 taw 
tbr globe raab toward tbr giaat cats- 
pnlt yonder. It leaped upward into 
tbr huge cod. which whirled aaadly. 
Dosed. I taw the globe haaging sus- 
pended in toid-atr. two feet frotn the 
Soor. It shooki Oocel Twteel With 
riolencel Sttddcniy its outline became 
bary and distortc^L My eyes ached 
with looking at it. And then it was 
goner 

V ON HOLTZ'S arms wared melo- 
dramatically. 

~I rushed to the dimensoscope and 
gated through it into the fifth dtmen- 
siocL I saw the globe floating onward 
through the air. toward that bank of 
gloaay fema I saw it settle and turn 
over, and then slowly right itself as 
it came to rest. The Herr Professor 
got out of It. I saw bun. through the 
instnsasent -which could look into the 
dimensioc into which be had gone He 
wared his hand to oic. Hu daughter 
)oincd him. surreytng the strange coo- 
moo in which they were. The Herr 
Professor plucked some of the glossy 
fema took pbotographa then got back 
into the globe. 

~I awaited its return to our own 
world. 1 saw it rock slightly as be 
worked upon the apparatus within. I 
knew that when it raniahed from the 
dimensoscope it would hare returned 
to our own unirerse. But it remained 
as before. It did not more After 
three hours of anguished waiting, the 
Herr Profestor came out and made sig- 
nals to me of despair. By gestures, 
because no sound could come through 
the dimensoscope itself, he begged me 
to assist him And I was helpless I 
Made helpless by the Herr Professor's 
own secrecy I Foe four days and nights 
I hare toiled, hoping desperately to 



diocorsr what the Herr Profeooor hnd 
bidden from me. At loot I thought of 
you. I telegrap hed to you. If you can 
aaaiat me. . . .' 

~I'to going to try it. of course.' said 
Tommy shortly. 

He paced back and forth. He stopped 
and looked through the brs so-tubed 
telescope. Giant tree-fema. unboliev- 
able but resL The steel globe resting 
partly oeertumed upon a bank of 
glossy fema. Breast-high, incredible 
foliage betwem the point of eision and 
that eatraordinary sehicle. 

W HILE Toouny had been talk- 
ing and listening, while he had 
been away from the eyepiece, one or 
other of the occupants of the globe 
had emerged from it. The door was 
open. But now the girl came hound- 
ing suddenly through the fema. She 
called, though it seemed to Tommy 
that there was a curious air of caution 
erm in her calling. She was cscited. 
hopefully eacited. 

Denham caase out of the globe with 
a clumsy club in his hand. But Eeclyn 
caught his arm and'pointed up into the 
sky.* Denham star^ and then began 
to make wild and desperate gestures 
as if trying to attract attration to him- 
self. 

Totnmy watched for minutes, and 
then swung the dimensoscope around. 
It was eatrsocdinary. to be sitting in 
the perfectly normal hnck-walled lab- 
oratory. lookmg into a slender brass 
tube, and seeing another unieerse en- 
tirely. another wild and unbelieirablc 
Landscape. 

'The tree-fern forest drew back and 
the vast and steaming morass was 
again in new. There were distant 
bright golden gleams from the city. 
But Tommy was searching the sky, 
looking in the sky of a world in the 
fifth dimension for a thing which 
would make a man gesticulate hope- 
fully. 

He found it. It was an aircraft, 
startlingly close through the telescope. 
A single figure waa seated at ha con- 
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MtiMtaa* M li boraA wnk cm* 
•ctty tkc air mi a aamrj trrnck 6riw aa 
pilcaia^ a vehicle alea^ a roadway W 
doca wot raal}y acc. Amd To^my, bc- 
latf acar coou^li to arc tW pclot'a poa r . 
cowM acc the atrexait ciaarty. It waa 
totally maUkc a tcrrcamal airpUoc. 
A nakglc kofc a»d tkicb wing aup- 
ported it. But tW wing waa angular 
and ciiiay atcinint, aad ita foraa waa 
dcTOtd of the fracc of an earthly air- 
crait wtMig, and there waa ao tail what- 
caer to £iac it the appcaraace of a lia- 
taf thiaf. There waa acrcly a long. 
re<taa(«lar anaf with a fraaaework 
beacath it. aad a ahimmeriof thia^ 
which waa certaialy aot a acrew pro- 
pcUcr. but arhtch accaard to draw it. 

I T Moecd oa atea^ly aad awiftly. 

dwiadliof ia the diWarxe. with its 
Botioalcas palot seated before a mass 
of corded bundles. It looked aa if this 
were a freifht plane of aorae sort, aad 
therefore made ia a atnctly utilitarian 
fashion. 

It raaiahed ia the base above the 
monst er swamp, gouic * strai(bt 
liae for the foldea city at the world's 

cdcc- 

Towawy stared at it. loaf after it bad 
ceased to be visible. Then be saw a 
queer movement oo the earth near the 
edfe of the moraaa. Fifures were 
mov i nf . Homaa hfures. He saw four 
of them, shahiaf clenched bsts aad 
capenof inmnriy. seeminf to bellow 
iaaalta after the obfavious aad aow ia- 
viaihlc ftyinf thinf . He could see that 
they were nearly naked, and that one 
of them earned a aptaf. But the in* 
dubitablc flint of eoetal was redected 
from OUT of them for aa iaotaat, when 
some metal accoutrement about him 
flittered ia the sualifht. 

Theymoved from siffat behind thick, 
fcothery foliafc. and Tommy rwuof 
bock the beam tube to sec the flobe 
afsia. Denham and his daufbter were 
atarinf ia the dircctioo ia which Tom- 
my had seen those human hfurea. Den- 
ham clutched his clumsy club frimly. 
His face was drawn aad bis Efurt 



quietly, aad the twu of thorn divod 
the fern foreot aad disapprorrd Him- 
ntea later they returned, fr iff*~f 
asaases oi tree-fern ftoada with u h i ch 
they masked the flobe from view. 
Th^ worked hastily, desperately, com- 
c e alinf the ateel vehicle from aifhc. 
Aad then Derdtam stared tcaacly all 
about, shadinf hia eyes enth hia hassd. 
He and the firl withdrew cautiously 
into the forest. 

I T was ounutes bter that TowMy 
was rouoed by Von Holtr's hand oa 
hia shoulder. 

^What has happened. Herr Reamesr' 
he asked uneasily. "The — Raffed 
Hear 

**I saw men.' said Tocuay briedy. 
“shakinf clenched hsts at an aircraft 
flyinf overhead And Denham aad hia 
dauf hter have hidden the flobe 
a screen of foliafe.' 

Von Holts licked his lipo fascinat- 
edly. 

*The Raffed Men.'. he said ia a 
bushed voice. ~The Herr Professor 
called them that, because they cannot 
be of the people who live in the CoMm 
City. They hate the people of the Gol- 
den City. 1 think that they are ban- 
dits; reoefsdes. perhapn. They liw in 
the tree-fern iorests and nercam curses 
at the airships which fly overhead 
And they are afraid of thorn airshipa.' 

~How lorif did Denham use this 
thinf to look throufh, before be buih 
bis flobe?' 

Von Hohs coosidered 
'Immediately it worked.' be said at 
last, 'be bcfsa srork on a small cata- 
pult. It took him ooe^rcek to devise 
'esactly bow to make that. He esperi- 
mented with it for some days and be- 
fsn to make the larfe flobe. That 
took nearly two months — the flobe and- 
the larfe catapult tofether. And also 
the dimeruoscope was at hand His 
daufbter looked throufk it more than 
be did or myself.' 

'He should have known what he waa 
up afainst.' said Tommy, frowninf. 
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*R« Bffc t t* k**« tAkn •* Imw 
b W mrmtdr 
Worn Halts akook kit bead. 

~Hs rspacted ta rstora si oocc,' h< 
Mid d s sp cnn ij. 'Do jro« sc«. Herr 
* Rshbc*. tW pesitioa it pots aac ia? I 
■My be s os pected of Murder I I an tbe 
Herr Professor's aaststsat. He diMp- 
pcors. Will I not be accused of bar- 
inf put Him out of tbe way?* 

~No.~ said ToMmy tboufbtfnlly. 
*'Tou won't.' He flaoced tkreufb tbe 
brass tube sad paced up_fod down tbe 
rooea. "You tclepbonc for soeoeooe to 
repair My car.' be said suddenly and 
abruptly. 'I am foiitf to stay berc and 
work this tbiof out. Tec fot just tbe 
ftiMMcrinf of an idea. But 111 need 
My car ia runninf order, ia case wc 
bare to fo out and fct asatcrials ia a 
burry.' 

V ON HOLTZ bowed stiBy and 
srent out of tbe laboratory. Toca- 
My looked after bua. Even mored to 
■sake sure be was gone. And tbea 
Tommy Reaaies went quickly to tbe 
work beach oo which were the littered 
aotes aitd calculations Von Holts bad 
been using, and which were now at his 
disposal. But Tonamy did not leaf 
through them. He reached under the 
blotter beneath the whole pile. He bad 
seen Von Holts furtirely push some- 
thing out of sight, and be bad disliked 
and distrusted Von Holts from tbe be- 
giaaiag Moreover, it «raa pretty thor- 
oughly clear that Oetibam bad not 
trusted him too Much. A trusted assist- 
ant should be able to understand, at 
least, any eaperuaent performed ia a 
laboratory. 

A folded sheet of paper came ouc 
Toramy glanced at it. 

"You messed things up right I 
Denham marooned and you got 
nothing. No plans or bgures either. 
When you get them, you get your * 
money. If you don't you arc out 
of luck. If this Reames guy can't 
6a op what you sraat it'll be just 
too bad for you.' 



There was no salutation aor any sig- 
aature beyond a scrawled and sprawl- 
iag 'J.' 

Tommy Reames' jaw set grimly. He 
folded t^ scrap of paper and thrust 
it back out of sight again. 

~Pretty T be said harshly. 'So a 
gentleman named ‘J* is going to pay 
Von Holts for platw or calculStiona it 
is hoped 111 provide I Which suggests 
—many thingsl But at least ITl have 
Von Holts's help until be thinks my 
pland or calculations arc complete. So 
tbit's all right . . .' 

Toramy could not be capcctcd. of 
course, to guess that the note be had 
read waa quite astounding proof of the 
intercut taken in non-Euclidcaa geom- 
etry by a vice king of Chicago, or that 
the ranking beer baron of that mc- 
tropolu waa the man who waa ao ab- 
sorbed in abstruse theoretic physics. 

T ommy moved toward the great 
aolcnoid which lay aakrw upon its 
wrecked support It bad drawn the 
steel globe toward it bad made that 
globe vibrate madly, twice, and then 
go hary and vanish. It bad jerked the 
globe in each of 6ve dtrcctiona. each 
St ngbt angles to all the others, and 
had released it when started in the 
6fth dimension. The huge coil was 
quite nine feet aexom and would 
ukc the steel globe easily. It wm 
pivoted in concentric rings which 
made up a set of gj udwls far more 
clabOTatc than were ever used to sus- 
pend a manner's compsm aboard ship. 

There were three rings, one inai^ 
the other. And two nags will take 
care of any motion ia three dimen- 
sions. Tliesc nngs were pivoted, too. 
to that an unbelievably intricate series 
of motions could be given to the sole- 
noid within them alL But the device 
was broken, now. A pivot had given 
away, and shaft and sochet alike had 
vanished. Tommy became absorbed. 
Some oddity bothered him. . . . 

He pieced the thing together men- 
tally. And be eaclaimed suddenly. 
There had been four nags of metal I 
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Ofvc wm (ooci H« ccatprcbcad*^ rery 
i dd nil y. Tbc tkird Mirror ia tW 
diatetMoocopr wm tW oo« to •traafcly 
diMortrd by iu pooit i oa. wbicb wm at 
ball of a right aaglc to all tbc diaca- 
aioct of humaa caprrirxtcc. It wm tbc 
third ring ia tbc aolcaot^a aopports 
wbicb bad raaiabcd. Aad Toeany. 
staring at tbc gigaabc apparatus aad 
stonin i 'wiin g all bis tbcorrtic knowl- 
edge aad all bis bcaa to work, saw tbc 
coaacctioe b etw eea tbc two tbings. 

~Tbc tiaic duBcnaioo and tbc world- 
line.* be said sharply, excited ia spiu 
of biaocif. 'RcTolviag ia tbc tiaw 
diaacnaioo means tclcscopiag ia tbc 
world-line. ... It would be a strain 
ao matter could eadure. ..." 

T he mirror ia tbc diawosoacopc 
WM not potatiag ia a fourth, 
aoaaaion. It did not need to. It was 
rcdectiag light at a right aaglc. and 
brace aceded to be only at half o^ a 
right angle to the two courses of the 
beam it reflected. But to srhirl tbc 
steel globe into a 6ftb dimeaaioo. tbc 
solenoid's support bad for ooc instant 
to r erotre ia tiaiel For the fractioa 
of a second it would baec literally to 
poM through its own substance. It 
scould be required to undergo precisely 
tbc sort of strain iaeohred ia turning 
a hollow scaaileM metal globe, inside 
out I No aoctal could stand such a 
strain No form of mayfr known to 
man could endure it. j 
"It would explodeP fsid Tommy ex- 
citedly to himmlf. aloM ia the great 
bare laboratory. "Steel itself would 
TaporiscI It would wreck tbc place P 
And then be looked blank, ^cause 
tbc place had eery obeiously not been 
wrecked. Aad yet a aictal ring had 
eaiusbcd. Icaeiag no trace. . . . 

Von Hoha came back. He looked 
frightened. 

“A — a repairman. Herr Rraaies." he 
said, stammering. ."is on the way. And 
—Herr Renmes. . . ." 

Tommy barely beard him. Foe a mo- 
ment. Tommy was all scientist, con- 
fronted with tbc inexplicable, yet grop- 



ing with a blind cenakity toward a 
conclusion be rery ragoely foresaw. 
He wared bis hand Impatiently. ... 

"The Herr Jacaro is on the sray 
here." stammered Von Holtx. 

T ommy bliakcd. remembering that 
Von Holtx bad told him be could 
make a certain aaetal. tbc only metal 
srhicb could be mored ia the fourth 

"Jacaro r be said blankly. 

"The — friend of the Herr Prof es so r 
Deo ham He adranced tbc money for 
the Herr Profe s sor's experiaseats." 

Toenmy beard him with only half hia 
be ajn. ib ourh that half iaatantly de- 
cided that Von Holtx wm lying. Tbc 
only Jacaro Tommy knew of wm a 
promiarnt gaagster from Chicago, who 
bad recently cemented hia position ia 
Chicago's uaderworld by engiaceriag 
tbe amalgamation of two oocc-riral 
gangs. Tommy knew, ia a rague fasb- 
ion. that Von Hohx wm fngbtcacd. 
That be was terri&ed ia som e srsy. 
And that be wm inordinately aua- 
piciout of aomeone. and hllcd with a 
^ueer desperation. 

"WellP aaid Tommy abstractedly. 
Tbc tbougbi be needed wm cocaiag. 
A saetal which would hare full tenaile 
strength up to a certxia iaatant. aad 
then diarupt itaelf without siolencc 
into a gaa. a rapor. . . It would be aa 
alloy, perhaps. It would be. . . . 

• He struck at bit bwn bead with hia 
clenched hat. angrily demanding that 
hia brain bring forth the thought that 
was forming slowW. The metal that 
could be time without pro- 

ducing a diaastrous explosion aad 
without requiring aa impossible 
aaiouat of power. . . . 

H e did not see Von Holtx looking 
ia the eyepiece of tbe duaeasn- 
scopc. 'He stared at nothing, thinking 
cocKentrxtedly. putting rrery bit of 
energy into abecr thought. And aud- 
denly. like tbe exploaion be sought a 
way to avoid, tbe answer came. 
ingly clear. 
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H« tTrfyid tkM wmrily. A 

tnMcadooa &Ucd him. 

"Ttc fat hr kc wid aoftlj to htm- 
m11 'B 7 Cod, I know bow be did tbc 
tbinf r 

And •• if tbroofh a miai tbc bforc 
of Voo Hohx her ate clear before bia 
ryea. Voo Hoha waa lookiof into tbe 
dttcawoocope tube. He waa ttartnf 
into tbat otber. cztraordtaarjr world 
to wbich Denham and bia daufbtrr 
were marooned- And Voe Holtc'a face 
wtt attcrijr, deathly white, and be was 
makiof frantic, repreaaed features, and 
wbisperutf little whimperiof pbraaes 
to buaaelf. They arete uniatellifible, 
but tbc deathly pallor of bis checks, 
and tbe fascinated dnbbliof fullness 
of bis lips broufh^Jomoiy Reames 
suddenly down to eanb 

~Wbat's bappeninfr demanded 
Tommy sharply. 

Von Holu did not ansarer. He made 
disjointed moaninf little csclamatioru 
to bimaclf. ^c was tantcbinf hombly 
as be looked tbrouf b tbe tcleacopc into 
that otber world . . . 

Tommy fluitf him aaidc and clapped 
bia own eye to tbe eyepiece. And then 
be froaned 

T he telescope was pointed at tbc 
steel flobe upon that ferny bank, 
no more than a few hundred yarda 
aaray but two dimrnsiocu remoaed 
from Earth Tbe screcninf masa of 
tree-fronda bad been tom away. A 
swarm of raffed half-naked men waa- 
fathered about tbc flobe. They were 
' armed with spears and clubs, in tbc 
anain. but there were otber weapona of 
intricate desifn whose uaes Totmy 
could not even fuess at. He did not 
try. Hs was watchmf tbe men as they 
sararmed about and orer tbe steel 
sphere Their faces were brutal and 
taaafe. and now they were diatorted 
with an inaanc bate. It was tbc same 
a^ul fibbcnnf hatred be bad senaed 
in tbe capcrinfs of tbc four be bad 
seen bcUowinf Tttuperatioo at an air- 
plane 

They are re not sarafes. Somehow 



be could not enria^ tbsm as pcinsl* 
tiTC. Their fasturcs were bard-bitten. 
s eame d sritb hatred and arttta aica un> 
apcakablc. And they were srhhc. Tba 
instant imprioaion any msn srould haas 
recetTcd aras that here were broken 
men; fufitiaea. bandits, smaaains 
Here srerc rcnefadcs or worse from 
some bifber, ciaiUaed race. 

They battered hysterically upon tbc 
Btccl flobe. It was not tbc snack of 
saaafcs upon a stranfc tbinf. It 'aras 
the assault of desperate, broken men 
upon a tbittf they bated A fUaa pane 
splintered sod crashed Spears were 
thrust into tbe openinf. while mouths 
opened ss if in screams of insane fury. 
And then, suddenly, tbe door of t^ 
flobe flew aride. 

Tbc Raffed Men did not wait for 
snyooc to coene out. They foufbt each 
ot^r to fct into the openinf, their 
eyes f Lannf madly, flUed with the lust 
to kilL 

CHAPTER III 

A BATTERED and antiquated 
flirrcr came chuff inf do^ tbc 
wirc-fcnced lane to the laboratory, an 
hour later. It made a proAfious din. 
and Tommy Reames went out to meet 
it He was still a little pale. He had 
waicbed tbc steel flobe turned prac- 
tically inaidc out by tbc Raffed Men. 
He had seen them brinfinf out cam- 
eras. cushioua. and rven tbc poddinf 
of tbe sralls. to torn to bits in a 
truly maniacal fury. But be had not 
seen one sifs of a human beinf killed 
Denham and bis dsuf bter bad not been 
in tbc globe when it »as found and 
ransacked So far. then, they were 
probably safe. Toenmy bad seen them 
Tsntsh into tbc tree-fern forest. They 
bad been afraid and with good reason. 
What dangers they might encounter in 
tbe fern forest be could not guess. 
How long they would escape tbc search 
of tbc Ragged Men. be could not know. 
How be could rrer hope to And them 
if be succeeded in duplicating Den- 
ham's dimensioe-trsTclinf apparatus 
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W CmM m< rr«a tkiak •{. j«« Dew. 
B«t tW were Dee MDrcb- 

bif tfa« fem forcet. So aock waa •ore' 
TWy were cocaaipcd by tbc etcel 
•pikm. aed t •corry-tookiaf io< they 
were. 

Co(B*ag oet of the brick Uboralecy, 
Toony mw a brawny figure getting 
out of the antiquated flie-rer wboor 
arrirml had been ao thondrroua. That 
brawny figure nodded to him 'and 
grinned. Tommy recognired him. The 
red h ea d e d, broad-ahooidered filling 
atation attendant in the last Tillage, 
who had gieen him specific directions 
for reoching this place. 

'You hit that gate a lick, didn't 
your* asked the erstwhile filling sta- 
tion attendant amiably. *Mr. Von 
Holts said you had a fiat and a busted 
radiator, l^t right 

T ommy nodded. The red-headed. 

man walked around the car. 
scratched his chin, and drew out cer- 
tain assorted tools. He put them cn 
the grass with great precision, pumped 
a gasoline blow-torcb to pressure aivd 
touched a match to its priming-basin, 
and while the gasoline flamed ansokily 
he made a half dosen casual more- 
rnents with a file, and the beoken ra- 
diator tube waa esposed for repair. 

He went back to the torch and ob- 
aerred placidly: 

*The Professor ain't around, is he?'’ 
Tommy shook his bead. 

*Thought not,'* said the red-headed 
one. ~He gen'rally cocnes out and talks 
a while. I helped him build some of 
them dinknses in the bam yonder.* 
Tommy said eagerly: 

*Say. which of those things did you 
help him build? That big thing srith 
the solenoid — the coil?* 

*Yeah. How'd it work?^ The red- 
headed one set a soldering iron in 
place and began to jack up the rear 
wheel to get at the tire. *Crary idea, 
if you ask me. I told Miss Evelyn so. 
She Laughed and said she'd be in tbe 
ball when it was tried. Did it work?* 
**Too damn well.* said Toenmy brief- 



ly. ‘Tvs got to repair that so lcw ai d . 
How about a )ob helping?* 

The red-headed man unfastened the 
lugs of the rim. kicked the tire specaln- 
tively, and said. ’Gone to helL* He 
put on the spare tire srith ease and 
dispatch. 

*Um.* he said. *How about that Mr. 
Von Holts? Is he goin* to boas the 
iobr 

*Hc is not.* said Tommy, srith a 
shade of grimnesa in his tone. 

T he red-headed man nodded arsd 
took the. soldering iron in hand. 
He unwound a- strip of wire solder, 
mended the radiator tube sritb placid 
ease, and seemed to bang tbe cooling- 
flanges srith a total Lick of ^re. They 
srent magically back into place, and it 
took close inspection to see that tbe 
radiator bad been damaged. ' 

~Sbc's all right.* be obserred. He 
regarxied Tommy impersonally. 'Sup- 
pose you tell me bow cocnr you bora 
in on tbia.* be suggested. *an’ maybe 
ru play. That guy Von Holts is a 
crook, if you ask me about him.* 
Tommy ran his band across bis fore- 
head. and told him. 

*Um.* said the red-beaded man 
calmly. *1 chink I’ll go break Mr. Von 
Hoits's neck. I got me a bunch.* 

He took tsro deliberate steps for- 
srard. But Tommy said: 

*I saw Denham not an hour ago. So 
far. br’s all right. How long bell be 
all right is a question. But Tm going 
after him.* 

Tbe red-bcajlcd man acrutiniced 
him rabaustirely. * 

*Um. I might try that myself. I 
kinda like the Profesaor. An’ Mias 
Erelyn. My name's Smitbrrs. Let's 
go look through the dinkus tbe Pro- 
fessor made.* 

They went together into tbe labora- 
tory. Von Holts was looking through 
the dimensoscopc. He started back as 
they entered, and looked acutely un- 
easy when be saw tbe red-beaded man. 

’How do you do.* be said nervously. 
"They — the Ragged Men — have just 
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,Woa(fat ia a dead aian. Bat it U oot 
tbe^ierr Praf c aat r ." 

Witboot a word. Toony took tbc 
braao tab* ta his ha ad Voa 'Holts 
aaoTtd awaj. bitiaf his lipa. Tocacay 
stared iate that strange otbrr world. 

T he steel sphere Lay as before. 

slightly askew upoa a ba nk of 
glossy feres. Bat its glass windows 
wers shattered, and fragments of erery* 
thing it bad coatained were scattered 
about The Ragged Men had avsde a 
camp and bailt a 6re. Some of them 
were roasting meat — the bage lia>b of 
a amastrous animal with a scaly, rep- 
tilian hide. Others were engaged in 
vehement argument over the body of 
one of tbetr nomber. lying sprawled 
out apon the ground. 

Tommy spoke without moving his 
eyes from t^ eyepiece. 

~I saw Denham with a club just now. 
This man was killed by a club** 

Ragged Men in the other world 
deb^ed' acrimoeuously. One of them 
pointed to the dead man's beh. and 
spread out his hands. Something was 
missing from the body. Tommy saw. 
r.^. three or four other men with ob- 
jects that looked rather like police- 
nsen's truncheons, save that they were 
made of glittering metal. They were 
plainly weapons. Denham, then, was 
armed^ — if he could understand how 
the weapon was used. 

The Ragged Men debated, and pres- 
ently theu dispute attracted the atten- 
tion of a man with a huge black beard. 
He rose from where be saf gnawing at 
a piece of meat and moved grandly to- 
ward the disputatious group. They 
parted at his approac h . - h ut a single 
member continued the debate against 
even the bearded giant The bearded 
one pittcked the glittcnng truncheon 
from nis belt The disputatious one 
gasped ia fear and dung himself des- 
perately forward. But the bearded man 
kept the truncheon pointed steadily. . . . 
The man who assailed him staggered, 
reached close enough to'strike a single 
blow, and collapsed. The bearded man 



pointed the metal truncheon at him as 
be lay upon the ground. He heaved 
convulsively, and was stiU. 

The bearded man went back to his 
seal and picked up the gnawed bit of 
meat agaiit The dispute had ceased. 
The chattering {roup of own dispersed. 

T ommy was about to leave the 
eyepiece of the instrument when 
a mov em ent nearby caught his eye. A 
bead peered cantiously toward tiw en- 
campment. A pccond rose beside it. 
Denham and his daughter Evelyn. 
They urere apparently no more than 
thirty feet from the diaoensoscope. 
Tommy could sec them talking cau- 
tiously. saw Denham lift and eaaminc 
a me^ truncheon like the bearded 
man's, and force his daughter to accept 
it. He clutched a club, himself, with 
a gnm satisfaction. 

Moments later they vanished quietly 
ia the thick fere foliage, and though 
Tommy swung the dimcnsoscopc 
around ia every direction, be could 
see nothing of their retreat. 

He rose from that instrument with 
*oa*thinf approaching hopefulness. 
He'd seei^Evelyn very near and very 
closely. She did not look happy, but 
she did look alert rather thM worn. 
And Denham was displaying a form 
of competence ia the face of danger 
which was really nwre than would 
have been expKt^ ia a Ph.D, a M. A., 
and other acad emi c distinctions run- 
ning to moot of the letters of the alpha- 
bet. . 

Tve just seen Denham and Evelyn 
again." said Tommy crisply. "They’re 
safe so far. And 1've.neea one of the 
weapons of the Ragged Men ia use. 
If we can get a couple of automatics 
and some cartridges to Denham, hell 
be safe until we can repair the big 
solenoid." 

T'hcrc was the small catapult." said 
Von Holts bitterly, "but it was disman- 
tled. The Herr Professor saw me ea- 
amining iu and be dismantled it. So 
that I did oot learn bow to calculate 
the way of changing the positisn " 
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T OMMY'S eyes rested qoceely.oA 
Vos Holu fee a momnv 
~You kaow bow to make tbc aetal 
required.'* be said suddenly. ''You'd 
better get busy naakiag it. Plenty of 
it. Well need it.'*. 

Von Holtr stared at bim. bis weak 
.eyes slmoot frightened. 

*lTou kaow/ You know bow to coos- 
bine tbe right saglesr* 

“I think so.* said Toauny. 'fee get 
to bod out if I'm right. Will you make 
tbe meuir 

Vot Holu bit at bis too-red lips. 
"But Herr Reaa>esr be sai4 stri* 
dently, 'I wish to know tbe equation I 
‘ Tell me tbe method of pointing a body 
in a fourth or a bftb duection. It is 
only fair — " 

‘’Denbaea didn't tell you.** said 

Von Holtr 's arms jerked srildly. 
"But I srill not make tbe metal I I 
insist upon being told tbe equation I 
I insist upon iti I srill not make tbe 
metal if you do not tell aaeP 

Soaitbers was in tbe laboratory, of 
course. He bad been surveying the big 
aoleaoid^tapult and scratching bis 
cbif\^reBKtivcly. Now be turned. 

B ut ToMy took Von Hohr by 
tbc shoulders. And Tosamy's 
bands were tbe brm and sinewy bands 
of a sportsman, if bis brain did happen 
to be tbe brain of a scientist. Von 
Holts srritbed in his grip. 

"There is only orw substance which 
could be tbc metal I need. Von Holu." 
hie said gently. "Only one substance 
is nearly ^c*-dimcn«ionaL Metallic 
ammoniumr It's known to eaist, be* 
cause it makes a aacreury amalgam, but 
nobody has been able to isolate it be- 
cause nobody baa been able to give it 
a fourth di men sio n — duration* in time. 
Denham did it. You can do it. And 
I nee^ it. and you'd better set to work 
at tbc job. YouH be very sorry if you 
don't. Von Holur 

Smitbers said with a vast calmness. 
'I got me a bunch. So if y'want his 
neck broke. . . 



Tommy released Von Hoha and the 
lean young man gasped and sputterod 
and-, gesticulated wiWy .in a frenay of 
rage. ^ 

"Hell make it." said Tommy coldly. 
"Because be doesn't dare not toT 

Von Holu went out of tbe Isbom- 
tory. bis wcak-looking eyes staring 
and wild, and bis mouth working. 

"Hell be bock." said Toossoy briedy. 
"Ycm'vc get to make a* small model of* 
that big caupult. Smitbers. Can you 
do itr 

"Sure." said Smitbers. Tlw ringll 
be copper tubing, with pin-bearings. 
Wind a coil on tbc Istbc. Itll be kinda 
rough, but itll do. But gears, now. . . ." 

"Ill attend to them. You know bow 
to work that metallic aasmonium?" 

"If that's what it was." agreed 
Smitbers. "1 worked it foe tbe Pro- 
fessor." 

Tommy leaned close and whispered: 

"You never made any gears of that. 
But did you make some springs/* 
"Ub-buhr 

Tommy grinned joyously. 

"Then we're set and I'm right I Von 
Holu wants a matbcmatical ^ forssula. 
and oo one on earth could s^iU one. 
but we don't need itP 

S MITHERS rummaged around tbe 
laboratory with a casual air. ac- 
quired this and that and tbe other 
thing, and set to work with an astound- 
ing absence of waste motions. From 
time to time be inspected tbc great 
catapult thoughtfully, veribed some 
impression, and went about tbc con- 
strucuon of another part. 

And when Von Holu did not re- 
turn. Tommy hunted for him. He sud- 
denly re member ed bearing bis car mo- 
tor start. He found his car missing. 
Hr swore, then, and grimly began to 
bunt for a telephone in tbc bouse. But 
before be had raised ccpual be beard 
tbc deep-toned purring of tbc motor 
again. His car was coming esriftly 
back to tbe bouse. And be saw. through 
a window, that Von Holu was driv- 
ing it. 
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TW Imn yi—g maa («( o«t *f kt, 
M« lac* wUtc witk pa**icw. H« 
Martad fo* the laboratory. Tammy i»- 
tarerptrd kia. 

" I wtat to gtt aateriab far aaking 
tW ■rtil.'* aaid Voa Holu boaracly. 
rrprr a im hia ra(« with a freat rflort. 
*1 ahall bc(ia at awe*, Herr Rcaaar*-' 

Teany aaid aothiaf whatrrrr. Va« 
Hoh* wa* iyia(. Of coorac. He car- 
ried Bothiaf ia the way of aatefiil*. 
Bot he had (ooe away tram the hooae. 
aad TooBBy knew a* dehaitely a* if 
Voo Holu had toM him. that Voti 
Hoitt had gooe off to cooantiiucate ia 
aafety with aotBcooe who mgntd hi* 
correapoedmee with a J. 

Voa Holu went iato the laboratory. 
The foor-cyliader atotor began to 
throb at oace. The whine of the 
dynamo aro*e ahnoat immediately 
Von Holu came o«M at the lab- 
oratory and dired iato a *hed that ad- 
joined the brick btiildiag. He remained 
ia there. 

Tooamy looked at the trip regmer 
on hi* •peedometer. Like moot people^ 
with methodical mind*, he had noted 
the rea^ig on amriag at a new deati- 
mation. ^ow be knew how far Von 
Holu had gone. He had been to the 
rillage aad bock. 

'Meaning." *aid Tommy grimly to 
'•hiiMflf. "that the J who want* plan* 
and calcalatioa* i* either ia the nllagc 
or at the end of a long-diataace wire 
Aad Von Holu aaid he wa* m the 
way. He’ll probably turn up a^ try 
to bribe B»e." 

H e went bock iato the laboratory 
and put hi* eye to the eyepiece 
of the dimm*o*cop*. Smither* had 
hi* blow-torch going aad wa* buoily 
accumulating an apparently unrelated 
•enea.of ditcordaat bit* of qoeerly- 
abaped meul. Tommy'looked through 
at t^ atrange. mad world be could ace 
through the eyepiece. 

The tree-fern forr«t wa* atilL Tlw 
encamponent of the Ragged Mm wa* 
nearly quiet. Suaaet *eemed to be ap- 
proaching ia thi* other world, though 



It wao atill bright outaide the labara- 
tory. Th* hour* of day and night were 
obeiouahy not the aame ia th* two 
world*. *o cloo* together that a man 
could be Bung from one to th* ocher 
by a mechanical contrirance. 

The aun aeemed larger, too. than the 
orb which light* our normal earth. 
When Tommy awung the eiaion ia- 
atrument about to acarch (o*^ it, he 
found a great red ball quit* four time* 
the diameter of our own aua. neatly 
biaccted by the horuan. Tommy 
watched, waiting for it to aiak. But 
it did not aink etraight downw a rd a* 
the aua *eem* to do ia all^temperate 
latitude*. It dcocended. ye*, but it 
moecd along the honron a* it tank. 
Inatcadiof a direct aad forthright dip 
downward, the aun aeemed to peogre** 
along the boriaon. dipping more deep- 
ly a* it *wam And TBtnmy watch^ 
it bleakly. 

"It** nM our Min. . . . But it’* not our 
teoeld. Yet it reeolee*. and there are 
men on it. Aad a *ua that air* would 
bake the earth. . . . Aad it’* aiaking 
at aa angle that would only come at a 
latitude of — " 

That wa* the clue. He underatood 
at once. Th* iaetrument through which 
be regarded the strange world looked 
out upon the polar region* of that 
world. Here, where the aun descended 
•laetwisc. were the high latitude*, the 
colde«t apace* ’upon all the whole 
planet. And if here there^werc the gi- 
gantic growth* of a carboniferou* era. 
the uopic region* of thi* planet atuat 
be literal inferno*. 

And then be saw in its gradual de- 
scent the n*on*ter sun wa* going along 
behind the goldm city, and 'the out- 
line* of It* building*, th* magniheenc* 
of it* spur*, were limned clearly for 
him against the dully glowing disk. 

Nowhere upon earth had such a city 
erer bem dreamed of. No man had 
rver enriaiooed such a place, where 
far-flung arche* interconnected eoar- 
ing. towering column*, where currea 
of perfect grace were united in form* 
of utterly perfect proportion. ... * 
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T he wialiftii mo 4 diMk bcfsa 

•ad dccpcacd. «ad trtTidlx bnllitt 
•tar* b<(Mi to cocDC oat ovcfiMod. «a4l 
Too» 7 ouddmly •cofchcd tW bcavcTM 
••(crijr for fosiU*r coaoulUtioa*. 
Aad fouad aot oac. AU tW otoxt wrrr 
•trofifc. Tb«o« our« ■ rra xd Urfcr 
•ad Much more a«^r tkaa tW tiajr pta* 
poiata thit Utah down opoo our cortk. 

Aad thca he cwoog t^ iaotruoocat 
•goia oad uw greot hreo rooriag *ad 
the Kogged Mea crouched oboot them. 
Withia them rether. becouee they hod 
both 6rc« obout themoelreo •• if to 
moke • well of &ao»e. Aad oace Too»- 
my •• w twia. moaotrou* eyco. gatiag 
from the bUckaem of the tree-fern 
forcot. They-more huge eyco. oad they 
were for oport. oo that Um head of the 
creature who u«ed them mu«t haec been 
enormous. Aad they were all of fif- 
teen feet aboee the ground when they 
•peculatiTciy looked oeer the ring of 
6rco aad the ragged, degraded men 
within them Then that creature, 
wfaatrrer it waa. turned away and «aa- 
iahed. 

Bat Tommy felt a curioua ahieeriag 
horror of the thing. It had oaoeed 
•ouadleoaly, without a doubt, becauae 
hot one of the Ragged Men had noted 
its presence. It had been kept away 
by the 6res. But Denham aad Eeelyn 
were somewhere in the tree-fern for- 
est. aad they would not dare to make 
hres. ... 

Tommy drew away from the dimenso- 
•cope. shivering. He had been look- 
ing only, but the place into which he 
look^ was real, and the dangers that 
lay hidden there were very genuine, 
and there was a man aad a girl of his 
own race aad tiaae struggling desper- 
ately, srithout arms or hope, to survive 

S MITHERS was casually fitting to- 
gether an intricate array of little 
rings' made of copper tubing. There 
were three of them, and each was fit- 
ted into the neat largest by pins which 
• enabled them to spin noiselessly aad 
swiftly at the tou^ of Smither's fin- 
ger. He h^ them spiaaiag now. each 



in a separate direction, aad the effect 
was bewildering. 

As Tommy watched.* Smiths rs 
stopped them oiled the pins carefully, 
aad painstakingly inserted a fourth 
nag. Only this ring was of s whits 
sartal that loked aomebow osore pallid 
than silver. It had a wfaiienem^ like 
that ^ ivory beneath its metallic 
glcam^ 

Toomsy bhnked 

“Did Von Holtr give you that 
aaetair* he asked suddenly. 

Smithers looked up and puffed at a 
brosm pipe. 

~Nopc. There was some splashes af 
it by the costin' boa. I melted ’em to- 
gether an'- run a ring. Pre s sed it to 
shape; y* can't htemicr this stuff. It 
goes to wster aad dries up 9 aicker*a 
lightning— an* you hold y'nooe an' run. 
1 used it before for the Profesoor.** 

Tommy went oyer to him eacitedly. 
He pick^ up the little cootrivaacs of 
aaany concentric rings. The big saotor 
was throbbing rhythmically, aad the 
generator was humming a< the bock of 
the laboratory. Von Holts was out of 
sight.' 

W ITH painstaking care Tomsay 
went over the little device.. He 
looked up. 

-A coiir* 

**1 wound ooe.' said Smithers calmly. 
~On the lathe. Not so hot, but it’ll do, 
I guem But I can't fia these rings 
like the Profesoor did.** 

**1 think I can.** said Tommy crisply. 
*Did 3 rou make some wirc'for springs?^ 
-Yeahr 

Tommy fingered the wire. Stout, 
stiff, aad surprisingly, springy srire of 
the same pecuUsr metsL It was that 
metallic ammonium which chemists 
have deduced must eaist because of 
the chemical bshavior of the co mp o u nd 
NH^ but which Denham aloae had 
managed to procure. Toemny deduced 
that it was sa allotropic m ^ i fica ti on 
^f the substa n ce which foram an amal- 
gam with aoercury, as metallic tin ia 
an allotrope of the amorphous grayJ 
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pmii i tr wttUk tia ia ita aocmaL na- 
U* Mate. 

H« art ta work witJi frrrriah eacitc- 
'Meat. For erw bear, for two be worked. 
At tbe rad of that tiate be wa« e>* 
pUiaiaf tbe Matter curtly to Satitbera. 
ao Mtent oa bit work that be wholly 
failed to bear a aaotor car outaide or to 
rcaliie that it bad alao grown dark la 
tbia world of eura. 

'You aee. SMitbera. if a two-duaeo- 
aiorted creature wanted to adjuM two 
right aaglea at right aaglea to each 
other, he'd hkre them laid Sat. of 
courae. ^And if he put a apriag at the 
far enda of thoae right ^.glea they'd 
look like a T, put together— ao that 
the Croat b a r of that T was under *<n- 
aiott. he'd have tbe equivalent ^ what 
I’m doing. To avake a tbree-diMen- 
atoned figure, that imaginary man 
would have to bead one aide of the 
croaa b ar up. Aa if the two enda of 
it were under tenaion by a apriag. aitd 
the apring arould only be relieved of 
tenaion when that crooa ba r waa bent. 
But the Vertical would be hia time di- 
Menaton. ao he'd have to have acme- 
thing thin, or it couldn't be bent. He'd 
need aaaaething 'thin in tiMe.* 

~We have the aame problem. But 
aoetalltc a mmon ium ia *thin in time.* 
It'a ao fugitive a aubatance that Den- 
ham ia the only man ever to aecure it. 
So we uae theae ringa and adjnat them 
aprtnga to them ao they're under ten- 
aion which will only be tcleaaed when 
they're all at right anglea to each other. 
In our three dianenaiona that'a impoo- 
sible. but we have a metal that can re- 
volve in a fourth, and we reinforce 
their tendency to adyu^ themoehrea by 
•tarting them off with a )erk. We've 
got 'em Hat. They'll make a good atifl 
)erk when they try to adjust them- 
aelvea. And tbe aolenoid'a a bat eccen- 
tric — " 

**Sbut upP anapped Smitbera sud- 
denly. 

H e was facing the door, bristling. 

Von Holt* waa in tbe act of 
conung in, with a beefy, broad-ahoul- 



drred man arith blue jowin. Tommy 
straightened up. thought swiftly, and 
then smiled griaaly. 

''Hullo. Von Hoka.* be Mid pi rn s 
antly. 'We've juM completed a model 
caupult. We're all set to try it out. 
Watch r 

He set a little tin can beneath the 
peculiar device of copper-tubing rings. 
Tbe can waa wholly ordinary, made of 
thin sheet-iron plated with tin aa are 
all the tin cans of cooMnerce. 

• 'You have the catapult remade?' 
gaaped Von Holta. 'Wait I Wait I 
Let me look at itP 

For one instant, aivd one instant 
only. Tommy let him aee. The massed 
act of concentric nnga. each one sf 
them parallel to all the others. It 
looked rather like a fiat coil of tubing: 
certainly like ao particularly obscure 
form of projector. But as Von Holta'a 
weak eyes fas^aed avidly upon it. 
Tommy pressed the improvised elec- 
tric switch. At once that would ener- 
gue the solenoid and release all the 
tensed springs from their greater ten- 
sion. for aa attempt ts reach a perma- 
nent equilibrium. 

Aa Von Hoha and the blue-jowicd 
man stared, the little tin can Icapwd up- 
arard into tbe tiny coil Tbe small 
copper rings twinkled one wtthia tbe 
other aa the springs operated. Tbe tin 
can was wrenched this way and that, 
then for the fraction ff a second hurt 
the eyes that gared upon it — sad it waa 
gone! Aad then the little coil came 
apinniiig down to the work bench top 
from its broken bearings and the re- 
maining copper rings spun aimlessly 
for a moment But the third nng of 
whitish metal had vanished utterly, 
and ao had the coded-wire springs 
which Von Holts bad been unable to 
diaunguiah. And there was an over- 
powering smell of anunonu in the 
toons. 

V ON HOLTZ flung himself upon 
the still-moving little lastrumcat 
He inspected it mvagely. desperately. 
His full red lips drew back ia a snarL 
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‘Hov 4i4 x<M itr he erW^ 

•hrilly. miM Ull bcI 1 — 1 — 1 

will kill jmi if jro« do not tell mtV 
The hlne-)owicd akan wm watchiaf 
Von Holtt. Now his lipe twiated dia- 
fuatedljr. He turned to Toonip and 
narrowed hia eyes. 

'Look here* he runbled. *Thia 
fooHa no (oodi 1 want the aecrrt of 
that trick yhu dad. What'a jrour pricer* 
'I'b not for aale.** aaid Tonany, 
antiling faintly. 

The hlite-)owled eoan regarded hint 
with leecl eye*. 

-My nanie'a Jacaro.- he aaid after 
an inatant. 'Maybe yoa're heard of 
n»e. !'■ front Chicaco.** 

Toomy nnuled nore aridely. 

"To be aure." be admitted. "Yon 
were the man who introduced machine* 
funa into fang warfare, weren't you? 
Your*gunmen lined up half a doren of 
the Buddy Hainea* gang againat a wall 
and wiped them ont. 1 believe. What 
do you want thia eecret for?" 

level eyea narrowed. They 
looked auddenly deadly. 

"That'a my. buoirteaa." aaid Jacaro 
hriedy. "You know who I am. Artd 
1 want that trick y'did. 1 got my own 
reaaooa. IH pay for it. Plenty. Yon 
know I got piMty to pay. too. Or 
elac— ' . 

'Whatr 

'SonacthingU happen to yon." aaid 
Jacaro briedy. *1 ain't aayin* what. 
But it’a damn likely yonll tell arfaat I 
want to know before it’a firuahed. 
Name yonr price an' be damn ^uickT 
Tommy took hia hand ont of hia 
pocket. He had a gun in it 
"The only p om ibl r anmver to that." 
he aaid anavely. 'ia to tell yon to go 
to,heU. Get ont I But Von Holu auya 
here. He'd better P 

CHAPTER IV 

W ITHIN half an hour after Ja* 
^caro'a leaving. Saaithera waa ia 
the village, laying ia a atock of aup* 
pliea and vending trlagrama that Tom- 
my hod written ont for tranamiaaioo. 



Tommy aat facing an aahen Von Hoka 
and told him pleaaantly what would he 
done to him if he failed to make the 
■aetallic a mmon ium needed to repair 
the big aolenoid. In an hour, Smi t hera 
waa back, reporting that Jacaro waa 
alao aending telegrama hot that he. 
Smithera. had atood over the telegraph 
operator until hia own meaaagea were 
uananutted. He brought back weapona, 
too highly illegal thinga to have in 
New York State, where a citiaen ia only 
law-abidi n g when defenaeleaa. And 
then four daya of hectic, aleepleua 
Labor began. 

On the drat day one of Tommy'a 
frienda drove ia ia anawer to*a tcle- 
graoa. It waa Peter DaLtcll. with own 
ia uniform apparently featooued about 
hia cpr. He announced that a placard 
warning paaacrafay of amallpoa within, 
had been added to the decorative aigna 
upon the gate, and atared increduloualy 
at the interior of the brick bam. 
Tommy grinned at him and gave him 
plana and apecihcattona of a light atccl 
globe ia which two aaen might be trano- 
. ported into the dfth dimenaioo by a 
anitably operating device. Tommy hod 
aat up all night drawing thooc plana. 
He told Dalrell juat enough of what 
he waa up againat to enliol OalaclTa 
enthuaiaotic cooperation without per- 
mitting him to doubt Tommy'a aaaity. 
Dalrell bad known Tommy aa an 
amateur tennia pla)rer. but not aa a 
acientiat. 

He marveled, refuaed to believe hia 
eyea when he looked through the di- 
menaoocope, and agreed that the whole 
thing bad to be kept aecret or the 
reacue eapedition would be prevented 
from atarting by the incarceration of 
both Tommy and Saaithera ia comfort- 
able inaane aayluma He feigned to 
admire Von Holtr. deathly white and 
nearly frantic with a corroding rage, 
and complimented Tommy on hia taate 
for ille^ity. He even aaked Von 
Holtr if be wanted to leave, and Von 
Holtr anarled inoulta at him. Von 
Holtr waa beginning to work at the 
manufacture of metallic aoBmooium. 
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I T WM mm dcctr^tytic proc«M. of 
tof or . OrAMort>7. w Wo mmj 
mmmomtmm fhloriitt io brokca 4o«rm by 
am clectnc cwtcM. aHMoajuB io 4c- 
pocit«4 at the cotho4« tmd ionntly bc- 
fww c a gas which 4iatoWcc ta the 
wotee or bobbfeo o^ to the awfocc. 
With a Mercury fathoifr. H ia 4iaaol«c4 
aad berpoira a Metallic aaoolga^ which 
alao breaka 4ow« iaio gas with OMich 
bubb lin g of the Mercury, ^ot Deahaea 
hod worked o«M a way of delayiag the 
breakiog d o w n , which left hiM with a 
cariooaly white, tpoti^ awM of Metal 
which coold be carefully Melted down 
aad coot, bat not aader aay circuo- 
otaaces rioleatly atruch or atraiaed- 
Voo Holta wM wdrkiag at that. On 
the aecoeid day he delieerrd. anarliag. 
a onaall ingot of the white awtal He 
was iMpnoooed ta the lean-io-obed la 
which the electroiyaia wetM ora But 
Toaaay hod aiorc than a ouopicioa that 
he was ia coMMaaicatioa with Jacaro. 

~Of course.' he said dAly to Sauth- 
era. who had eaprcaaed bis doubts. 
'Jacaro hod s omeb o d y sneak up and 
talk to hiM through the walla or may- 
be through a bored hole. While there's 
a hope of hndtag oat what he wants 
to know throogb Von Hotu. Jacaro 
won't try anything. Not anything 
rough, anyhow. We anasen't be bumped 
off while srhat we are doing ia in oar 
heads aloiM. We're safe enough — lor 
a 'while.' 

Smitbers grumbled. 

'We need that aowmeium.' mid 
Tosmay. 'and 1 don't know bow to 
make it. I bluffed that I could, and in 
time 1 might, but it would need tune 
and meanwhile Denham needs as. Dsl- 
sell IS gotpg to send a plane over t»- 
with word of when we can es- 
pect oar own globe. Well try to have 
the big catapult ready when it comes. 
And t^ plane anil drop some eatra 
supplies. I've ordered a auh-aMchine 
gun. Handy when we get over there ta 
the trcc-fem forests Right now. 
though, we need to be watching. . . .' 

Becauoc they were taking turns look- 
ing through the dimemoocope. For 



slgBs of Denham and Evelyn,^ And 

wholly anaririitthc thoughts about Bu- 
elyn. asnee a pretty girl in di ff i cult iea 
ia of all pBsaible things the one moot 
lihaly to make a man romoatic- 

I N the four days of their hardest 
working, he mw her three times 
Tb» globe was wrecked and mined. Its 
glaaa was broken out and its interior 
ripped apart. It had been pillaged so 
cahaaotively that there was no hope 
that whatever device had been includ ed 
ia its design, for its return, remained 
even repairably intact. That device 
had not worked, to be sure, but Tommy 
puriled sometimes over the fact that 
he had seen no mechanical device of 
any sort ia the plunder that had been 
brought out to be demoliahed. But he 
did not think of those things when he 
saw Evelyn. 

The Ragged Men's encampment was 
gone, but she and her fathn lingered 
furtively, still near the pillaged globe. 
The hrst day Tommy saw her. she was 
still bloo m i n g and alert. The second 
day sbe was paler. Her clothing was 
npped and tom. as if by thorns Dr.s- 
ham had a great raw wound upon his 
forehand, and bis coot was gone and 
half has #iirt eras in ribbons Before 
Toenmy's eyes they killed a nanaeless 
small animal with the trunrbionlike 
weapon Evelyn carried. And Denham 
carted it triamphantly off into the 
shelter of the tree-fern forest. But to 
Tommy that shelter began to appeal 
eatremely dubioua 

That ssaae afternoon some of the 
Ragged Men came auapicioualy to the 
globe and inapected it. and tbm vented 
a gibbering rage upon it with blows 
and curses They seemed half-mod. 
these men. But then, all the Ragged 
Mm seemed a shade lesa than sane. 
Their hatred for the Golden City 
seemed Ihr dominant emotion of their 
CBistmce. 

And when they had gone. Tommy 
MW Denham peering cautiously from 
behind a scrccaiag maaa of fern. And 
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DcahaM looked tick at heart. Hia tjf 
lihad a u dd ca ly to the haavcaa. aad he 
atared off iato the diataace afaia. aad 
then he retarded the hearcaa atain 
with aa capteaatoa that waa at aace of 
the utMoat wtatfulaeaa aod the utter* 
BBoat of deapair. 

T ommy awuag the diaimaaar opr 
about aad aearched the akica af 
_that other world. He aaw the ffyiag 
t^aackiae. aad H waa a awallow-wiagcd 
deeice that Bored awifUy, aad aow 
aoared aad au oop t d ia abrupt abort 
circlea alaaoat orarhead. Taaawy could 
aee ita ptlot. leaatag out to gaxc dowa- 
ward. He waa aa Bore thaa a huadred 
feet upc abaeat at the ^height of the 
tree-fera topa. Aad the pilot waa awe- 
lag too awiftiy for ToBBy to be able 
to facua accurately upoa hia face, but 
be could aee hiB aa a Ban, aa uadubi- 
table aaaa ia ao faahioo diatiaguMhable 
froB the ocher atea of thta earth. He 
waa acrutiairiag the globe aa well aa 
he could without alighting. 

He aoared upward, auddealy. aad hia 
plaae dwiadled aa it wea't toward the 
Coldea City. 

, Aad then, iarricably. Tataeay aearch- 
ed far the four Ragged Men who had 
iaapacted the glebe a little whUe aiace. 
He aaw theB, caperiag horribly behind 
a acreeaing af verdure. They did not 
abakc their ciaachrd kata at the flying 
Bachiae. Inatcad. they aecBed flUed 
with a ghaatly anirth. Aad auddealy 
they began to ma frantically for the 
far diet aace. m if bcartng newa of ia- 
kaite iBportaace. 

Aad when be looked back at Den- 
haaa. it acemad to ToBBy that he 
wrung hia handa before he diaappcared. 

B ut that waa the aecood day of the 
work upon our own world, aad 
iuat before auaaet there waa a droeuag 
ia the aorthly aky above the laboratory, 
aad ToBoay raa out. aad aoBcbody 
abot at hlB froB a patch of woodland 
a quarter of a Bile away froB the brick 
laolated aa DeahaB’a place 
waa, the ahot would go uaaoticed. The 



bullet paaaed withia a few feet of Toaa> 
nay. but he patd ao atteatioeL It wb oae 
of Jacaro'a watchera. ao doubc but Ja> 
caro did not waat Toauay killed. So 
ToBBy waited uatil the plaae awooped 
low— aJaaoet to the level of the labora- 
tory roof — aad a thickly podded pack- 
age thudded to the groiaad. He picked 
it up aod darted book' iato the lohora- 
tory ao other bullets canoe froB the 
patch of woodland. 

~Fnaay,~ he aaid dryly to SBitheriL 
inside the Laboratory again ; “they doa't 
dare kill bc — yet — aad Vea HoHa 
doesn't dare leave or refuse to do what 
1 tell kiB to do; aad yet they eapect 
to lick uo.* 

SBithera growled. ToBary was ua- 
pocking the wrapped package. A griB. 
blued-ateel thmg case out of much 
' podding. Boun tumbled alter it. 

~Sub-e a o chine gun.~ said Toamiy, 
'and aauBUJMitoo. Jacaro aad hia little 
pals will try to get ia here when they 
think we've got the big aolenoid ready 
for oae. TheyHI cry to get it before 
we can use H. This wtll sttaad to 
theat* 

“An' get ua ia )oil.~ aaid Smithers 
calaoJy, ~for forty-leven years." 

said ToBBy. aad griaaed- 
"WeU be ia the kith d i nten s io n. Our 
)ob ia to fling through the catapult all 
the stuff weHl need to make another 
catapult to fling us bock again." 

"It caa't he done." said Smithers 
flatly. 

^ "Maybe aot." agreed Toauay. "espe- 
cially aiace we rum all our springs aad 
one gymbal ring every tiaw we use the 
thing. But I've got aa idea. 111 want 
kve coils with hollow iron cores, aad 
the whole works shaped like this, with 
two boles bortyl so. . . ." 

H e sketched. He had been work- 
ing on the idea for several days, 
and the sketch waa ready ia his miad 
to be transferred to paper. 

"What you goia' to do?" 

"Something craxy." said Tonuny. “A 
mirror isn't the only thing that changes 
angles to right ones." 
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'T««*r« tW Amctm." Mi4 tkc i—pw- 
frfcafclr SMrtWrt. 

H« Bci U work. H« pouM Tomtmj 
■Mittimt*. SMtWn «id. S* fkr be 
h*da't aeked b«w —eh bis p*y was (»■ 

Mif %» b«. H«’4 warked aniatiiaMt- 

tawtlp. H« bad diapUjred a cstoaail. a 
i r t aa tn d m ii fahwaraa Bat no man 
conid work aa hard aa SoaitWra did 
witboMi scoac powerfal dfiriac-lorcc. 
It was on tbs fourth da/ that Tesom/' 
leamrd what it waa. 

The frre corls bad been Bade, and 
Tommty waa tmtmbiiag tbcB with aa 
estrao^taar/ paiast^kJof care behind 
a scrcea. *to bide what be waa douif . 
He'd diacoeetcd a peep-bole bored 
tbro«i(h the brick wall from the lean-to 
where Von Holtt worked. He was no 
lone*' locked in there. Toont/ aban- 
doned the pretense of iBpriooruaeat 
afur finding an automatic pistol and a 
doplicatc kr/ to the lock in Von 
Holtr's possessioTL He'd bad neither 
when be was tbeorrticail/ locked up. 
and Tommy laughed. 

'It's a farce. Von llolu.~ be said dry- 
ly, ~tbia pretending yowll mn away. 
You're here spying now. for Jacaro. Of 
course. And you don't dare harm either 
of us until you find out from me what 
you can't srork out for yourself, and 
know 1 bare done. How n auch m Ja- 
caro going to pay you for the secret of 
the catapult. Von Holts 

Von Holts snarled. Smitbers aored 
toward him. bis bands closing and un- 
closing. Voo Holts went gray with 
terror. 

‘Talkf’ said Smitbers. 

'A — a millioo dollars.* said Voo 
Holts, cringing away from the brasmy 
red-beaded man. 

*lt would be interesting to know 
what use it would be to him.* said 
Tommy dryly. ~But to earn that mil- 
lioo you bare to learn what we know. 
And to team that, you have to help os 
do it again, on the scale we srant. You 
won't run away. So 1 shan't bother to 
lock you up ^reafter. Jacaro's men 
com e and talk to you at night, don't 
tbeyr 



ON HOLTZ .cringed agsin. It 
waa aa admiamon. 

~I don't wont tJ have to kill any of 
them.* said Tomosy pleasantly, ‘and 
well all be clamed m mad if tbia thing 
gets ont. So you go and talk to them 
i<t the lane when you want to. Von 
Holts. But if any of them com* near 
the Laboratory. Smitbers and 1 will kill 
them, and if Smitbers is bust I’ll kill 
you; and I don't imagine Jacaro wants 
that, because be cspects you to build 
another catapult for him. But 1 warn 
you. if I find another gun on you HI 
thraab you.* 

Von Holts'a pallor changed subtly 
from the pallor of fear to the awfsl 
lividnem of rage. 

’’You — Gott I You dare threaten—* 
He choked upon bis oars fury. 

'1 do.* aaid Tommy. *And HI carry 
out the threat." 

Smitbers moved forward on ce more. 

"Mr. Von Hohs.* be said in a very 
terrible eteadincao. *1 aim to kill you 
some tunc. I ain't done it yet becaum 
Mr. Rcames says be needs you a while. 
But I know you got Mim Evelyn ma- 
rooned off in them fem-woodo on pur- 
pose I And — Cod knows she wouldn't 
ever look at me, but — I aim to kill you 
some umel* 

His eyco were flames. Hia bands 
closed and u n closed boeribly. Voo 
Holts gaped at biaa. abo rt ed out of bio 
fury into fear again. He went unotead- 
ily back to hia Ican-te. An^ Smitbers 
went back to the dimenooocopc. It waa 
his turn to watch that other world for 
signs of Denham and Evelyn, and for 
any sign of dang'er to them. 

T ommy adjuated the ocreen before 
the bench on which be wm work- 
ing. oo Voo Holts could not ace his 
task, and went back to work. It waa a 
rather intricate task be bad undee- 
taken. and befoee the eventa of the paol 
few days be srould have said it wm in- 
sane. But now be was taking it quits 
casually. 

Presently be aaid: 

"Smitbers.* 
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Smitktn did m( look «wajr froa tk« 
braa tube. 

-Ye*hr 

~Y«u‘rc tbiakutf ao«c about Mim 
D enban tbaa her father.* 

Sattbert did Dot reply iot a Booacat. 
Them be aid: 

-WcUf What if 1 aar 
*1 aa. too.* Mid Toaaiy quietly. 
'Ttc ttrver apoken to ber. and I dare- 
ay abe'a orver rven bead of m. arid 
abe certautly ba ne-ver aeen ae. but — * 
Saitberi with a *aat calasea: 
/^Sbc1l nerer look at ae. Mr. Reamea. 
I kivow it. She alka to ae. an' laufba 
with ae. but abe't rterer aure-*nou(b 
looked at ae. An* abe nrrer wilL But 
I got the right to love her.* 

Toaay Dodded very gravely. 

*Yea. You have. So have I. Ai»d ao. 
when that globe coaca. we both get 
into it with what aras arid aaaunition 
we can pack in. and go where abe ta. to 
help ber. I intet^d to have you work 
the rwitcb and aettd ae off. But you 
can c oa r . too.* 

Saitbcra waa atlent. But be took bia 
eyea froa the diaenaoocope eye-pieec 
and regarded Toaay aoberly. Then 
be nodded and turned back. And it 
wa a coapoct between the two aen 
that they abould aerve Evclya. without 
any rivalry at all 

T ommy went on with bia work 
The eaaential defect in the cata- 
pult Oenhaa had deaigned waa the fact 
that it practically had to be rebuilt 
after each uae. And. aoeeover. the ae- 
tallic aaaoniua waa m fugitive a auh- 
atance that it waa hard to keep. Once 
it had been attained by working, it 
gradually adverted to a gaaeoua atate 
and waa loot. And while be atill tried 
to keep the little catapult in a condi- 
tion foe uae. be waa at no tune aure that 
be could tend a pair of automatica and 
■imniinition through in a atcci bos at 
any nonamt that Denham came cloae 
enough to notice a burning amoke-fuae 
attached. 

But he waa working on another form 
of catapult entirely, now. In thia caae 



be waa uaiaig bo|low naagneta y l a c o d at 
kiMwn angles to each other. And they 
arete so deaigned that cnch one ten d e d 
to adjust its own bollow bore at right 
angles to the preceding saw. and each 
one would take any moving, magnefir 
object and awing it tbrougb four one- 
ccooive right angles into the fifth di- 
menoion. 

He fitted the first aaagnet on twin 
rods of malleable copper, arbich also 
would carry the current which ener- 
gised the cotL He threaded the second 
upon the aaoae twiq auppoeta. When 
t^ current was psia^ through the two 
of them, the magnetic field itself 
twisted the magnets, bendiag the cop- 
per supports and placing the magnets 
in tbeir proper relative pooitiono. A 
third magnet on the same pair of rods, 
and a repetition of the espenment. 
proved the accuracy of the i^a. And 
since this device, like the dimenao 
scope, required only a forty-five degree 
angle to our knows dimenaiooo, in- 
stead of a right angle as the other cata- 
pult did. Tommy waa able to work arttb 
ordinary and durable aaateriala. Hi 
fitted on the last two coite and turned 
on the current foe hia final esperiment. 
And at be watched, the twin throe- 
eightho-inch rods twisted and writhed 
is the gnp of the intangible magnetic 
force. They bent, and quivered, and 
twisted . . . And suddenly there seemed 
to be a ton of inaudible ansp, and one 
of the magnets hurt the eyes that 
looked at it. and only the edge of the 
last of the aeries was visible. 

T ommy drew in his breath sharply. 

"Now we try it." be said tenaely. 
"1 waa trying to work thia aa the mir- 
roes of the dunenaoscope were fitted. 
Let's see." 

He took a long piece of soft-iron srire 
and fed it into Um bollow of the first 
magnet. He saw it came out and bend 
stiffly to enter the bollow of the sec- 
ond. It required force to thrust it 
through. It went still more stiSy into 
the third magnet. It required nearly 
all hia strength to thrust it on. and on. 
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. . . TW cmd of it vaniabod. H« poabcd 
two foot or More of it bryood tb« Uot 
p l ocr wWrr it wm rioibk. It wrat iato 
tbc MOCBct tbot hurt oor't ryc«. After^ 
tboi it coold aot bie arra. 

ToMy'a voi<« waa etraiard. 

~Swiaf tbc diMcaaoocopc. SMitbcta.' 
be ordered. "See if you caa aee tbc 
wire. Tbc ead of it abould be ia tbe 
other world. 

It aerated aa a(c. aa aeon, tbat 
SMitbera aearcbed. Tbea : 

'More it." be aatd. 

Too»y obeyed. 

"It‘a tbcrc." aaid Soaitbera rvcaly. 
"Two or tbree feet of it." 

T ommy drew a deep, awift breath 
of relief. 

"All ri(htr be aaid criaply. 'Now 
we caa fltaf aaytbin( we aecd through 
there, whea our globe arriata. Wr caa 
built up a dump of auppltea. all aeat 
through juac before we altde through 
ia the globe." 

"Yeah." aaid Soiithera. "Uh— Mr. 
Reacara. Tltcrr'a a buach of Ragged 
Men ia aigbt. haultag aoearthiag beary 
behiad throL 1 doa'i know what it'a 
all about." 

Tommy went to tbc braaa rube and 
atared through it. The tree-fera forrat... 
drawing away ia the diataacc. Tbc vaatf 
and ateaaaing moraaa. The glitteriag* 
city, far, far ia the dwtaace. 

And thea a atob of the Ragged MVn. 
hauliag at aome heavy thing. They 
were a toag way* off. Some of them 
came capenag oa ahead, and Tommy 
•wung the duaenaoacopc about to aee 
Denham and Evelya dart for cover and 
vaaiab aaud the trec-fema. Denham 
waa aa ragged m tbe Ragged Men. by 
now, and Evelyn's case was Uttlc 
better. 

Frightened for them Tommy swung 
the iaatruasrnt about again. But they 
had not been area. The leaders who 
ran gleefully oa ahead were owrely in 
baste. And they were followed amrr 
slowly by burly men and lean ones, 
wb^ men and limping men. who 
hauled frantically oa long ropes of 



bide, dragging some heavy thing bo- 
biad them. Tommy saw it only in dio- 
tioctly aa the hlthy, aearly naked 
bodies moved. But it was aa intricate 
device of a golden-colored metal, and 
it rested upon tbc crudest of.poaaiblc 
carts. The wheels were sectioaa of 
tree trunks, pierced for wooden sales. 
'The cart itself waa made of tbc nsoot 
roughly-hewed of timbers. And there 
were 6fty or more of'the Ragged Men 
who dragged it. 

The Boen ia advance now attacked 
the uaderbruah at the edge of the 
forest. They worked with a maniacal 
energy, clearing away the long fern- 
fronds while they capered aad danced 
sad babbled eacttcdly. 

I RRELEVANTLY. Tomoty thought 
of escaped galley slaves. Jiast such 
hard-bitten, vice-ridden asen aa these, 
and hllcd with just such a ^ad. gibber- 
ing hatred of the free men they bad 
escaped from. Certainly these men had 
been erviliaed oocc. _Aa the goldea- 
metal device came nearer, its intricacy 
was the more apparent. No savages 
could utiliie a device like this one. And 
there was a queer deadlinesa in the very 
grace of its outlines. It waa a weapon 
of some sorf. but whose nature Taeomy 
could not even guess. 

And tbea he caught the gleam of 
anetal also ia the fcm-forcst. On the 
ground, la glimpses aad ia fragments 
of glimpses brtwr en tbc swarming 
naked b^cs of the Ragged Men. he 
pieced together » wholly (acredbile im- 
presaioo. There was a roadway skirt- 
ing the edge of tbc forest. It waa aot 
wide: rtot more than fifteen feet at 
moat But it was a solid rood-bed of 
metal I The dull silver-white of alu- 
minum gleamed from the ground. Twg 
or more inches thick aad fifteen feet 
wide, there was a seamless ribbon of 
aluminum that vanished behiad the 
tree-ferns on either aide. / 

The intricate device of golden metal* 
was set up. now. and a shaggy, aavage- 
sccming man mounted beside it grin- 
ning. He manipulated iu levers and 
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wW«la witk aa expert’* aMaruce. Aad 
Teomp aaw repair* apoa it. Crude 
repair*, with crude Baterial*^ bat ex- 
doec. Doac bp tbe Raffed Metv^ 
paat doubt, aad ao dca»oti*hiac aap 
idea that tbep cane of a aaeaf e race. 

~Watcb bere. Snitber*.* aaid Toonp 

CnaoJr- 

H e aat to work upoe tbe Uttie cata- 
pult after Deehan’* deaifn. Hi* 
own b^ •ecmed to work, but tbe otber 
waa uiorc oure. Thi* would be aa aia- 
buab tbe Ragyed Mee were prepartay. 
aad of courae tbey would be prepanay 
it for men of tbe Coidea City. Tbe 
plaae bad aiybted Deabam’* *teel 
I lobe It bad boeered or cr bead, aad 
carried aew* of wbat it bad *cee to tbe 
Coidea City. Aad bere wx* a roadway 
tbat a»Mt bee beea a>adc by the folk 
of tbe .Coidea City at aone tine or aa- 
otber. Ita exiateace explaiaed why 
Deaban renaiaed aearby. He bad beea 
boptay tbat aone eebicle would traeel 
aloay ita leaytb. coetaiaiay cieiliied 
people to wbon be could atynal aad *1- 
tbaMely explaia bi* pliybt. Aad. be- 
lay Boar tbe ateel ylobe. bi* aarratiec 
would have ita proof* at baad. 

Aad aow it wa* clear tbat tbe 
Rayyed Mea expected aooac yrouad- 
vcbiclc. too. Tb^ were prepariay for 
K. They we r e aettiay a apleadid aaa- 
buab. witb a hlybly-trcaoured wcapoa 
they ordiaarily kept biddea. Tbeir 
trianpbant hatred could apply to aotb- 
iay elae tbaa aa expectatioa of iaflict- 
iay iajury oa nen of the Coldea City. 

So Tonny worked awiftly upoa t^ 
catapult. A aew little riay of aartallic 
amnnai un waa ready, aad ao were the 
aecraatry apnay* Tbe Rayyed Mre 
would lay tWir aatbuab Tbe aten of 
the Coldra City eatybt eater it. They 
auybt. Bat tbe aviator who had apotted 
the ylobe would have arm the abredded 
coateat* of tbe apbere about. Hr would 
have kaowa tbe Rayyed Mea had fouad 
h. Aad tbe OMO who c a me ia a yrouad- 
Ttbicle Iron tbe Coidea City abould 
be expectiay |uat aucb aa amhuab aa 
waa betay laid. 



‘There would be a Sybe. aad Toaony. 
aocaebow, bad ao doubt tbat tbe nca of 
tbe Coldra City would wia. Aad wbea 
tbey bad cleared tbe held be wo u ld 
Aiay a aoiokiny aaiaatl* tbrouyb tbe 
catapult. The victor* abould ace it aad 
aboiild cranine it. Aad tbouyb writ- 
iay would aeree little purpooe. tbey 
abould at leaat recoyaix* it aa writtca 
fonawuii ca ti oa ia a laayuaye otber 
tbaa tbeir own. Aad aiatbceiatical dio- 
yraaia would certaialy be lucid, aad 
poof of a civilired maa aeadiay tbe 
oaiaoile. aad pbotoyrapba. ... 

T he catapult waa ready, aad Ton- 
ny prepared bi* nwaaaye-carryiaky 
projectile. He fouad a n a p abota aad 
iaclttded tbcaa. He tore out a photo- 
yrapb of Evelyo aad her father, which 
bad beea franed above a work beach 
ia the laboratory. He Labored, rack- 
lay bia braia for a aoeaaa of coeteey- 
iay the iafomatioa tbat the ylobe wa* 
of aay otber world. . . . Aad auddeaiy 
be h^ aa idea. A cord attached to 
bi* mieaile would lead to aotbiayacoa 
fron either world, yet one cad would 
be ia tbat other world, aad tbe otber 
ead ia tbia. A wire would be better. 
Taya upoa it would cotrrey tbe idea 
of btriay Ueiay* aearby but iaviaable. 
Tbe pbotoyrapb would ideatify Dca- 
ban aad bi* dauybter a* aaeociated 
with tbe pbtnonrnoB aad co n pe t eat 
to explaia k. . . . 

Tonny worked fraattcally to yet 
the tbiay ready. He alaooet prayed tbat 
tbe mea of the Coidea City would be 
victor*, would bad bia little miaoile 
wbea tbe fray wa* over, aad would try 
to coraprebetid it. . . . 

All ^ could do waa try. 

Tbea ScBitber* aaid. fron tbe dinea- 
aoocope: 

"They're all art, Mr. Rraeie*. Vbet- 
trr look." 

Toauay atared tbrouyb tbe eye-piece. 
Straayrly, tbe yoldea wcapoa bad vxa- 
iabed. All areaied to be exactly a* be- 
fore. Tbe clcarcd-away underbroob 
wa* replaced. Notbtay waa ia aay way 
chaayed fron tbe aomal ia tbat apoce' 
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ttejr MQorwirnt cad T 
Rji((«d M«a. H« waa Ijriaf pcoo« upoe 
tW MTtk. H« M« a xd (itbcr t« b««r or 
M« •OMrtbmi; brcMMc k<s lip* okoVcd 
M Spoke to another loriaibir aoan 
bcoadc htoi. and ku raprraoaoa of mal- 
rrtlc nt >07 waa kombfr. 

Totany awun^ tkc tube about. Notk- 
io(. . . . But awddeolf be saw owiftlf- 
Boeing wtakiafa of aualifbt frooi tite 
edfc of the tree-fern fMcat. Sotnetkinf 
was oaotnaf in tkerc. moeinc with 
U(ktataf awiftaeaa aion( the fifteen- 
foot roadway of aoltd alumtnuaa. It 
drew nearer, and aaorc near. . . . 

T he carefully camoufla(ed ambus- 
cade waa fully focuaaed and Tom- 
my was watcbuif tensely when the 
tku)( happened 

He saw glittertnfa through the tree- 
frooda cooae to a omoothly deccllerated 
stop. Tkerc was a pause; and sudden- 
ly the underbrush fell flat. As if a 
Single band had smitten it. it wavered, 
drooped.* and lay prone. The golden 
weapon was eapo^d. wifb its brawny 
and horribly grinning attendant For 
one-baJf a split second Tommy saw the 
wheeled thing in which. half a doren 
men of the Golden City were riding. 
It was graceful and stream-lined and 
glittenng There was a platform on 
which the steel sphere would have been 
mouKted for carrying away. 

But then there waa a sudden intoler- 
light as the men of the Golden 
€ity reached swiftly for* peculiar 
weapons beside them. The light came 
i^om the crudely mounted weapon of 
tM Ragged Men. and it was an unbear- 
able actime glare. For half a second, 
perhaps, it persisted, and died away to 
a red flame which leaped upward and 
was not. 

Then the vehicle from the Golden 
City was a smoking, twisted min. Four 
of the sis men in it were blasted, black- 
ened crisps. Another staggered to bis 
feet, struggled to reach a weapon and 
coold not lift it. and twitched a dagger 
from kia belt and fell forward; and 



Tommy cotdd see that ki 
deliberate. 

The last aaae. alone. 1 
dvcly unharmed by the blast of light. 
He swept a pistol-Uke cootnvaoce into 
sight. It bwe swiftly upon the now 
surging, yelling horde of Ragged Men 
And one — two— three of them se eow d 
to scream convulsively before they 
svere trampled under by the rest. 

But suddenly there were a myriad 
little specks of red all over the body 
of the man at bey. Tkc pistol-like 
thing dropped from kia grasp aa kia 
svbolc hand became encrimsoned. And 
then he was buned beneath the hating, 
^lood-lusung mob of the forest men.' 
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Tommy took hia 
B the dimcnaoocopc 
could not bear to lo^ 



hour later, 
eyes away froi 
eye-piece. He 
any longer. 

~Wby don't they kill him?”* he de- 
manded sickly, filled with a bomblc. a 
asonatrous rage. 'Ok. why. don't they 
kill bimr 

He felt maddeningly impotent. In 
another world entirely, a mob of half' 
naked renegades had made a prisoner. 
Hr was not dead, that solely surviving 
man from the Golden City. He was 
bound, and the Ragged Men guarded 
bun closely, and km guards were div- 
erting theensclves unspeakably by small 
tortures, minor tortures, horribly pain- 
ful but sioe weakening. And they ca- 
pered and bowled with glee when tkc 
bound man writhed. 

The prisoner was a brave man. 
though Helplem as he was. be pres- 
ently flung back his head and set hit 
teeth Sweat stood out in great drop- 
lets upon hit body and upon hit fore- 
head. And be ttilled hit writhingtpnd 
looked at hit esptort srith a grim and 
desperate defiance. 

The guards made gestures which 
were all too clear, all too luridly de- 
scriptive of the manner of death which' 
awaited him. And the "m* of the 
Golden City was ashen and kopclcm 
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attcrly Mid 7 «t 4«A> 

Wwthtr * took Tcmmy'* pUca M tb« 
•TO-pMcc of tk< iaotniBraL Hm ooo- 
triii q«Tcr«d at what h« aaw. TW 
hick fraaa the Col4ca City waa beia< 
phmdcTc^ of courac. Wcapooa froa 
the dead Bca were betaf aqoabhlcd 
VTtr, rrco foofht orcr. Aod the 
Ba«ccd M eo foufht aa madly amoo( 
Hifut leea aa if io combat arith their 
tataniea. The big golden weapon on 
Ha cart waa already being dragged 
away, to ita former hiding place. And 
aomehow. it araa clear that thoae who 
dragged H away capected and de> 
maadrd that the aolitary prtaooer not 
be killed nntil their return. 

It waa that priaooer. in the agony 
whreh waa only the beginmng of hia 
Arath who made Smit^ia’ teeth aet 
dghUy. 

“T DO NT tee the Profeaaor or Miaa 

X Evelyn.* aaid Smithera in a vaat 
cnlmoena. T hope to Gawd they — 
don't aee thin.* 

Tommy awung on hu heel, ataring 
and aahen. 

They were near.* he aaid atridently. 
T aaw them I They aaw what hap- 
pened in the ambiiah I They 11— they'll 
aac that man tortured 1“ 

Smithera' hand cloaed and uncloaed. 

Tdayfae the Profeaoorll have aenac 
cnoogh to uke Miaa Evelyn — uh — 
where ahe— can't hear.* he aaid alowly, 
hia voice leveL T hope ao^* 

Tommy flung oat hia haada deaper- 
ately. 

T want to help that manP he cried 
aavagely. *I want to do aomethingl I 
aaw what they promiaed to do to him. 
I want to— to kill him, even I It would 
be mercy P 

Smithera aaid. with a queer, atilly 
•hock in hia voice: 

*I aee the Profeaaor now. He'a got 
that gun-thing in hia hand. ... Miaa 
Svelyn'a urging him to try to do aome- 
thing. . . . He'a looking at the aky. . . . 
Itll be a long time before it'a dark. . . . 
He'a gone back out of aigbt. . . .* 



Tf we had aome ifynmaitir aaid 
Tommy d ea pe ra tely. *we c oni d take a 
rhaiwr on blowing ouraclven to bita and 
try to fling it through and into the abd- 
dle of thoa e drvila. . . .* 

H e waa pacing np and down the 
labor a tory, harrowed by the fate 
of that gray-faced man who awaited 
death by tortme ; fllled with a wild ter- 
ror that Evelyn and her father would 
try to reacue him and be caught to 
aharc hia fate; racked by hia utter ina- 
potence to do more than watch. ... 
Then Soaithera aaid thickly: 

■Codr 

He stumbled sway from the eye- 
piece. Tommy took hia place, dry- 
throated nrith terror He aaw the 
Ragged Men laughing nproarioualy. 
The bearded man who waa their kader 
waa breaking the arms and kga of the 
pnaoner ao that he would be helpkm 
orhen rckaaed from the stake to which 
be was bound. And if ever human be- 
ings looked like denis out of hell, it 
waa at that moeoent. The method of 
breaking the bones was eacruciating. 
The prisoner screamed. The Ragged 
Men rolled upon the ground in their 
maniacal mirth. 

And then a man dropped, hearing 
convulsively, and then another, and 
still another. . . . 7'he gnm gaunt Sg- 
urc of Denham came out of the tree- 
fern forest, the queer small golden- 
metal trunchion in hia hand A foorth 
man dropped before tbe Ragged Men 
quite rraliied what bad happened. The 
fourth man himself was armed— and a 
flashing slender body came phtaging 
from t^ forest and Evelyn flung her- 
self upon tbe ttill-beaving body and 
plucked away that weapon. 

T ommy groaned, in the laboratory 
in another world. He could not 
took away, and yet it seemed tbst the 
heart would be tom from hia body by 
that sight Because the Ragged Men 
bad turned upon Denham with a con- 
centrated ferocity, somehow knowing 
instantly tkat be waa more nearly akia 
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*• tW mtm W tW Ooid«a City than t* 
tWai. Bat at ai(kt of Eoalyo, bcr far- 
■roti rent by the tborna of tbc forca*. 
bet wbitc body gif winf tbtoogb tbe 
largest tcariL they se em ed to go mad. 
A»d Tommy's eyes, glaring, saw tbc 
look oo Deabam’a face as be realircd 
tbat Keelyn bad oot Bed. but bad'fol* 
losred btm ia bis desperate and wholly 
bopeleoo effoet. 

Tbea tbe ewarouag mass of Ragged 
Mca sarged over tbc two of tbeta. 
Buned tbcm uadcr reaching, hating. 
Inauag beads who fought eeea aasong 
tbemaclecs to be brst to seire tbem 

Then there was oaly madaesa. and 
Denham was bouad bessde tbe man of 
tbe Golden City, and Evelya was tbc 
center of a bgbting group which was 
auddcnly Bung aside by tbe bearded 
gvsat. and tbe encampment of tbc 
Ragged M m was bedlam. Aad soose- 
bow Tommy knew with a terrible clar> 
ity tbat a man of tbe Golden City to 
torture was bliss unimaginable to these 
balf-mad enemies of tbat city. But a 
woman— 

He turned from the instrument, 
tbree-cpiarters out of his bead He lit- 
erally did no5 sec Von Holts gating 
furtisely ia the doorway. His ryes 
were bard and stanng. It seemed tbat 
his brain would burst. 

Tbcn be beard his own voice saying 
with an altogether unbelievable stead- 
iness: 

"Sositbcrsl They've got Evelyn. Get 
tbe oub-macbioe gim~ I 

S MITHERS cried out hoarsely. His 
face was not quite human, for an 
instant. But Tommy was bringing the 
work bench on which be had installed 
bis magnetic catapult, close over by tbe 
dime nsosc ope 

~This cannot work.' he said in the 
same incredible calmnesa 'Not pos- 
sibly. It should not work. It will not 
worb But it has tp work P 

He was clamping tbc catapulr to a 
piece of heavy timber. 

'Pvt tbc gun so it shoots into tbc 
brst magnet,' be said steadily. ‘H'be 



msgoct-windings shoul dn 't stand tbs 
c vr r cB t we've got to ptR Into them. 
They've got to.' 

Smitbers’ bngers were trembling and 
tmsteady. Tonamy helped him. not 
loo kin g through t^ dime n sos c ope at 
slL 

"Start tbc dynamo.' be said evenly— 
and marveled foolishly It tbe voice tbat 
did not seem to bqloeg to him at all. 
talking so steadily and so quietly. 
'Give me all tbc juice you've got. Well 
cut out this rbeoMt.' 

He was tightening a vise which 
wjtjild hold the deadly bttle w ea pon in 
place while Southers got the erod e oti 
engine going and sccellcratcd it reeb- 
lessly to Its highest speed. Tomssy 
Bung tbe svntcb. Rubber insolation 
steamed and stank. He pulled tbe trig- 
ger of tbe little gun for a single shoe 
Tbc bullet Bew into tbc brst hollow 
magnot. just as be bad beforehand 
thrust an iron wire. It vaniabed. Tbc 
aeries of magnets seemed unharmed. 

W ITH a peculiar, dreamlike 
stcadineaa. Tommy pot bia band 
where an undcBccted bullet would go 
through it. He preaaed tbe trigger 
a^in. He felt a tiny beeeae upon bis 
band But tbc bullet bad been unable 
to elude tbc compound-wotmd magnets, 
each of which now bad qoitc four times 
tbc designed voltage impressed upon 
Its cotls. 

Tooamy Bung off tbe switch. 

~Work tbc gun.' be ordered harshly. 
'When I say brc. *csd • borst of shots 
through it. Keep tbc switch off except 
when you're actually bring, so— God 
willing — tbe cotls don't bom oot. 
FireP 

He was gating throogb tbc dimenso- 
scope. Evelyn wss struggling help- 
lessly while two Ragged Men held bcr 
arms, grinning as only devils cooVi 
have grinned, and others squabbled and 
watched with a fascinat^ attention 
some cryptic process which could only 
be the drswing'of lota. .* . . • 

Toenmy saw. and paid no attention. 
Tbc ma ch i ne -gun beside him raapi ij 
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— i)i<f ty. -He MW a trc«-(cra frood 
ahadder. He aaw a fapta^. irrcfular 
kale wkerc a frcab frood was nacarl- 
iaf. Tocony pot out his hand to the 

(tM. 

'Let ate more it. beach ^ad alL** he 
aa>d steadily. 'Now try it afaia. Jaat 
a burat.- 

A CAIN the fua rasped. Aad the 
earth was kicked up suddealy 
trhere the buUeta struck ia that other 
world. The little steel-jacketed laia- 
ailes were defected by the terrihly 
oeerstraiaed mtfattt of the caupolt. 
but their eaerfy was aot destroyed It 
was laercly altered ia directioo. Fired 
withia the lahorstory upoo our owa 
aad aorBsl world, the bullets rame out 
into the world of tree-feras aad noa- 
strous thia^ tame oqt. as it 

happeacd. sidewise instead of poiat 
hrst, which was due to sotae queer ef- 
fect of diawasioa chaafc upoa an ob- 
ject iBotriaf at hi(h velocity. Because 
of that, they ricocheted much more 
readily, aad where they struck they, 
made a much more ghastly wouad. But 
the &rst two bursts caused ao effect at 
alL They srere aot evea noticed by the 
Sagged Mea. The aoise of the little 
gua was thuaderous aad saarling ia 
the laboratory, but in the world of the 
fifth diaiensioa there was no souad at 
alL 

'Like this.' said Tommy steadily. 
"Just like this. . . . Now fireP 

He had tilted the muxrle upward. 
Aad then with a horrible grim iatea- 
aity be tasvrrsed the gun as it roared. 

And it was butchery. Three Ragged 
Mea were cat literally to btts before 
the storm of bullets began to do real 
daaiage. Tbc Isquabbliag group, cast- 
ing lots for Evelyn, had a swathe of 
dead men ia its midst before snarls be- 
gua'hsd been completed. 

"Again." said Totamy coldly. "Again. 
Smithers. again P 

A nd acaia the little gua roared. 

The burly bearded man clutched 
at hts throat — and it was a gory horror. 



Ui 



A Thing begaa to rwa iaaawely. It did 
aot evea look htaaaa aay laager. It 
stumbled over the leader of the Ragged 
Men aad died as he had done. The bol- 



leta came tambliag over themselvea er- 
ratically. They sw o oped aad car ved 
aad dispersed themselves craaily. Spia- 
aiag as they were, at right aagica to 
their line of flight, their trajectories 
were lacalculahle and their impacts 
were grisly. 

The little gun fired ten several 
bursts, aimed ia a desperate cold- 
bloodedness. before the smell of burnt 



rubber became suddenly overpowering 
aad the rasping souad of an electric 
arc broke through the rumbliag of the 
crude-oil engine ia the back. 

Smithers sobbed. 

'Burnt outP - — 

But Tommy waved his hand. 

~I think." ' be said savagely, "that 
maybe a doren of them got away. Ev- 
elyn's staggering toward her father. 
S^*!! turn him loose. That prioooer'a 
dead, though. Didn't mean to shoot 
him. but those bullets flew teild." 



He gave Smithers the eye-piece. 
Ssreat was rolling down his forehead 
ia great drops. His hands were trem- 
bling uacoatrollably. 

He paced shakenly up aad down the 
laboratory, trying to shut out of hia 
own sight the things be had seen when 
the bullets of his own ainuag literally 
splashed iato the living flesh of men. 
He had seen Ragged Men dise m bow- 
el^ by those spinning, kaifclike pro- 
jmtilen He had turned a part of the 
hud world of that other dimeaaioa iato 
shambles, aad he did not regret it be- 
cause be had Mved Evelyn, but he 
wanted to shut out the horror of aee^g 
what be had done. 

'But now." be uid uacertaialy to 
himself, 'they're no better off. eacept 
they've got weapons. ... If that man 
from the Golden City hadn't been 
killed. . . ." 



H e was looking st the magnetic 
catapult, burned out aad useless. 
His eyes swung suddealy to the other 
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•M. Jm* • link wbilc ubm kc had 
Md« r«*d7 a Btaailc to be tbrowa 
thro«(h iate the other world that. 
It c—tiincd anapahota. and diacrama. 
awd it waa aa anempt to fotnmuni cate 
with the owa of the Cotdea City with- 
OM aay kaewledfe of their laacua|;c. 

“But — I caa coaoBwnicate with Dea- 
hMlP 

He be(aa to write fereriahly. If he 
had looked out of the laboratory win- 
dow. he would have aeea Voa Holtz 
ru a ai m like a deer, wavtaf hia anas 
jerkily, and — when out of earabot of 
the laboratory— shoutMf loudly. And 
Voa Holtz waa carrying a Moall black 
boa which Totnary arould have identi- 
fied laatantly aa a aMttoa pteture caa>- 
era. built for amateurs but capable of 
takinf pictures indoors aad with a sur- 
pnaiafly saiall amount of lifht. And 
if Tomasy bad listcaed. be nufht poo- 
stbly have heard the becmnincs of 
those shoutm(s to men hidden in a 
patch of woodland about a quarter of a 
aatle aaray. The men. of course, were 
Jacaro's. waiting until either Von 
Holtz had'secured the iaformatisn that 
was wanted, or until an assault in force 
upon, the laboratory would net them a 
catapult ready for use — to be examined, 
photographed, and duplicated at lei- 
sure. 

But Teenmy neither looked nor lis- 
tened. He wrote feverishly, saying to 
Snuthers at tbe dimenaoscope: 

"Denhaoi’II be looking around to sec 
what killed those men. When he does, 
we want to be ready to shoot a smoke- 
bomb through to him. with a message 
attached* 

Smitbers made a gesture of no espe- 
cial meaning save 'that he bad beard 
And Tommy went on writing swiftly, 
saying who he was and what be bad 
done, and that another globe was being 
built so that be and Smitbers could 
come with supplies and arms to 
help . . . 

*He's lookin' around now. Mr. 
Reames." said Smitbe^ quietly. "He's 
picked op a ricocheted bullet an' is 
staring at it." 



T he crodc-oil engine waa running 
at a thunderous rate. Tommy fas- 
tened hia note in tbe little missile be 
had made ready. He placed it u n d er • 
tbe solenoid of tbe catapult after Den- 
ham's design, with the springs and 
rings of metallic ammonium. He 
turned to Smitbers. 

"Ill watch for him.** said Toeamy un- 
steadily. *You know, watch for tbe 
right moment to fling it through. Slow 
up the generator a little. Itll rack it- 
self to pieces." 

He put bis eye to the eye-piece. He 
winced as be saw again orfaat tbe bul- 
lets of bis aiming had done. But be 
saw Denham almost at once. And Den- 
ham was scratched and bruised and 
looked very far indeed from the ideal 
of a profesaor of theoretic pfaysica. 
with hardly more than a few a^c^ of 
pkthmg left upon him. and a ten-day's 
beard upon hit face. He limped aa be 
walked. But be bad stopp^ in the 
task of gathering op weapona to show 
Evelyn eacitedly what it waa that he 
had found. A spent and battered bul- 
let. but undubitably a bullet from the 
world of his own ken. He began to 
stare about him. hopeful yet incred- 
uloua. 

Toenmy took bis eye from the dimets- 
soscopc just long enough to light the 
fuse of tbe smokc-boenb. 

“Here it goes. Smitbers I" 

He flung the twitch. The missile 
with its thickly smoking fuse leaped 
upward aa the concentric rings flick- 
ered and whirled bewilderingly. The 
misaile hurt the eyes that watched it. 
It vanished. The solenoid dropped to • 
the floor from the broken small contri- 
vance. 

Then Tommy's heart stood still as 
be gazed through tbe. eye-piece again. 
He could sec nothing but an opaque 
milktness. But it drifted away, and be 
rcalircd that it waa smoke. More. Den- 
ham was staring at it. More yet. he 
was moving cautiously towards • its 
source, one of tbe strange golden * 
weapons held ready. ... 

Denham was investigating. 
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T HK gcn«tuor at tkc back of dw 
laboratory alowcd down. Soiitbeta 
waa obcytaf ordcrt. Toramy buag 
d oor by the triaioo instruatent. hia 
haada aaoviag vaguely a»d belpleaaly, 
aa oae mabea geaturea without volition 
when aaaioua for aonaeorte clae to do* 
plicate the foovoncati * for which he 
aeta the example. 

He MW Denham, very near, itiapect- 
iag the amoking thing on the ground 
auaprcioualy. The maoke-fuae ceaaed 
to bum. Denham atared. After an 
age-long delay, be picked up the mta- 
aile TomoBy had prepared. And Tommy 
aaw that there waa a cord attached to 
it. He had fastened that cord when 
plaanihg to try to communicate with 
the oaen of the Golden City, when he 
had expected them to be victorioux 
But be aaw Denham'a face light up 
with padietic hope. He called to Ev- 
elyn. jHt hobbled excitedly to her, 
habb^g. . . . 

Tammy watched, and bia heart 
pounded auddenly aa Evelyn turned 
and aaoiled in the direction in which 
ahe knew the dimenaoacope muat be. 
A huge butterdy, ita winga a full yard 
acroaa. fiuttered past her bead. Den- 
ham calked excitedly to her. A clumsy 
batlike thing swooped by overhead. Its 
ahadow blanketed her face for an in- 
atioi- A running animal, small and 
long, ran swiftly in full view from one 
aide of the dimenaoscope’a 6eld of 
vision to the other. Then a snake, cu- 
riously homed, went writhing past. . . . 

Denham talked excitedly. He turned 
and made gestures as of writing, to- 
ward the spot where he had picked up 
Tommy's mesMge. He began to search 
for a charred stick where the Ragged 
Men had built a &re some days now 
past. A Seeing furry thing aped across 
his feet, rtinning. . . . 

D enham looked up. And Evelyn 
was staring now. She was star- 
ing in the direction of the Golden City. 
And now what was almost a wave of 
animalx all wild and all fleeing, swept 
across the field of vision of the dimen- 



aoscopc. There were gaaelles. it seemed 
— slender-limbed. graceful animalx at 
any rate — and there were tiny hoofed 
things which asight have been echippi. 
and then a monatrous armadillo 
clanked and rattled past. ... 

Tommy swung t^ dimenaoacope. 
He gasp^ All the animal world was 
in flight. The insects had taken to 
wing. Flying creatures were soaring 
upward and streaking through the 
clear blue sky. and all in the one direc- 
tion. And then out of the morass came 
mofsstrous shapes; misshapen, unbe- 
lievable reptiliu shapes, which fled 
bellowing thunderously foe the tree- 
fern forest. They were gigantic, those 
things from the morasx They were 
hideoux They were things out' of 
nightmarex made into flabby flesh. 
There were lizards and what might 
have been gigantic frogx Mve tlut 
frogs possess no tailx And there were 
long artd snaky necks terminating in 
infinitesimal beadx and vast palpitat- 
ing bodies following those impossible 
small brain- c as ei . and long tapering 
tails that thrashed aoightily as the 
ghastly things fled bellowing. ... 

And the cause of the mad panic waa 
a slowly moving white curtain of mist, 
It waa flowing over the marsh, moving 
with apparent deliberation, but. as 
Toenmy mw, actually very swiftly. It 
shimmered and quivered and moved on- 
ward steadily. Its upper surface 
gleamed with elusive prismatic colorx 
It had blotted out the horizon and the 
Golden City, and it came onward. . .' . 

D enham made frantic, despairing 
gestures toward the duzsenoo- 
scope. The thing was coming toodast. 
1'here was no time to write. Denham 
held high the cord that trailed from the 
message-bearing missile. He gesticu- 
lated frantically, and raced to the 
gutted steel glo^ and heaved mightily 
upon it and swung it about so that 
Tommy mw a great steel ring set in its 
side, which had been bidden beforx He 
made more gesturex urgently, and mo- 
tioned Evelyn inside. 
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Toany (truck at hia fortbcud. 

'It's potaoa caa,” he Buttered. *Tta- 
▼ettf e foe the wnohed-up vehicle. . . . 
They kaew it by an autoenatic radio 
aicnal. maybe. Thia ia their way of 
wiping out the Racked Men. . . . Poi> 
eon (aa. . . . It'll kill Denham and Ev- 
elyn. ... He wanta me to do aome- 
thinj ..." 

He drew back, atarinf. (training 
every nerve to think. . . . And aoene- 
how hia eyea were drawn to the back 
of the Laboratory and be aaw Smitbera 
teeterinf on hia feet, with hia handa 
clasped queerly to hia body, and a 
atrange man atandinf in the d^r of the 
laboratory with an autoenatic piatol in 
hik hand. The autoenatic had a ailcttcer 
on it. and ita clicking had been 
drowned out. anyhow, by the roarinf 
of the crude-oil engine. 

^The man was small and dark and 
natty. His lipa were drawn back in a 
peculiar mirthleaa {rin as Smitbera 
teetered stupidly back and forth and 
then fell. . . . 

The eaploaion of Toenmya own re- 
volver astounded him as much as it did 
Jacaro'a {tinman. He did not ever re- 
member drawing it or aiminf. The 
natty little {unman was blotted out by 
a spoutin{ mass of whitk smoke — and 
suddenly Totnmy knew what it was 
that Denham wanted him to do. 

T here was rope in a loose and un- 
tidy coil beneath a 'work bench. 
Toenpy spran{ to it in a queer, ni{bt- 
mariM activity. He knew what was 
happenin{. of course. Voo Holts had 
seen the ma{netic caupult at work. 
That couldn’t be destroyed or its work- 
in{s hidden like the rin{ catapult of 
Denham’s desi{n. He' d {one out to 
call in Jscaro’s men. And they’d shot 
down Slithers as a told-blooded pre- 
limiadry to the^aosure of the instru- 
ment Jacaro wanted. 

It was necesaary^o defend the Labor- 
atory. But Toenmy could not spare the 
time. ’That white mist was movin{ 
upon Evelyn and her father, in that 
other worl^ It was death, as the ter- 



ror of the svtld thin{s demonstrated. 
They had to be helped. . . . 

He knotted the rope to the end of the 
cord that vanished curiously aome- 
wbere amon{.the useless mass of rin{s. 
He tu{{ed at the cord and it was 
tuf{ed in return. Denham, in another 
storld. had felt bis si{nal and bad re- 
plied to it. . . . 

A srindow smashed suddenly and a 
bullet missed Toenmy’a neck by inches. 
He fired at that wiisdow, and absorbed- 
ly {uided the knot of the hope past its 
vaitishin{ point. The knot ceased to 
eaist and the rope crept onward — and 
suddenly moved more and more swift- 
ly to a place where abruptly it was not. 
For the len{tb of half an inch, the rope 
hurt the eyes that looked at ic Beyond 
that it was not possible to see it at alL 

Toenmy leaped up. He plun{ed ahead 
of two'ihparste spurts of shots from 
two separate windows. The shots 
pierced the place where be bad been. 
He was racin{ for the crude-oil en{ine. 
'There was a chain around upon a drum, 
there, and a clutch attached the drum 
to the en{ine. 

He stopped and seized the repeatin{ 
abot{un Smithers bad brou{ht as his 
own areapon a{sinst Jacaro’a {an{stcrs. 
He sent four loads of buckshot at the 
windows of the Laboratory. A man 
yelled. 

And Tommy had dropped the {un to 
knot the rope to the chain, desperately, 
fiercely, in a terrible haste. 

T he chain bc{an to pay out to that 
peculiar vanishin{ point which 
arms here an entry-way to another world 
— perhaps another universe. ' 

A bullet nicked his riUs. He picked 
up the {un and fired it nearly at ran- 
dom. He saw Smithers movin{ feebly, 
and Toenmy had a vast compassion for 
Smithers. but— He shuddered sudden- 
ly. Somctbin{ had struck him a heavy '' 
blow in^the shoulder. And somethin( 
else battered at his lc{. 'There was no 
sound that could be beard abovd tlte 
thunder of the crude-oil motor, but 
Toenmy was queerly aware of buzzin{ 
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thing* 6fing nbowt him. tad of >o n» - 
thing very warm flowing down hi* bodf 
and down hi* kg. And be felt eery 
diaey and weak and cBtrcmeljr tire^ 
. . . He could not ace clcarljr. either. 

But be bad to wait until Denham bad 
the chain faat to the globe. That wa* 
the wajr be bad intended to cotnc back, 
of courac. The ring waa in the globe, 
and thi* chain waa in the Laboratory to 
haul the globe back from wbcreecr It 
bad been aent. Aivd Von Holti bad dia- 
cotinected it before aending away the 
globe with Denham in it. If the chain 
remained unbroken, of courac it could 
be hauled in. a* it would turn all necea- 
aary angle* and force the globe to fol* 
low tboac angle*. whateTcr they might 
be. . . . 

Toenmy waa on hi* band* and knee*, 
and men were aaying aaragcly: 

**Wbyc'a that thing, bey? Where’* 
th' thing Jacaro want*?’* 

He wanted to tell them that they 
abould aay if the chain bad atopped 
moemg to a place where it ccaacd to 
eaiat. *o that be could throw a clutch 
and being Denham and hi* daughter 
back from the place where Von Holta 
bad marooned them when be wanted to 
•teal Denham'* *ccrct. Totnmy wanted 
to caplain that. But the floor otruck: 
him in tbi face, and aotnething *aid to 
him: 

“Tbey'ee *bot you." 

B ut it did not *ecm to matter. 

aomebow. and be lay very atiil 
until,hc felt himaelf atrangling. and be 
wa* breathing in atrong ammonia which 
made hi* eye* *mart and hi* tired lung* 
ga*p. 

Then be *aw flame*, and heard a nao- 
tor car roaring away from cloae by the 
laboratory. 

'n’bey'vr atokn the caupult and act 
Arc to the place." be remembered dia- 
lily, "and now they’re akipping 
out. . . ." 

Even that did not aeem to matter. 
But then he heard the chain clank, neat 
to him on the Boor. The white miatl 
Denham and Evelyn waiting for the 



white mi«t to reach them, and Denham 
jerking dc*pcratcly -on the chain to 
aiEnai that Iw waa ready. • • • , 

The flame* bad rcleaacd a mmon ia 
from the metal Von Holta bad made. 
That had rouaed Tommy. But it did 
not give him •trengtb It i* impomibk 
to aay where Tommy’* atrength came 
from, tvbcn aomebow be crawled to the 
clutch lever, with the engine roaring 
•tcadily above him. and got one band 
on tbc lever, and edged himaelf up. and 
up. and up. until he could rwing hi* 
w^le weight on that lever. 'That in- 
stant of dangling hurt eacruclatingly, 
too. and Tommy saw only that t^ 
drum began to revolve ewiftly. winding 
the chain upon it. before hi* grip gave 
way. 

And the chain came winding in and 
in from nowhere, and the tall labora- 
toryfilkd more and more thickly with 
•moke, and lurid flame* appeared *omr- 
where, and a ruahing *ound began to 
be audible a* the 6re roared upward 
to tbc inflammable roof, and the engine 
ran thunderoualy. , . . 

T hen. *uddenly. there waa a ahape 
in tbc middk of tbc laboratory 
Boor. A huge globular ahape which it 
hurt the eye* to look upon. It became 
viaible out of nowhere a* if evoked by 
magic amid the flan»e* of helL But it 
came, and waa aolid and *ub«tantial. 
and it alid along the Boor upon amall 
wheel* until it wound 'up with a craah 
againat the winding drum, and the 
chain ahrieked a* it tightened unbear- 
ably — and tbc engine choked and died. 

Then a door opened in the monstrou* 
globe. Two flgure* leaped out. aghaat. 
Two ragged, tattered, atrangcly-armed 
6gure*. who cried out to each other and 
started for the door. But the gill 
stumbled over Tommy and called, 
choking, to her father. Groping to- 
ward her. be found Smitber*. And 
then Tommy amikd drowsily to him- 
self a* *oft arm* tugged bravely at him. 
and a slender, glorious figure ttaggered 
with him to fresh air. 

"It’s Von Holu." snapped Denham, 
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amd co« 4 ;Wd •• k« foagkt U* way to 
iW op<«. *TU bloat kiai to ball with 
tbcoc tklnft wt broo(bt bock. . . “ 

T hat w»a Uw laat thinf Totamy 
knew uatil b« woke up ia bed witb 
a feeliaf of oiaay bandtfea and an io»- 
prcaaion that kia luafa bun. 

Denbaia aeemed to baee beard hini 
BOTC. He looked in the door. 

~Hallo. Reamea. *You*re all right 
now.“ 

TooMity regarded him curioualy until 
be rcaliied. Deahaat waa ahared artd 
fully clothed, lltat was tbe atraage- 
oeaa about him. Tommy bad been 
watching him foe many days as bis 
clothing swiftly deteriorated aitd bis 
beard grew. \ 

*^ou are. too. 1 sec." be said weakly. 
‘Toa damned glad.* Then he felt 
fooliW and querulous, and as if be 
ahould'make some apology, aitd instead 
said. **But 6tc dimensions does seem 
extreme. Three is enough foe ordinary 
use. and four is luxurious. Five seems 
to be going a bit too far.* 

Denham blinked, and then grinned 
suddenly. Toeamy had admired tbe 
man who could face so extraordinary a 
situation with such dogged courage, 
and now be found, suddenly, that be 
liked Denham. 

*Not too far,* said Denham grimly. 
"LookP He held up one of tbe weapons 
Tommy had seen in that other world, 
one of tbe golden-colored trunebions 
"I brought this back. Tbe same metal 
they built that wagon of theirs with. 
All their weapons. Most of their tools 
— as I know. It’s gold, man I They 
use gold in that world as we use steel 
here. That's why Jacaro was ready to 
kill to get the secret of getting there. 
Von Holts enlisted him* 

*llow did you know — * began Tom- 
my weakly. 

'Smitherv* said _ Denham ~Wc 
dragged both of you out before the lab 
went, up in smoke. He’s going to be 
all right, loo. Evelyn’s nursing both 



•f you. She wants to talk to you. but 
I want to say this hrsKVYou ^d a 
damned 6ne thing. Reanseal The only 
■lan who could have saved us. and you 
just about killed yourself doing it. 
Smithers saw you swing that dutch 
lever urith three bullets in your body. 
And you’re a scientist, too. You’rs 
my partner. Reames. in what we do ia 
tbe fifth dimcnsioii.* 

T ommy blinked. -But five dimen- 
sions does seem extreme. . . .* 
*We are the InteNimensional Trad- 
ing Company,* said Denham smiling. 
~SomAiow. I think we’ll find something 
in this world we can trade for the gold 
in that. And we’ve got to get there. 
Reames. because Jacaro orill surely try 
to make use of that catapult principle 
you worked out He'll raise the devil; 
and I think tbe people of that Golden 
City would be worth knowing. No. 
we're partners. Sooner or later, youll 
know how I feel about what you've 
done. I'm going to bring Evelyn in 
here now.* 

He vanisbed. An instant later Tom- 
my beard a voice — a girfs voice. His 
heart began to pound. ' Denham came 
back into the room and with him was 
Evelyn. She smiled warmly upon Toos- 
my. though as his eyes fell blankly 
upon the smart sport cloches she was 
again wearing, she flushed.'- — ' 

~My daughter Evelyn.* said Den- 
ham "She wants to thank you.* 

And Tommy felt a warm soft hand 
pressing his. and he looked deep into 
the eyes of tbe girl be had never before 
spoken to. but for whom he bad risked 
his life, and whom be knew he would 
love forever. Thttt were a thousand 
things crowding to his lips lor utter- 
ance. He had watched Evelyn, and he 
loved her — 

~ll-bow do you do?* said Tommy, 
lamely, "rm — awfully glad to meet 
you." 

But before he was well be learned 4o 
talk more sensibly. • 
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The Pi rate Planet 

rA*T THUX or A rOUK-TAKT NOVU. 

By Charles W. Difhtr 



WHAT HAS GONE BEFORE 

r 

T he attAck cocon without wartiinf ; 

its rcaaoa it oaknown. But Vcaua 
ia approachinf the canh. and Saahea 
frao) the planet 
are (ollowH bp 
terrific eaploaiona 
that wreak havoc 
throughout the 



world. Lieutervant McGuire and Cap- 
tain Blake of the U. & Army Air Ser- 
vice »ec a great chip Bj ia from apace. 
Blake attacka it with the 91at Squadron 
in aupport. and Blake alone aurvivea. 

McGuire and Pro- 
feaaor Sykem. an 
aatroBomer of 
Mount Lawaon. 
are capturedL 
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Tk* bo»b«r4fnt cr— «i m Veoua 
p*M«« M. «ad the p*«f U of EortJi oink 
iato kofclcM dc*po<»dracjr. Lew thoa 
a year aad a kail and tk« pUact will 
ratani. and tkco — tb« end I The anna- 
Bwat of Earth is futile a(aioat an en> 
ctax who baa conquered space. Blake 
hopes •that science aw^ht proride a 
aaeans; mi|bt show our 6(bters how to 
go out into space and throttle the 
attack at its source.' But the KSJie is 
Masted, until a radio froca<McCuirc 
aupplies a lead. 

McGuire is on Venus. He and Sykes 
land on that distant planet, captires of 
a barbarous people. They arc taken 
before Torg. the enperor, and his coun* 
'Cil. and they learn that these red. man- 
shaped^ beasts intend to conquer the 
earth. 1 Spawning in milliona. they arc 
crowded, and Earth is to be their col- 
ony. 

Imprisoned on a distant island, the 
two captires arc drugged and hypoo- 
tired before a machine which throws 
their thoughts upon a screen. Inrolun- 
Ury traitors, they disclose the secrets 
of Earth and its helplessness; thetr^t- 
tempt to escape arid end their lircs 
rather than be forced to funher be- 
trayal of their own people. 

HeCuire 6nds a radio station and 
sends a message back to Earth. He 
implores Blake to Snd a man named 
Winslow, for Winslow has inrented a 
space ship and claims to hare reached 
the moon. 

No time for further sending — Mc- 
Guire does not cren know if hiS mes- 
sage has been rcccired — but they reach 
the ocean where death offers them re- 
lease. A force of their captors attack- 
ing on land, they throw themselves 
from a cliff, then swim out to drown 
beyond reach in the ocean. An enemy 
ship sweeps above them; its gas cloud 
threatens not the death they desire but 
unconsciousness and capture. “God 
help us.** says Sykes; ~we can't even 
dieP 

They sink, only to be buoyed up by a 
huge metal shape. A jnetal proyector 
raises from the ocean, bears upon the 



enemy ship and sends it, a maos of 
flame and molten metsl. into tha sen. 
And friendly voices arc in McGuire's 
cars m careful hands lift the twn men 
and carry them within the craft that 
has mved them. 

CHAPTER XIII 

L ieutenant mcguire had 

tried to die. He and Professor 
Sykes had welcomed death with 
opm arms, and death had been 
thwurted by their enemies who wanted 
them alive-^anted to draw their 
krvowledge from them as a vampire bat 
might seek to feast. And. when even 
death was denied them, help had come. 

The enemy ship had gone crashing 
to destrucfion where its melting metal 
made hissing clouds of steam as it bur- 
ied itself in the ocean. And this craft 
that had saved them — Lieutenant Mc- 
Guire had never been on a submarine, 
but be knew it could be only that that 
held him now and carried him some- 
where at tremendous speed. 

This was miracle enough I But to 
sec. with eyes which could not be de- 
ceiving him. a vision of men. human, 
white of face me n like himself— bend- 
ing and working over Sykes' uncon- 
scious body — that could not be immedi- 
ately grasped. 

Their faces, unlike the blcachcd- 
blood horrors be had seen, were aglow 
with the flush of health. They were 
talL slenderly built, graceful in their 
quick motions as they worked to revive 
the uiKonscious man. One stopped, as 
be passed, to lay a cool hand on Mc- 
Guire's forehead, and the eyes that 
looked down teemed filled with the 
blessed quality of kindness. 

They were human — his own kind I — 
and McGuire was unable to take in at 
first the full wonder of it. 

Did the tall map speak I His lips 
did not move, yet McGuire beard the 
words as in some inner ear. 

“We were awaiting you. friend M^k 
Guire.“ The voice was musical, thnfl- 
ing. and yet the listening could 
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MM k«v« mm o ta tbM b« bc«rd a vole* at 
alL It waa aa if a tl>ou(lit were placed 
tritiua kia mind by Iba mm bcatdir him. 

ocM who pauaed burried oa 
to aid tb« otbera, and McGuire let bia 
face waader. 

T he poetbole beaide him abowed 
dimly a pale ficen lifht: they were 
aubmerfcd. and the biaaing ruab ol 
arater told bim that they were travel* 
ling laat. There waa a dooe in the 
farther wall; beyond waa « room of 
gleapiing lighta that reflected from 
myriada of abining levera aiad diala. A 
control room. A flgure moved aa Mc- 
Guire watched, to preaa on a lever 
where a red light wm ateadily increaa* 
ing in beightiMaa. He conaaltH atrange 
inatrumenta btfott him. touched a 
aaetal buttoh here and there, then' 
opened a twitch, and the rippling hiaa 
of watera outaide their craft aoftened 
to a gentler note. 

The tall one waa beaide him again. 
'Your friend will live." he told him 
in that wMdlem tongue. ~and we are 
alinoot arrived. 7'he inviaible anna of 
our anchorage have ua now and will 
draw ua aafely to reat.'* 

The kindly tone Mas muaic in Me- 
Guirc'a ears, and he smiled in reply. 
‘FriendaP he thought. 'We are among 
frienda." 

"You are moat welcome.'* the other 
aaaured him. 'and. yes. you are truly 
among frienda' But the lieutenant 
glanced upward in wonder, for he knew 
that he h^ uttered no spoken word. 

Their ship turtMd and changed its 
course betMath them, then came Anally 
to rest with a alight rocking motion as 
if ebahioned on powerful springs 
Sykes was being assisted to hit feet at 
t^ tall man reached for McGuire's 
hand and helped him to rise. 

The two men of Earth stood for a 
long aainute while they stared unbeliev- 
ingly into each oth^'s eyea Their 
wonder and amarement found tM words 
for eapression Jut nwat have been ap- 
parent to the OTM beside them. 

**You trill understand.** be told them 



**I>o nM 9ueotion this reality even to 
youraelvea You are safe I . . . C orn s * 
And he led the way through aa opsu- 
ing doorway to a wet deck outaide. 
Beyond this was a wharf of carved 
atone, and the men followed where 
steps were inset to allow them to 
ascend. 

Again McGuire could nM ko^ if he 
heard a tumult of sound or sensed it in 
some deeper way. The air about them 
was aglow with soft light, and it cehoed 
in tfis ears with music unmistakably 
real — beautiful music I— eshilarating I 
But the cUmoo of welcoming voices, 
like the wMds from their tall com- 
panion. came soundlessly to bim 

T here were people, throngs of 
them waiting. Tall like the Mhers. 
garbed, like those horrible beings of a 
past that seemed dutant and remMe. in 
loose garments of radiant colors. And 
everywhere were welcoming smiles and 
warm and friendly glances. 

MlGuire let his dared eyes roam 
around to And the sculptured walla of 
a huge room like a tretneiadous cave. 
The soft glow of light was everywhere, 
and it brought out the beauty of Bow- 
ing lines and delicate colors in statuary 
and bas-relief that adorned the walla 
Behind him the water made a dark 
pool, and from it projected the upper 
works of their strange craft. 

Hia eyes were hungry foe these imw 
sights, but he turiMd with Sykes to 
follow tlMir guide through the colorful 
crowd that parted to let them through. 
They passed under a carved archway 
and found tbemaelves in another and 
greater room 

But waa it a room? McGuire mar- 
veled at its tremendous sire. His eyes 
took in the sm ooth green of a grassy 
lawn.^tbe flowers and plants, and then 
they followed where the hand of Sykes 
was pointing. The astrooocner gripped 
Mc^ire's arm in a numbing clutch; 
bis other hand was raised above. 

The sura.' he said. "TTie clouds are 
gocM; it is night P 

And where be pointed was a vault of 
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Macii rtiytt. D««f of Um x«o o«d 
blc»4«4 witk it, aad tu ia its dsptks 
w«f« tW old fssBtlUr stsr-fToups of tW 
skies. ~Ahr tW scientist brestked. 
~tke bcsutiful. friendl/ stortP 
Their guide wsited; then, *X«ar,~ 
he urged gentljr, snd led them towsrd s 
Lake whose uitruBcd gUssy surfsce 
mirrored the stars shore. Ekside it a 
man was waiting to receive them. 

McGuire had to force his eyes away 
from the unreal heauty of opal walls 
like the fairy structures they had seen. 
There was color everywhere that Mend- 
ed and fused to make glorious harmony 
that was pure joy tb the eyes. 

T he man who waited was young. 

He stood erect, his face like that of 
a Grecian statue, and his robe was bias- 
ing ^ith the flash of >ewcU. Beside 
him was a girl, tall and slender, and 
sweetly serious of face. Lake the man, 
her garments were lovely with jeweled 
iridescence, and now McGuire saw that 
the throng within the vast space was 
si mil a r ly apparelled. 

The tall man raised his band. 
'Welcome P be said, and McGuire 
realiied srith a start that the words 
were spoken aloud. “You are most wel- 
come. my friends, among the people of 
that world you call Venus.* 

Professor Sykes was still weak from 
his ordeal; he wavered perceptiMy 
where he stood, and the man Mfore 
them them turned to give an order. 
■ There were chairs that came like 
magic; bright robes covered them; and 
the men were seated while the man and 
girl also took seats beside them as 
those who prepare for an intimatr talk 
with frirnds. 

Lirutrnant McGuire found bis voice 
at last ~Wbo are youP he asked in 
wondering toties. "What does it mean? 
We were lost — and you saved us. But 
you — you are not like the others.'* And 
be repeated. “What does it meanP 
“No.** said the other with a slight 
^rnile. truly are not like those 

others They are not men such as you 
and I. They arc something less than 



htmsan t aaimalo— vermin I — from whom 
Cod. In His wisdom, has seen it to 
svithhold the virtues that raise asca 
higher than the beasts.** 

His face hardened aa he'spoke and 
for a mocnent the eyes were stem, but 
be smiled again as he continued. 

“And we.“ be said, “you ask who we 
are. We are the people of Venus. I am 
D/orn, ruler, in name, of alL ‘In name* 
I say. for we rule here by common rea- 
son; 1 am only selected to serve. And 
this is my sister. Altbora. The name, 
with us. means 'radiant light.'* He 
turned to eachange smiles with the girl 
at bis side. “We think her well named.* 
he said. 

“The others.* — be waved toward the 
throng that clustered about — “you srill 
learn to know in time.* 

P ROFESSOR SYKES felt the need 
of introductions. 

"This is Lieutenant — * be began, but 
the other interrupted with an upraised 
band 

“Mack Cuire.* be supplied; “and you 
are Professor Sykes. . . . Ob. we know 
youP he laughed; *we have been 
watching you since your arrival; we 
have been waiting to help you.* 

The professor was open-mouthed. 
“Your thoughts.* esptained the 
other, “are as a printed page. We have 
been with you by ment^ contact at all 
times. We could bear. but. at that dis- 
tance. and — pardon me I— with your 
limited receptivity, we could not com- 
municate. • 

“Do not ^ resent our intrusion.* he 
added; “we listened only for your own 
good, and we shall show you bow to 
insulate your thoughts We do not 

pnr." 

Lieutenant McGuire waved all that 
aside. “You saved us from them.* be 
said; “that's the answer. But — what 
does it mean? Those other\ are in coet- 
trol; they are atucking our Earth, the 
world where we lived. Why do you 
permit— P 

Again the other's face was set in 
sterner lines 
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Tm.~ k« Mid. aad kU voice waa fall 
of unapoken regret. 'tW/ do rule thie 
world; they k-ire ettecked jroor Eertb; 
they iatend much omre. and 1 fear they 
muai be aucceaafuL Liaten. Your 
wooderment ia natural, and I ahall ea> 
plain. 

*'We are the people of Venua. Some 
ceaturica afo we ruled thia world. Now 
you 6 im 1 ua a baiMlful only, living like 
molea ia thia urtderworld.** 

Underworld r* proteated Profeaaor 
Sykea. He pointed above to the famil- 
iar corutellatiooa "Where are the 
clouda?" he aaked. 

The girl. Althora. leaned forward 
now. "It will pleaae my brother." ahe 
aaid in a aoft t^ce. "that you thought 
it real He haa had pleaaure ia creating 
that — a replica of tW akiea we uaed to 
know before the coming of the clouda." 

P ROFESSOR SYEES waa bewil- 
dered. "That aky — the atara — they 
arc not rcalf" he aaked iitcrcduloualy. 
"But the graaa — the flowera — " 

Her laugh rippled like muaic. "Oh. 
they arc real." ahe told him. and her 
brother gave added capLanatioa. 

"The lighta." he aaid: "we aupply the 
actinic raya that the clouda cu«- off 
above. We have aunligfat here, made 
by our own banda; that ia why we arc 
aa we arc and not like the red onea with 
their bleached akina. We had our lights 
everywhere through the world when we 
lived above, but those red beasts arc 
ignorant: they do not know how to 
operate them; they do not krvow that 
they live in darkness even in the light." 

"Then we arc below ground?" asked 
the flyer. "You live here?" 

"It it all we have now. At that time 
of which I tell, it was the red ones who 
lived out of sight; they were a race of 
rodenta ia human form. They lived in 
the subterranean caves with which thia 
planet ia pierced. We could have es- 
terminated them at any time. but. in 
our ignorance, we permitted them to 
live, for we. of Venua — I use your ttame 
for the planet— do not willingly take 
life." 



"They have no such coApunctiooa (* 
Profeaaor Sykta' voice wm harsh; ho 
waa remembering the aacri&ca to tha 
hungry plants. 

A flash aa of pain crossed the sensi- 
tive fcatarra of the girl, and the man 
beside her seemed speaking to her la 
soundlcM words. 

"Your mind-picture waa not pleas- 
ant." be told the scientist; then con- 
tinued: 

"Remember, we rVerc upon the world. 
aiMl these others were within it. There 
came a comet. Oh. our astronomers 
plotted its course; they told us we were 
Mfc. But at the last some unkisown 
influetKc diverted it; its gaseous pro- 
jection swept our world srtth flame. 
Only an iiutant ; but when it had passed 
there waa left o^y death. . . ." 

H e waa lost in rccollectiMU for a 
time; the girl beside him reached 
over to touch hia hand. 

"Those withirs— the red ones— es- 
caped." he went on. They poured 
forth when they found that catmtrophe 
had overwhelmed us. And we. the 
handful that were left, were forced to 
take shelter here. We have lived here 
aiiKc. waiting for the day when the 
Master of Destinies shall give us free- 
dom and a world in which to live." 

"You speak." suggested the scientist, 
"as if this had happened to you. Surely 
you refer to your ancestors; you are the 
descendants of those who were saved." 

"We are the people." said the other. 
"We lived then; we live now; we shall 
live for a future of eitdlesa years. 

"Have you not searched for the 
means to control the life principle— 
you people of Earth?" he asked. "We 
have it here. You see" — and he waved 
a hand toward the standing throng— 
"we are young to your eyes., and the 
others who greeted you were the same " 
McGuire and the scientist eichange^ 
glances of corroboration. 

"But your age." asked Sykes, "meas- 
ured in years?" 

"We ^rdly measure life in years." 
Professor Sykes nodded slowly; his 
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■in4 fwtad diActtlty ia m 

■Meuadiaf • fact. ~B«t oar laofuac* K 
W queried. 'Hour u it that you caa 
apeah oar toofue?" 

T he tall man Mailed and leaned 
forward to pLack a band on a knee 
of each of the own beaide hioa. 'Why 
not.** be aaked. *Vbea there doubtleaa ia 
rclatioaabip between ua. 

"You called the continent Atlantia 
Perbapa ita very eaiatence ia but a fable 
now: It baa been oiany centurira aince 
we have bad inatrumenta to record 
tbouffat force fron Earth, and we have 
loot touch- But. Bay frienda. even then 
we of Venua bad conquered apace, and 
it was we who visited Atlantia to bnd 
a race more nearly like ourselves than 
were the barbarians who betd the other 
parts of Eartb 

~1 was there, but I returned. There 
were aotne who stayed and they were 
lost with the othera in the terrible cata- 
clyain that sank a whole continent be* 
neath the waters But aooie. we have 
believed, escaped.** 

'Why have you not been back?' the 
flyer asked. "You could have helped us 
so much.** 

'It was then that our own deatruc* 
tion came upon us The same comet, 
perhaps, may have caused a ebanfe of 
atressca in your Earth and sunk the 
lost Atlantis Aht That was a beauti* 
ful land, but we have never seen it 
aince. We have been — here. 

'But you will understand, now,' be 
added, 'that, with our insight into your 
minds we have little diftculty in mas- 
terinf your lanfuace.' 

Tbia talk of science and incredible 
history left Lieutenant McGuire cold. 
His mind could not wander long from 
its greatest concern. 

'But the earth r* be esclaimed. 
'What about the eartb? This attack I 
Those devils mean real mischief P 
'More than you know; more than you 
can reslire. friend Mack CuireP 
'WhyP demanded the flyer. 
'Whyr 

'Have TOUT countries not reached out 



for other countries when land was 
neededP asked the man. D)oen. 'Land 
— land I Space in which to breed — that 
ia the reason for the invasion. 

‘This world has no such condnents 
*aa yours Here the globe is covered by 
the oceans: we have perhaps one bun* 
dredth of the land areas of your Earth. 
And the red ones breed like flies Life 
means nothing to them; they die like 
flies too. But they need more room; 
they intend to bnd it on your world.** 

“ A STRANGE race.' mused Pro- 
AX fessor Sjrkes 'They puuled 
me. But — 'less (ban human.' 1 think 
you said. Then how about their ships? 
How could they invent tbemP 
'Ours— all ours I They found a 
world ready and waiting for them. 
Through the centuries they have 
learned to master some few of our in* 
ventions The ships I — the ethereal 
vibrational Oh. they have been cleverer 
than we dreamed possible.' 

'Well, bow can we stop themP de* 
manded McGuire. 'We must. You 
have the submarines—' 

'One only," the othe^ interrupted. 
'We saved that, and we brought some 
machinery. We have made tbia place 
habitable; we have not been idle. But 
there arc limitations' 

'But your ray that you projected— it 
brought down their shipP 

'We wefe protecting you, and we 
protect ourselvca: that ia enough. 
There is One will deliver us in His own 
good time; we may not go forth and 
slaughter.' 

There was a note of resignation and 
patience in the voice that filled Me* 
Guire with hopeless forebodings 
Plainly this was not an aggressive racs 
They had evolved beyond the stage of 
wanton slaughter, and. even now, they 
waited patiently for the day when some 
greater force should come to their aid. 

The man beside them spoke quickly. 
'One moenent — you will pardon me— 
someone is calling—' He listened in* 
tently to some soundless calC and he 
sent a silent message in reply. 
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"1 Kit« LMtru<trd them." tit uid. 
aad you •holl mc kow impteg- 
aobU U.our pooitioo. Tb« r«il ooe« 
bjTc rcyntrd our dcotructioa of tbeir 
•hip* 

Tb< foe* of tb« (irL Altbora. wm, 
perturbed. 'More killuig*^' the ttked. 

'Only tt they force thmitelTet to 
their own detth.' her brother told her. 
'Be not ditturbed.' 

« 

T he throof in the ratt tpace drew 
apart at the &(ure of their leader 
atrode quickly throu(h with the two 
men following clone. There were many 
rootna and paataget: the men bad 
glimptet of litring quartert. of placet 
where machinery m^e toft whirring 
tounda; more tightt than their eyet 
could tec or their minda comprehettd. 
They at latt to an open chamber. 

The men looked up to tee above them 
a tremendout inverted-tone, arid there 
wat the gold of cloudlarid glowing 
through an opening at the top. It wat 
the irtaide of a volcano where they 
Mood, and McGuire remembered the 
itlarid and itt volcanic peak where the 
thip bad twerved aaide. He felt that 
be ktiew now where they were. 

Above them, a flath of light marked 
the pattage of a thip over the crater'a 
mouth, arid he realired that the thipt of 
the redt were not avoiding the itiand 
now. Did it mean an attack 7 Arid 
how could thete new frictidt meet it? 

Before them on the level volcatiic 
8ooe were great machinea that came 
suddenly to life, arid their roar tcf< to 
a thutider of violctKc. while, in the cen* 
ter. a clutter of electric tparkt like 
whirling Mart formed a cloud of blue 
fire. It grew, arid itt hitting, crackling 
length reached upward to a fiiie-drawn 
point that touched the opening above. 

'Follow r commarided their leader 
and went rapidly before them where a 
pattage wound arid twitted to bring 
them at latt to the light of day. 

The flame of the golden clMdt wat 
above them in the midday tky. arid be> 
neath it were tcoret of thipt that swept 
in formations through the air. 



'Attacking?*’ asked the heuteaant 
with ill-concealed cacitcment. 

'I fear to. They tried to gat ut tooM 
centuries ago; it saay be they have for- 
gotten what wcj taught them then.' 

O NE squadron came downward and 
swept with inconceivable speed 
over a portion of the itiand that 
stretched below. The men were a short 
diuarKc up on the mountain's tide, and 
the scene that lay before them was 
crystal clear. There were btHowing 
cl^dt of gat that spread over the land 
where the ships had p it t e d. Other 
ships followed: they would blanket the 
itiand in gat. 

The man beside them gave a tirt of 
regret. "They have struck thc'firM 
blow.' be said. He stood ‘silent srith 
half-closed eyes; thcnr'l have ordered 
resistance.' And there was genuine 
sorrow and regret in hit eyes at be 
looked toward the mountain top. 

McGuire's eyes followed the other’s 
gate to find nothing at first save the 
volcanic peak in hard outline upon the 
background of gold; then only a shim- 
mer at of heat about the lofty cone. 
The air above him quivered, formed to 
ripples that spread in great circles 
where the enemy ships were flashing 
away. 

Swifter than swift aircraft, with a 
speed that shattered space, they 
reached out and touched— and the 
ships, at that touch, fell helplessly 
down from the heights They turned 
awkwardly as they fell or dropped like 
huge pointed projectiles. And the 
waters below took them silently and 
buried in tbeir depths all trace of what 
an instant sooner had been an argosy of 
the air. 

The ripples ceased, again the air was 
clear and untroubled, but beneath the 
golden clouds no single sign of 
life. 

T he flyer's breathless suspense 
ended in an eaplosivc gasp. 'What 
a washout r be exclaimed, and again 
he thought only of this as a weapon to 
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b« Mtd f«c hi* owB end*. ~Caa w« um 
tlut oa tbeix Sc«t»r b< Mked. "Wk/, 
■w thr j will orver conquer the 
eertk; tke/ will never even meke a 
etart.“ 

Tbe tall ftfure of Djocn turned and 
looked at him. *nie luat to killP he 
aaid aadijr. Too atill have it— chowfh 
TOO are fighting for your own. which la 
aome eacuae. 

~No, tlua will not destroy their fleets, 
for their fleets will not come here to 
be destroyed. It will be many cen- 
turies before ever again tbe aircraft of 
the reds dare venture near.* 

**We srill build another one and take 
it where they are — ^ The voice of the 
fighting man was vibrant with sudden 
bope- 

~We were two hundred years build- 
ing and perfecting this.' tbe other told 
him. 'Can you wait that longr* 

And Lieuteivsnt McGuire, as he fol- 
lowed dejectedly behind the leader, 
heard nothing of Professor Syjes’ 
eager questions as to bow this miracle 
was done. 

**Cao you wait that long^ this man. 
Djom. bad asked. And the flyer saw 
plainly the amwer that spelled death 
and destruction to the world. 

CHAPTER XIV 

T he mountains of Nevada are not 
noted for their safe and easy Land- 
ing places But tbe motor of the plane 
that Captain Blake was piloting roared 
smoothly in the cool air while tbe man's 
eyes went searching, searching, for 
something, and be hardly knew what 
that something might be. 

He went over again, as he had done a 
score of times, the remarks of Lieuten- 
ant McGuire. Mac bad Laughed that 
day when he told Blake of his eaperi- 
ence. 

'I was flying that transport.** be had 
said. 'and. boy! when one motor began 
to throw oil I knew I was out of luck. 
Nothing but rocky, peaks and valleys 
full of trees as thick and as pointed aa 
a porcupine’s quills. Flying pretty 



high to maintsin altitude srith osM 
motor out, so 1 just naturally had to 
find a place to set her down. 1 found 
it. too. though it s eemt d too good to be 
true off in that wilderness. 

'A fine level spot, all smooth rock, 
eacept for a few clumps of grass, and 
just bumpy enough to make the Land- 
ing interesting. But. say. CaptainI I 
almost cracked up at that. I was so 
darn busy staring at something else. 

'Off in some trees was a dirigible — 
Sure; go ahead and Laugh; I didn't be- 
lieve it either, and 1 was looking at it. 
But there had been a whale of a storm 
through there the day before, and it 
had knocked over some trees that had 
been screening the thing, and there it 
was I « 

'Well. I came to in time to pull up 
her nose and miss a rock or two. and 
then I started pronto for that valley of 
trees and tbe thing that was buned 
among them.** 

1 

C APTAIN BLAKE recalled the 
conversation word for srord. 
though be had treated it jokingly at the 
time. McGuire had fountf the ship and 
a man — a half-crated nut. so it seesnsd 
— living theri all alone. And he wasn't 
a bit keen about Mac’s learning of tbe 
ship. But leave it to Mac to get tbe 
facts— or what the old bird claimed 
were facts^ 

There was the body of a youngster 
there, a man of about Mac's age. He 
had fallen and been killed the day be- 
fore. and tbe old man was half craxy 
with gtief. Mac had dug a grave and 
helped bury tbe body, and^ after that 
tbe old fellow’s story bad coene out. 

He had been to the moon, he said. 
And this was a space ship. Wouldn't 
tell howCi operated, and shut up like a 
clam when Mac asked if be had goeie 
alone. The young chap had gone srith 
him. it seemed, and the nlan wouldn't 
talk— just sat and stared out at the yel- 
low mound where tbe youngster was 
buried. ^ . 

Mac had told Blake bow be argued 
with tbe man to prove up on his claims 
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■kd M*k( a (orTsa* for himrrlf. Bol 
a»— fartwca didn't iaurcat kiaa. Aod 
there wrre aonc thi»-aad*that mad b«> 
difif i1-to-*cm people who would nerer 
get tktt iarentioo— the dirty, thieriag 
ratal 

Aod Mae. while be laughed, had 
aeemed half to behere it. Said the old 
cuaa waa ao aiacere. and he had nothing 
th aelL And— there waa the ship I It 
nrrer got there without being flown in, 
that waa a cinch I And there waan't a 
propelloc on it nor a place for ooc — 
juM open porta where a blaat came out. 
or ao the iarmtor aaid. 

Captain Blake awung hia ahip on an- 
other alanting line and continued to 
comb the country for auch marka aa 
McGuire had aeca. And one moment 
he told himaelf he waa a fool to be on 
any auch hunt, while the neat thought 
would remind hia that Mac had be- 
lieved. And Mac had a level bead, and 
he had radioed from Venus! 

There waa the thing that made any- 
thing seem poaaible. Mac had got a 
meaaage through, acroaa that space, and 
the enemy had shipa that could do it. 
Why not this ooc 9 

And alwaya hia eyes were searching, 
searching, for a level rocky eapanse 
aod a tree-fllled valley beyond, with 
aooaething. it might be, shining there, 
unless the inventor had camouflaged it 
store carefully now. 

I T waa later on the same day when 
Captain Blake's blocky figure 
climbed over the aide of the cockpit. 
Tired? Yes I But who could think of 
cramped limbs and weary muscles when 
his plane waa resting on a broad, level 
eapanse of rock in the high Sierras and 
a sharp-cut valley showed thick with 
pines beyood. He could see the corner 
only of a rough log shack that pro- 
truded. 

Blake scrambled over a natural rast- 
part of broken stone and went swiftly 
toward the cabtn. But be stopped 
abruptly at the sound of a harsh voice. 

“Stop where you are,” the voice 
ordered “and stick up your bands I 



Then turn aroond and grt back aa fast 
as you can to that plasse of y o ur a.* 
There waa a glint of sunlight oo a rifle 
barrel in the window of the cabin. 

Captain Blake stopped, but he did 
not turn. “Arc you Mr. Winslow?” he 
aaked- 

"Thst's nothing to you I Get out! 
Quick r 

Blake waa thinking fast. Here was 
the man. srithout doubt — aisd be was 
hostile aa an Apache; the man behind 
that harsh voice meant bustncaa. How 
could be reach him? The inspiratioa 
came at oticc. McGuire was the key. 

“If you're Winslow.' be called in a 
steady voice, “you don't want me to go 
away: you want to talk nritb me. 
There's a young friersd of yours in a 
bad jam You arc the only ooc srho 
can ^lp.“ 

“1 haven't any frienda.“ aaid the 
rasping voice: “I don't want any! Grt 
outP 

“Y outbid one.” aaid the captaia. 
“whether you wanted him or noc He 
believed in you— like the other young 
chap who went with you to the moon.' 

T here was an audible gasp of dis- 
may from the window beyond, and 
the barrel of the rifle made trembling 
flickcrings in the sun 

“You mean the flyer?” asked the 
voice, and it seemed to have to« its 
harsher note. “The pleasant young fcl- 
lowr 

“1 mean McGuire, who helped give 
decent burial to your friend. And now 
be baa been carried off out into space 
— and you can help him If you've a 
spark of decency in you. you will bear 
what I have to say.” 

The rifle vanished within the cabin; 
a door opened to frame a picture of a 
tall man. He waa stooped; the years, 
or solitude, perhaps, had borne heavily 
upon him; bis face waa a mat of gray 
beard that was a continuation of the 
unkempt hair above. The rifle waa still 
in bis hand. 

But be motioned to the waiting man. 
and “Cotnc inP be commarsded. “Ill 
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•ooa ka«w if jro«*r« ttllinf the tratk. 
God kelp jroo if poa'rc not. ... Coanc 
in." 

An kowr wms needed wkile tke 
bearded man learned tke trutk. And 
Blake, too. packed op tome facta. He 
. learned to kit freat turpritc that be 
wM talking with an educated man. one 
wbo had tpent a lifetime in tcieiAKc 
porwiita. And now. at the 6pire be- 
fore him termed more tke tcientitt and 
leta tbe crated fabricator of wild fan- 
ciea. tke trutk of bit claunt teemed not 
to remote. 

Half demented now. beyond a doubt I 
A lifetime of dttappointmentt and one 
ineentioo after attotker ttolen from him 
by tbote wbo knew more of law tkan 
of tcience. And now be beld fortune 
in tke tecret of hit tbip— a tecret which 
be twore tbould neecr be (teen to tke 
world. 

'Damn the worlds be trtarled. 'Did 
tbe world eetr (lee anything to me? 
And what would they do with tbit? 
They would prottitute it to their- own 
mlfi^ endt: it would be jutt one more 
f meant to conquer and kill; and tbe cap- 
italitta. would bare it in their own 
dirty bandt to that new Itnet of trant- 
portation beyond anytbinf they dared 
dre^ would be tbeirt to eaploit.' 

B lake, lememberins tbe hittory 
of a co mm ercial a(e. found no 
ready reply to that. But be told tbe 
man of McGuire and tbe thin(t that 
bad made him captiee; be related what 
be. binatelf. bad teen in tbe dark nifht 
on Mount Lawton, and be told of tbe 
fra(mentary metta^e that tbowed Mc- 
Guire wat ttill alirc. 

"Tbere't only one way to tare him.' 
be ur(ed. 'If your tbip it wfaat you 
claim it it — and I belirre you one hun- 
dred per cent — it it all that can tare 
him from what will undoubtedly be a 
borrible death. Tbote thin(t were 
monttert— inhuman I — and they bare 
bombarded tbe earth. Tbqy will come 
back in lett than a year and a half to 
destroy ua' 

Captain bUke would bare taid be 



wat no, debater, bat tke arfunaent and 
pertuaaion that ke naed that ni(kt 
would kare doete credit to a Socrataa. 
Hit opponent waa diftcult to cottrinca. 
and not till tbe neat day did tke lo- 
rentor tbow BUke hit tbip. 

'Small.' be taid at be led tbe Iyer 
toward it. ~Deti(ned jutt for the aaoon 
trip, and I bad meant to (o alone. But 
it terred; it took ua there and bock 
a(ain.' 

He threw open a door in tke tide of 
tbe metal cylinder. BUke ttood back 
for only a moment to tiie up tbe mo- 
ebine. to ofaaerre itt tmootk duralumin 
tbell and tbe rounded endt wbere port* 
bolet opened for tbe capelliof of ita 
driring bUat. 7^ door opening tbowed 
a thick wall that gate inauUtioo. BUke 
followed tbe inrentor to the interior 
of tbe tbip 

T he man bad teen Wintlow caam- 
intng tbe thick walla 'It‘t cold 
out there, you know,' be taid. aitd 
tmiled in recollection. ‘Ixit tba gener- 
ator kept ua warm.' He pointed to a 
timple cylindrical catting aft of the 
tbip’t center part. It waa mataiec. and 
braced to tbe framework of tbe tbip to 
dtttribute a thrutt that BUke knew 
mutt be tremendoua Heary conduitt 
took tbe bUat that it proceed and 
poured it from porta at bow and tter&* 
There were ot^r outleta. too. above 
and below and on the tides, and elec- 
tric controlt that were maivpuUtcd 
from a central board. 

'You've got a tbip.' Blake admitted, 
'and it'a a beauty. I know construe- 
t io n . and you've got it here. But what 
it the power? How do you driVe it? 
What throws it out through apace?' 

'Atide from one other, you will be 
tbe only man ever to know.' Tbe beard- 
ed man wat quiet now and earnest. 'The 
wild light had faded from bit eyes, and 
be pondered gravely in making tbe Uat 
and final decitioo. 

"Yet. you tball have i^ It may be I 
have been mituken. I have known 
people— tome few — wbo were kindly 
and decent ; I have let the others preju- 
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tflc« OK. B«t th«rc wu ooe who «m 
mrf ioipantoo— «n<l there wa« Me* 
C«irc. who wM kind end who belirred. 
Aad DOW jrov. who will five ]rowr life 
dee • friend and to mtc humanity I . . . 
You ahall have it. You ahall have the 
ahipl But I will not go with you. I 
want oothinf of floey or fame, and I 
am too old to fiffat. My remaminf 
yeara 1 ehooae to apet»d out here.** He 
pointed where a window of heavy f Laaa 
ahowed the outer world and a frave on 
a alopinf hilL 

** I 1 UT you ahall have full inatruc* 
tiooa. And. for the preaent. you 
may know that it ia a cootinuoua ex* 
ploatoo that drivea. the ahip. 1 have 
learned to deeompoae water into it^ 
compooenta and aplit them into auh- 
atoenic form. 7‘h^ reunite to five 
aoenethinf other than matter. It la a 
liquid — liquid enerfy, thoufh the term 
la inaccurate — that aeparatea out in two 
forma, and a 6uid ounce of each ia the 
product of thouaaitda of tons of water. 
The potential enerfy ia all there. A 
curretn releaaea it; the enerfy com* 
ponenta reunite to five matter afatn — 
bydrofen and oxyfen faa. Combuation 
adda to their volume throufh beat. 

**It ia like firinf a cannon in there.** 
— be pointed now to the maaaive fen* 
erator — “m auper -cannon of tremettdoua 
force and a cannon that firra continu* 
oualy. The endleaa preaaure of expan- 
aion fivea the thruat that meana a con- 
stant acceleration of motion out there 
where fravity ia lost. 

**You will note.* be added, "that I said 
‘constant acceleration.* It mearu build- 
inf up to apeeda that are enormoua.* 

Blake nodded in balf-underatandinf. 

■“We will want biffer ships.** be 
mused. They mutt mount funt and 
be heav^^ enoufh to take the recoiL 
This ia only a sample; we must deaifn. 
experiment, build them! Can it be 
dont? ... It mast be doneP he con- 
cluded and turned to the inventor. 

**We don*t know much about those 
devils of the stars, and they may have 
means of attack beyond anjrthinf we 



can con cei ve, but there ia )uM saw way 
to learn : fo ap there and find omt, and 
take a lickinf if we have to. Now, 
how about takinf me up a mile or ao ia 
the airr 

T he other smiled in self -deprecia- 
tion. **I like a food hfbter,** he 
said; *I was never ooe myself. If I 
had been I srould have accomplished 
more. Yes. you ahall fo up a aaile or 
so ia the air— and a thousand miles 
beyond.** He turned to close the door 
and seal it fast. 

Beside the instrument board be seat- 
ed himself, and at hia touch the feacr* 
ator of the ship. came startlinfly to life. 
It frumbled softly at first, then the 
hoarse sound swelled to a thunderous 
roar, while the metal fratinf surfed- 
up irresistahly beneath the captain*s 
feet. Hia weifht was intolerable. He 
sank belplessly to the floor. . . . 

Blake was white and shaken when he 
alifhted from the ship an hour later, 
but hia ryes were ablare with excite- 
ment. He stopped to seise the tall aaan 
by the shoulders. 

**I am only a poor devil of a ftyinf 
man.** be said. ~1^t I am apeakinf for 
the whole world rifht now. You have 
saved ua; you've furnished the means. 
It ia up to ua now. You've fiven os 
the rifht to hope that humanity can 
save itself, if humanity will do it. 
That's my next job— to convince them. 
We have less than a year and a 
half. ..." , 

T here was one precious week 
wasted while Captain Blake chafed 
and waited for a conference to be ar* 
ranfed at Washinfton. A spirit o( 
bopelesa ne sa had swept over the world 
— hopelessness and a mental sloth that 
killed every hope uith the unanswer- 
able arfument: "What is the use? It 
is the end." But a meetinf was ar- 
ranfrd at Colonel Boynton's insistence, 
thoufb bis superiors scoffed at what be 
dared suffcst. 

Blake appeared before the meetinf, 
and be told them what be knew — told it 
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to tka Um 4«toil. wkik kc mw tkc looks 
W iMMcokcm «c cooatoaaratioa that 
^oaaod from nan to ovaa. 

Tkftn wore acrentiata tkcrc wko 
aakod kia coldly a queatioa or two and 
akruffed a awpercilioua 
rankiof oAcert of both anny and ivary 
who opcaly cacorutcd Coloarl Boya- 
toa for briagiaf tkca to bear the wtid 
tale of a half-drrtrmted laaa. It wm 
tkra tkai droee BUkc to a cold frenry. 

Tkc weeks of bopelcM despair bad 
wora bra twrees to tbc breaking point, 
aitd now. with so much to be doctc. and 
ao little tuae ia which to do it. all re* 
^utrrmcatt of o&cial eti^urtte were 
swept aside m be leaped to his feet to 
face tbe unbelieving men. 

~Daaao itP be shouted, "will you sit 
here imw stmI quibble over what you 
thiak ia your wisdom is possible or not. 
Get outside those dooro— there's an 
open park beyond — and 111 knock your 
technicalities all to bellP 

Tbe door slaearaed behind him be* 
fore tbe words could be spoken to place 
him under arrest, and he tore across a 
velvet lawn to leap into a taai. 

There was a rising storm of indig* 
nant protest within the room that he 
bad left. There were admirals, purple 
of face, who ovade heated remarka 
about tbe Lack of discipline in the army, 
arid generals who turned accusingly 
where the big figure of Colonel Boys* 
ton was still seated. 

It was tbe Secretary of War who 
stilled the tumult and claimed the 
privilege of administering the rebuke 
which was so plainly needed. 'Colonel 
Boynton.” be said, and there* was no 
effort to soften tbe cutting edge of sar- 
casm in his voice, “it was at your re- 
quest and suggestion that this outrage- 
ous meeting was held. Have you any 
more requests or suggestions?” 

The color^ rose slowly to his feet. 
“Yes. hf r.^ecretary.” be said coldly. 
~I have. I know Captain Blake. He 
seldom makes protnises; when be does 
he makes good. My suggestion it that 
you do what the gentleman said — step 
outside and sec your technicalities 



knocked to bell.” He moved unhur- 
riedly toward the door. 

I T was a balf-kour's wait, and one or 
two of tbe more openly skeptical 



from above. Colonel Boynton led tbe 
others to the open ground before tbe 
building. “1 have always found Blake 
a man of hia word.” be said quietly, 
and pointed upward where a tiny speck 
was falling from a cloud-Aecked sky. 

Captain Blake had had little training 
ia tbe operation of tbe ship, but be had 
flown it acroea the Land and had coss- 
cealed it where fellow offkcers were 
sworn to secrecy. Arsd be feh that be 
knew how to handle tkc coatrola. 

But tbc drop from those terrible 
heights waa a fearful thing, and it 
ended only a hundred feet above tbc 
bends of tbc cowering, shouting hu- 
mans who crouched under tbc thunder- 
ous blast, where a great shell checked 
its vertical flight and rebounded to tbc 
skies. 

Again and again tkc gleaming cylin- 
der drove at them like a projectile 
from the mortars of tbc go^ and it 
roared and thuadeked through tbe air 
or turned to vanifb with incredible 
speed straight op into the heights, to 
return and fall again . . . until finally 
it bung motionless a foot above the 
grass from which tbe uniformed figures 
had fled. Only Colonel Boynton waa 
there to greet the flyer as ^ Laid hia 
strange graft gently down. 

“Nice little show. Captain.” he said, 
while his broad face broke into the 
widest of grins. ”A damn nice little 
show I But take that look off of your 

face. Tbeyll listen to you now ; thetll 

eat right out of your hand.” 
CHAPTER XV 

I F Lieutenant McGuire could have 
erased from bis mind tbe thought 
of tbe threat that bung over the earth 
be would have found nothing but in- 
tensest pleasure in tbe eapcAroccs that 
were bis. 



shoulder : .^4sad left when tkc firtt roar cantc faintly 
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B«t aicln «itcr nigbt tk«7 k*4 kc«rd 
tW rercfberatinc rcl»*c« •! tW ftaJK 
fM *p««4iaf its oM«se«c«r ol destk 
toward th« earth, and he saw as platnty 
as if he were there the terrible d^rix* 
ttoa that OMst come where the nuasiles 
•truck. Css. of course: that seemed 
the chief and only weapon *f these 
monsters, and D)oen. the elected leader 
•f the Venus folk, conhrmed hua in 
this sormise. 

*^c had many (saes.~ he told Mc- 
Guire. Imt we used them for food 
ends. You peoplk of Earth— or these 
iaesders. if they conquer Earth mo s t 
some day aapif t in a war more terrihle 
than wig^^^aimccn men. The insects 
are yottrgntiMifae. With a derelof 
inf cirll Lest {oMflpa the mohiplication 
of insect and ba^^fipi lifr We tiaed 
the fsses foe that trar. and we made 
this world a beatMft Ne sifbed re- 
fretfnlly for his 

'"^bese red ottes TectM them, and our 
factories for them. Bot they 

hare no fift foe srorkinf oot or master* 
inf the other raeoM we had foe our de- 
fense— the electronic projectors, the 



broufht him a thin whTtc dtar. "then 
plenty of water. You moat take thia 
compermtd food often atsd in 
quantities till your system is 
tomed-** 

~You make this?' be aahad. 

~But certainly. Our dtcuusts are 
learned men. We should lack foe food, 
otherwiae, here in our underfround 



He let the tablet disaolre in hia 
nsouth. Althora leaned forward to touch 
his hand fently. 

~I am sorry.* she said. ~that you and 
Djom fail to understand .one another. 
He it food— so food I But you yo u . 
too. arc food, atvd you fear foe the 
safety of your own people.” 

They will be killed to the last w»- 
nsan and child.” he replied. ”oe they 
will be captured, which mil be worse.” 
”I understand.” she told him. and 
pressed his hand; ~and if 1 can help. 
Lieutenant Mack Cuire. I shall be so 
flad.” 

He smiled at her stilted pronuncia- 
tion of his name. He had had the firl 
foe an almoot constant companion since 
‘creation of tremandoOs mafnetic fields: /^s arrisal; the srsrs. be found, were 
you srw one wbM see destroyed tfaw on a leeel of nsutual freedom, and the 
attackinf ships. Our scientists had firTs companienahip was offerad sad 



fone far — “ 

”I srish to HesTen you had some of 
them to use now.” said the lieutenant 
sarsfely, and the firl. Althora. stand- 
inf near, smiled in sympathy for the 
0yer*s distrrsa. But her brother. Djom. 
only murmu red; The lust to kill; that 
is somethinf to be orercome.” 

The fstslistic resifiution of these 
folk sraa disturbinf to s man of action 
like McGuire. His eyes narrowed, and 
his lips were set for an abrupt retort 
when Althora intervened 
”Come.” she said, and took the flyer's 
band. ”It is time foe food” 

S HE took him to the livinf quarters 
occupied by her brother and her- 
self. where opal walls artd jewelled in- 
lays were ma^ lorely by the soft lifbt 
that flooded the rooma. 

”Jest one tablet.” she said, and 



her friendship espresaed as openly as 
mifht have been that of a youth Of 
Sykes he saw little: Profesaqa-^ykes 
was deep in astronoeaical discusaiona 
with the scientists of this world. 

But she was ebarminf. this ftrl of a 
stranfc race so like kts own. A skin 
from the velvet heart of a rose and ryes 
that' looked deep Aio his and into his 
mind when be penning ; eyes. too. that 
could crinkle to ready lauf hter or grow 
misty when she sanf those weird melo- 
dies of such thrillinf sweetnesa. 

Only foe the reme m brance of Earth 
and the horrible fcclinf of impotent 
fury. Lieutenant McGuire would have 
found much to occupy his thoufhts in 
this loveliest of coerpaniona. 

H e laufhrd now at the soundinf af 
his name, and the firl laufbed 
syith him. 
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"Bat h U jroor omc. b it not^~ «b« 
mk*i- 

~linitcaut TVxnM McCuir*.' b« 
rcp««tc<l. 'aad tbo«« wbo like me call 
me 'Mac" 

~Mac,~ related. "But that it 
•o thort afl^haxd Munding. And what 
do thoae who lore you **ff“ 

The flyer (tinned cheerfully. "There 
aren't many who could qualify in that 
rcapect, but if there were they would 
call me Toenmy.** 

"That ia better." aaid Altbora 
en(a(in( directneM: "that ia much 
better— Tommy." Then ahe apran( to 
her fret and hurried him out wheat 
aome further wondera muat be aeen and 
eaclaimed over without delay. But 
Lieutenant McGuire saw the pink fluah 
that crept into her face, and hia own 
' heart reaponded to the telltale betrayal 
of her frelin( foe him. For nerer in 
hia younf and eventful life had the 
man found anyone who aeemed ao en- 
tirely oo< with himaelf aa did thia 
lovely (irl from a diatant atar. 

He followed where ahe went dancing 
on her way, but not for Ion( could hia 
mind be led away from the menace be 
could not for(et. And on thia day. aa 
on many daya to come, he atruff led and 
racked hia brain to &nd aotne way in 
which he could thwart the enemy and 
avert or delay their atroke. 

I T waa aitother day. and they were 
aotne moniha on their lon( journey 
away from the earth when an inapira- 
tion came. Althora had offered to help, 
aitd he krvew well how (Ladly ahe would 
aid him: the feelin( between them had 
flowered into apen. if unapoken love. 
Not that be would aubject her to any 
dan(er — be himself would take all of 
that when it came — but meanwhile— 
"Althora." he aaked her. "can you 
project your mind into that of one of 
the reda?" 

"I could, easily." ahe replied. TMit it 
would not be pleasant. Their minds 
are horrible; they reek of Avil things." 
She shuddered at the thought, but the 
man persisted. 



T here were countless rooms assd 
pasaa(ra where the work of the 
world below went on. There were men 
and women whose artistic absHty found 
outlet in carvings and sculpture. chem- 
ists and others whose work waa the 
making of foods and endless eaperi- 
mentation. scene tboulartd'of men and 
woenen in the strength of their endl^s 
youth, wbo worked for the love of the 



"But if you could help, would you be 
witling? 1 can do so little: I cau oever 
stop them; but I may save my peopb 
from scene suffering at least. Here b 
my idea: 

"D>oen tells me that I had it figured 
right: they plan an invasion of the 
earth when neat the two planets ap- 
proach. He has told me of their armies 
atvd their fleets of ships that will set 
off into space. I can't prevent it; I am 
helpless I But if I knew wh^t their 
lea^r was thinking — " 

"Toegr she eaclaimed. "You want 
to krtow the mind of that beast of 
beasts r 

"Yes." said the cvi t be of 

ualue. ('articular 
soaesthing of 
is arid what 
someAlIng a 
The jitl 
savage det 
— i»or she I 
NotTorgr* 

McGuire's otfn ti^fell at the rcsli- 





hei eyes from the 
on ^s face. "No 
"I could net. 



ration of the 
had demandeth 
said attd held 



cnorm^^if this favor be 
(h ^|^Sat's*all right." he 
~lsr Aft hand in bb: 
"just forget it. I s^dlndn't have asked." 

But she whispered as she tamed to 
walk away; "I must th^hk. Inmost 
think. You ask much of me. Tommy; 
but oh. Tommy. I would* do much foe 
youP *Sbe was s obbi n g s($ftly aa she 
ran swtbly away. 

And tl^ man in lAaki — this flyer of 
a distaAullt service sqyode blitsdly off 
to ra^ and funse at bis helplessness 
snd his inability to strike one blow at 
tl^ beings who lived in that world 
above. 
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ao4 lived coatcatedij tad h«p- 
pilf wkiU they wmiud foe tbc day of 
tkeu libcratioa. But of 6ffatrrt t^rc 
were oooc. aad for this Licutcaaat 
McCtdrc (rirred wbolcbcartcdly. 

Hr waa atridia^ atriftly aloof where 
a corridor ended in blackneaa ahead. 
There waa a fleaounf machine oo the 
• floor beaida turn when a hand clutched 
at hia arm and a waminf voice ea- 
claimed: “No further. Lieutenant Me- 
Cwin; you must not foP 

queatiooed the lieutenant. 
~Pvc fot to walk— do aocnethinf to 
Imp from thia damnable futile think* 
laf- 

"But not there.** said the other; ~it is 
a place of death. Tes paces more and 
you would have vanished in a Sicker of 
The projector' — he touched the 
mechanism beside them "is always on. 
Our caves eatend in an endless aucces* 
aioo; they join with the labyrinth 
where the red ones used to live. They 
''TQQld attack us but for this. Nothinf 
can live in its invisible ray; they arc 
placed at all such cntrancev" 

"Yet Djom." McGuire told himself 
slowly, "said they had oo weapons. He 
knows nothittf of war. But. ficat 
heavens I what wouldn't I five for a 
rcfiment of scrappers — good husky 
boys prith their faces tanned and a 
spark in their eyes and their fas masks 
oo their chestv With a rcfiment, and 
equipment like thia — " 

A^ sfsin he realised the futility of 
armament with none to serve and direct 
it. 

I T was a month or more before Al* 
thora consented to the tests. Djom 
advised sfainst it and made hit protest 
emphatic, but here, at in all thinfs. 
Altbora was a free Sfcnt. It waa her 
rifht to do as she saw fit, and there was 
none to prevent in this small world 
where individual liberty was uoques* 
tinned. • ' 

Aad it waa still loagtr before the 
could fct anythinf of importance. The 
caperiments were rackinf to her 
nerves, and McGuire, seeinf the ter- 



rible strain upon her, beffcd her to 
stop. But Althora had fained the 
vision that was always before her loved 
one's eyes— a world of death and dis- 
aster — and be. hers where the bolt 
would be Launched, and powerless to 
prevent. She could not be dissuaded 
now. 

It was a proud day for Ahbpra when 
she sent for McGuire, aad be found her 
lyinf at rest, eyes closed in her younf 
face that was lined and tortured with 
the mental horror she waa contactinf. 
She silenced his protests with a word. 

"The fun." she whispered ; "they are 
talkinf about the fun . . . and the 
bo mb a r dment . . . planninf. . . ." 

More silent concentration. Then: 

*Tbc i«land of Berfo." she said. 
" — remember that I The fua is there 
... a fTcat bore in the earth . . . solid 
rock ... but the casinf of titanite 
must be reinforced . . . and bands 
shrunk about the murxle that projects 
. . . heavy bands ... it shows sifns of 
distortioci — the heat I . . ." 

She was listeninf to the thouffata. 
and selectinf those that bore upon fun. 

"... Only fifty days . . . the bom- 
bardment must befin . . . Tahnor has 
provided a hundred shells; two thou- 
aaid tals of the freen fas-powder in 
each one . . . the explosive charfcs 
ready . . -. yes — yes I . . ." ' > 

"Oh P she exclaimed and opened her 
troubled eyes. "The beast is so com- 
placent. so sure I And the bombard- 
ment will befin in fifty days I Will it 
* really cause them anfuiah oo your 
Earth. Tommy?" 

"Just plain bell, that's allP 

M e CUIRE'S voice was low; his 
mind was reachinf out to find 
and reject one plan after another. The 
funi ... He must disable it; be could 
do that much at least. For himself — 
well, what of it? — be would die. of 
course. 

The fuard be had been taufht to 
place about his own tboufhts must have 
relaxed, for Althora cried out in dis- 
tress. 
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* N » omr the pr«tc«*c4: than 

■Ml 1 tried to kelp 7 ««. ToMOiy 
door— -My tkM I k*rt helped yoo 1 — bat, 
oh. mj beloved, do not fo. Do ooc risk 
yo«r life to eileoce this ooe wespoo. 
They woold still hsee their ship*. Re- 
Msasber what D)otii has told of their 
Mighty Sects, their > hoc sands of Sgfat- 
lag ■«- Yoo cannot stop thca; you 
CM hardly hinder them. And you 
would throw away your lifel Oh. 
please do not goP 

McGuire was seated beside her. Hit 
face was hidden in one hand while the 
other was held tight J>c twe en the whit* 
p*hns of Ahhora't tense hand* He 
said nothing, and be shielded hi* eye* 
and locked hi* mind against her 
thought force. 

*Totnmy.' said Althora. and no« her 
voice was all lore and softnea*. ‘Tom- 
my, my dear one I You will not go. for 
wlut can you do? And if you suy — 
oh. my dear I — yoo can have what you 
will— the secret of life shall be yours 
—to live forever in perpetual youth. 
You may have that. And me. Tom- 
my. . . . Would you throw your~life 
away in a hopelem attempt, when life 
might bold so much ? Am I offering so 
little. Toonnyr 

And still the silence and the hand 
that kept the eye* from meeting hers; 
then a long-drnm breath at>d a slim 
figure in khaki that stood unconscious- 
ly erect to look, not at the girl, but out 
beyond the solid walls, through mil- 
lions of miles space, to the helplem 
speck called Earth. 

*You offer me heaven, my dear,*' be 
spoke softly. 'But sometime*" — and 
his lips twisted into a ghost of a smile 
—"sometime*, to ?am our heaven, we 
have to fight like belt And. if we fail 
to make the fight, what heaven worth 
having is left? 

"And the people." he said softly: 
"the boeoe* in the cities and towns a^ 
village*. My dear, that's part of loving 
a soldier : yoo can never own him alto- 
gether : hi* allegiance is And 

if I failed my own folk what right 
would I have to you?" 



H e dared to look at the girl who 
lay before him. That other vision 
wM goat but be had seen a clear course 
charted, and now, wi^ hi* aaind M rest, 
be could smile happily at the girl who 
WM looUng up at him through her 
tear* 

She rose slowly to her feet and stood 
before him to lay firm band* npon hi* 
shoulder* She was ahnnat m tall m 
be. and ber eye* that had shaken off 
their tear* but for a dewy fringe, 
looked deep and straight into hi* 

"We have thought." she said slowly, 
"we people of this world, that we were 
supeHor to you and yours; we have 
accepted you as tomtoof a shade below 
our plane of advancenwnt. Ye* we 
have dared to believe that. But I know 
better. We have gone far. Tommy, w* 
people of this star ; we have lived long. 
Yet I am wondering if wt have lost 
some virtues that are the heritage of a 
sterner race. 

"But I am learning. Todmiy: I am so 
thankful that I can learn that I 
have bad you to teach me. We will go 
together, you and I. We will fight our 
fight, and. the Great One willing, we 
will earn our heaven or find it else* 
where— together." 

She leaned forward to kirn the tall 
man Squarely upon the lip* with her 
own soft roae-pMal lip* that clung and 
clung . . . and the reply of Lieutenant 
McGuire, while it wm entirely word- 
les* seemed eminently satisfactory. 

A lthora. the beautiful daugM^ 

of Verm* had the charm and 
allure of ber planet's fabled namesake. 
But she thought like a man ai>d she 
planned like a man And there wm no 
dissuading ber from ber course, the 
was to fight beside McGuire — thM arm 
ber intention — and beyond that there 
was no value in argument. McGuire 
was forced to accept the insistent aid. 
and be needed help. * 

Sykes dropped his dtlving into astro-'' 
nomical lore and answered to the call, 
but there was no other assistance. Only 
the three. McGuire. Althora and Syke* 
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TWn wtrm mm wIm wmU M 

pU«t th« HibHMriM tka( vm Mt> 

fated, bwt tWy would Wv« mo part la 
tk« MMtarc bryoad traaapartiaf tW 
panicipaata. 

Mar* tkaa ooc* McCuir* pauacd ta 
tarmt ailcMiy at th« coMpltiaMcr of 
tkia pcopk. What coaid he ao« do if 
th*^ weald help. Tea cowipante* of 
trataod a tea . araaed with their deodly 
clcctrooic pro j ect ora that diaimc(rated 
aoy Irriaf Uuof they reached— oad he 
woold clotchMt hia toualed hair aad 
rcaliac that they were oaly three, aod 
go gri^y bach to work. 

~I doaS koow what w* caa do till we 
get the**.' he told Sykea. 'Here we 
arc. aad thee* ia the goa : that ia all we 
kaow, eacept that the thtag oaiat be 
trtHttndaiy aad oar aoly hope la that 
there ia aooae faiag awrhimii that we 
caa destroy. The goa itaelf w a great 
drilliag ia the solid rack. liiMd with 
ooe of their steel alloy*, wtd with a big 
harreJ eateodiag ap ioto the arr: Al- 
thoe* has Icaraod that. 

They weat doep into the rock aad 
set the iriag rhsathrr there : it’s heavy 
caoogh to staad the stress. They nse 
a gaa-powder. a* AHhora calls it. for 
the charge, aad the sane stuff but 
deadlier is ia the sbelL But they otust 
have uadergrouad workiags for load- 
iag aad firing. Is there a chance for 
os to get ia there. 1 wooderl There's 
the big barrel that projects. We wight 
. . . hot aol — ^hae's too big for us to 
tackle. I'm afraid.' 

'How shoot that electrooic pro)ector 
aa the sufaaanoe?" Sykes suggeoted. 
' Brn s c al t e r how it aseltcd oat the heart 
af that*hig ship? We could do a lot 
with that.* 

*Not a chance I Djora aad the other* 
have strictly forbidden the men to turn 
it on the raewy siace they have given 

os offrose. 

*No off rose f* he repeated, aad added 
a few eaplosivr rewarka 

*No. it looks Ilk* a caa* of get there 
aad do what dirty work w* caa to their 
■schsnisni before they pot us aad 
that's thatr 



B ut Syfcos WM ffiroctfag Wo 

*I wonder . . .* he Moasd ; 'it adghi 
be don e ; they have lahorntsriM,* 
*What are you talking shoot? For 
the love of heaven, waa. if you've got 
aa ide^ let’s have it. I'w desperasc.* 
'NitrstorsP said the scientiac. T 
have been getting oa pretty good tenos 
with the scientific crowd her*, aad 
I've seen som* wighty pretty aaaao- 
factoriag lahorstoriea. And they have 
equipment that was never meant for 
the Bsaufacture of aitro-eaplosivea. 
but, nrith a few mod i fic ati osm yen . I 
think it could be dots*.* 

'You BMan nitro>glyc*rine ? TNT?* 
'Something like that. Depends npoa 
what materials we can get to start 
with" < 

The lieutenant was pounding hi* 
companion upon the back and shoouag 
hu joy at this faintest echo of en- 
couragement. 

'We’ll plant it alongside the g u n 
No. we’ll get into their workings on- 
dergroaad. - We’ll blow their cquip- 
osent into scrap-iron, aad perhaps w* 
caa even damage the gua itself f* Ho 
was almost beside himself with eadto- 
meat at thought of a weapon being 
placed ia his straining helplM hands 

I T was the carth-ahaktag thuader of 
the big gun that hastened their 
final preparatiosM aad made McCoir* 
trcndil* with suppressed eacitrmraf 
where he helped Sykea to draw off a 
syrupy liquid into heavy crystal fimka 
Tlwrc were many of these, aad the 
two men would allow no other* to 
touch them, but stored them themselvM 
aad nested each oa* in a mft bed with- 
in the submarine. Then oa* last repeti- 
tioa of their half-formed plans to 
Dform aad his followers aad a rush to- 
ward the srharf where the submsria* 
was waiting. 

Althora was waiting, too. aad Mc- 
Guire wasted asinutes in a petittou that 
he knew wm futile. 

"Wait here. Ahhora." he begged. T 
will come bock; this is a* v en ture foe 
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jmm tm Mdcrtakc.* 1 cm Uk« wmf 
ckMCM witk tkcM y ■ I It is 
M ^Uc« for TO*.' ks c«ocJti4«4 IsMcly. 

"TWr* is BO other pU<« foe mtj" sIm 
ssid; 'oBly where yo« ore.' Aad she 
led the way while the others followed 
iBto the lighted coetrol rooa of the bt( 
■Bder-water craft. 

McGwire's exes srere ousty with a 
blwrriaf of tears that were psrtl]r froos 
esutesBeot. bwt oMre frooi a feelwf of 
helpless reasoostrsnee that eras Bin- 
fled srith pure pride. And his lips 
were set in a straifht liae. 

The BS^netic pull that held thes to 
their anchorsfe was reeersed; the ship 
beneath thcB was slipptnf aoMOthlT 
beneath the surface ai^ out ^&/sea. 
fuided through its tortuous windings 
of water-worn caeca and rocky rham- 
bers under the sea by the iaeiaible elec- 
tric cords that drew it where they 
would. 

And ahead on some Bysteriouf island 
was a gun. a thing of site and power 
beyond anything of Earth. He was 
going to spike that gun if it was the 
last set of bis life: and Althora was 
going srith hiss. He drew her slim 
body to him. while his ^es stared 
blindly, hopefully, toward what the 
future held. ' 

CHAPTER XVI 

% 

T hroughout the night they 

droec hour after hour at terrihe 
speed. The ship jmu running sub- 
Bergcd. foe McGuire was taking no 
slightest chance of their being obserfed 
from the air. He and the others slept 
at times, for the crew that handled t^ 
mft eery eeidently knew the easet 
course, and there were mechanical de- 
eices that insured their safety. A ray 
eras projected continuously ahead of 
them; it would reflect bock and giec on 
an indicator instant warning of any 
derelict or obstruction. Another row 
of qwiecring needles gaee by the same 
method the soundings from far ahssd. 

But the uncertainty of srhat their t^ 
Borrnw might hold and the arorry and 



draod lest he ind himaelf unsbla So 
dfosage the big gun mode rsol rest ins> 
pnasibli for McGuire. 

But he WB happy and bony Mt with 
hope when, at Laait. the green light from 
the ports showed that the sun was shin, 
ing up aboec. and the slackening dr ies 
jof tW submarine's p owerful motors 
told that their objectiee wsa in sight. 

They lay quietly at laat while a peri* 
scope of super -aensitiTciwm eras thruot 
cautiously shore the water. It brought 
in a panoramic eirw of the shoceiiao 
ahead, amplified it and pro)ectcd the 
picture in clear-cut detail upon a 
screen. If L4eutenMt McGuire had 
stood on the sret dech shore and looked 
directly at the it land the sight could 
hare been no clearer. The colors of 
torn and blaatcd trso-growtha show e d 
in all their pale shades, and there wm 
stereoscopic depth So the picture that 
garc no mislcoding illusioets as to dio- 
tsnee. 

The shore wm there with the sddu 
spray of breakers on a rocky shoal, and 
a beach beyond. And bryotid that, in 
hard outline againat a golden sky, wm 
a gigantic tube that stood rerticaUy in 
sir to reach beyond the upper limits of 
the periscope's rioion. 

M CGUIRE tingled at the dght. 

To be within rcoch of thio 
w ea pon that had seat those M sating, 
derastatiag missiles upon the eorthl 
He paced back sad forth la the small 
room to stop and stare again, and r^ 
sume hia pacing that helped to while 
sway the hours they must wait. For 
there were man-shapes s w armi ng over 
the land, and the dull, blood-red of 
their loos e uniforms marked them m 
members of the fighting force spawned 
by this prolific breed. 

"Not a chance until they’re out of the 
picture.'.asid the impatient assn ; 'they 
would snow ns un^. It's junt m I 
thought: we must wait pntil the gun 
is ready to fire : theif they will best it. 
TWy won't want to be around whan 
that big boy cuts loose.' 

'And thenr asked Althora. 
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Sfk« spd 1 will tmk« oar col- 
bctioo of golloa ftaoho oalkorr. m4 1 
•ort bop« w« dow't rtowMr.* Hr 
ckrorfttUy at Uw firL 
rriaforcrd cowcr e tr do m r 
Bw to te where they (et dowa tato 
the frouad; it ia cloac to the boar of 
the gaa. We will go there— blow it 
opca if we hare to b ut awaage ia 
tome way to get down below. Then a 
ttM-fnae oa the charge, and the boat 
wiU tabr mc o§. aad we wtU leave aa 
faot aa there aootora can drive ua* 

He ooaitted to awiutoa aay poaaible 
danger to Sykes aad biaaaclf ia the 
handling af thrtr own eaplooivc. ai>d 
he added caaaally. *^oa will stay here 
aad see that^there ia ao alip-op oa the 
»etaway." 

He bad to traaalate the last remark 
into language the girl coaid under* 
stand. Bat Althora ahook her bead. 

*nTou^ try ao bard M get rid of me. 
ToaB^ she laaghed. *hat it ia ao uae. 
1 am going with yoa da not argue — 
aad 1 will help, yoa with the attack. 
Throe will work faoter.lbaa two aad 
1 «m goiag." 

McOuire was silent, then nodde d hia 
aaaeat. He was Icamiag. this Earth- 
aaaa. orhat iadtvidaal freedoca really 



O NLY^ the w es tern aky 

goldM mames on the ^shining 
oersen whm McGuire spoke aoftly to 
the captaiaV 

"Yoar awn will pat us aohore; yoa 
may aak them to st a n d by new.* Aad 
to Profeoaor Sykes, "Better get that 
‘soap* of years ready to load.** 

TW re^lad. Sgures we r e grow i ng 
dfaa oa the screen, aad the blo tche s of 
colors that showed srhere they were 
grou pe d were few. Some there were 
who left auch groaps to See precipi- 
tately toward a orsitiag airship. 

This was aomethiag the Itpatenaat 
had not foreacen He had espected 
that the force that served the gun 
would kwve soate ahock-peoof aheher; 
he had net anticipated a fighting ship 



to take them away. 



he exahod; "that ia a 

lachy break. If they jmt get oat of 
aigbt we- arill have the place to oar- 
aelves." 

There were ao red patches oa the 
screen now. aitd the picture thrown be- 
fore them showed the big ship. i(k 
Btarkiags of red aad white diatiact 
even ia the shadow-light of late after- 
noon. riaaag atowly into the air. It 
gathered speed amrveloaaly and van- 
ished to a speck beyond the land . 

"We're getting t^ breaks.* said Mc- 
Guire crisply. *AU right — let's goP 

The submarine rose Monthly, ead^ 
the scaled doors ia the superstructure 
were opened while yet there wm water 
to come trickling iic Mea came with 
a roll of cloth that spread open to the 
shape of a waall boat, srbile a inrtti 
frame expanded sritkia it to bold it 
taut. 

McGuire gmped with diaoaay aa a 
araatan launched it aad leaped heavily 
tato the frail shell to attach a motor 
to one end. 

"Metal r the captaia renaoured bimt 
"Vovea aaertl. and water-tight I Yoa 
could not pierce it srith anything leas 
than a projector.* ^ 

S ykes was ready with one of the 
crystal Aaaka m the boat wm 
brought alongside, and McGuire fol- 
lowed with another. They took tea of 
the harmitsa looking coatatners. aad 
both mea held their breatha aa the boat 
grounded roughly on the boalder- 
etrrWa abort. 

They lifted <tbcm oat and bedded 
them ia the sand, then returned to the 
iiiNiiarine. This time Althora. too. 
stepped into the boat. They loaded la 
the balance of the containers; the aw- 
tar purred. Another lai^tag. and they 
stood at last on the iiltnd. where a 
mamuMCb tube towe r ed into the sky 
aad the aaeans for its destruction wsa 
at their feet. 

But there was little time; already 
the light was danmiag. and the tiaos 
for the firing of the big weapon was 
drawing near. The asca worked like 
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mmd «• carry tW laaka ta tW baa* of 
tW foa. wWr« • Jeiit a< coBcrrto 
aMvkad tbt catraacc to tW roono be* 
law. . 

Ki^ aMB bcM • ftaok of tbr tlcadty 
iai4 wbra Altbora led tbc way wbrre 
'ataira w«et -d««p down iato earth 
uadrr the dooted roof. Tbia pan of 
tb« work bad bc«a focr a cc a . aiod the 
girl held a aleader cylinder that threw 
a beam of light, intenoely bright. 

They fo«md a awrpriaiag aunplicity 
ia the arraagetaeata oadergrouad. Two 
rooaaa only bad been carved from tbc 
ootid rock, and one of thcac ended ia 
a wrall of gray aaetal that could be only 
the great bw of the gua. But ao- 
where waa a coaaplicatioo of oaccha* 
aiam that aught be damaged or dc- 
atroyed. aor aay wiring or firing de> 
rice. 

A round door ahowed abarp edgea ia 
the gray metal, but only the atrength 
of oaoay. men could have removed ita 
huge bolta. and theac two knew there 
moat be other doora to acal in the 
mighty charge. 

~Not a wireP the acientiat ca- 
claimrd- ~How do they fire itP Tbc 
aaawer caow to Iftm with the ^ueation. 

*Ttadro. of courac ; and the rcceiviag 
art ia ia the charge itaclf; the barrel 
of the gun ia ita own antenna. They 
mu at fire it from a diataacc — bock on 
the ialartd where we were, perbapa. It 
would need to be accurately ttm^** 

‘*Comt ooP ahouted McGuire. arvJ 
raiaed the fiaak of caploaivc to hia 
ahouldcr. 

E ach one knew the need for 
haatc : each waited every mocomi 
for the terrible blaat of gua^c that 
would )ar ibetr bodico to a lifeleaa 
pulp or, by detonating their own ca> 
plaaive. dwroy them utterly. But 
they earned tW fiaaka agaia to the 
top. and the three of them worked 
brcothleaaly to place their whole aup- 
p)y where McGuire directed. 

The maaaive barrel of tbc gun waa 
hcoidc them: it waa held ia treaoendoua 
caauaga of aortal that bohed to anchor- 



age fat the gfouad. Oae groat braoo 
had aa overhanging flange; the eaplo 
aive waa placed beneath it. 

Profcaaor Sykee had come preparod. 
He attached a dctockator to one ol tho 
flaaka. and while the other two ercre 
placing the captoaive ia poaition he 
faotened two wirea to the appantua 
with atcady but burryiag fiagera; then 
at fall apeed he ran with the apoel 
from whi^ the wirea uawouad. 

McGuire and Altbora were behind 
him. running for the ^ueaticoablo 
aafety of the aaad-hilla. Sykea atopped 
ia the ahcltcr of a tiny valley where 
wtnda had heaped tbc aaad. 

‘DowifP be ahoutedL “Get down 
behind that aaad dune, there P 

He dropped bcaadc them, the bored 
enda of t^ wirea ia hia banda There 
waa a battery, too. a eaoc no larger than 
hia handa Prof e mor Sykea. it ap- 
peared, bad gained ao«Bc.Jew co n c ee 
aiona from hia frienda. wlf^ bad learned 
to reapect him ia the field of aeiance. 

One breathlem mocnent he walked; 
then — 

~NowP be whiapered. and to u ch od 
the battery'a terminala witl^ the bare 
wirea. 

T O McGuire it actmed. ia that in- 
taat of chattering chaoa. that the 
great guA itaclf moat have fired. He 
had knowra the )ar of b mvy artillery 
at clooe raage; he had had caperience 
with eaploaivea. He had even been 
near wben a government arecnal hod 
thrown the conntryeide into a hell of 
yarriag, car-aplittiag pandcmooiinm. 
But the concuoaipa that abook the 
earth under him now waa like nothing 
he had knowa. 

Tbc hill of aaad that ahclterad them 
vaaiahed to awcep ia a abcet above 
their hcada And the air atmek down 
with terrific weight, then left them in 
an airleea void that leeme li to make 
their bodiea awell and caplode. It 
niched bock ia H wKrliog gale to^ 
awcep ahowera of aaad and p eb bl eo 
over the hciplem forma of the throe 
who lay bet h aee^ and atunacd. 
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THS PISATK PUUrST 



Uf 



Aa If Mil tkM «M like M •(«: tbca 
tW »ci«sti«t Rotated witk a weak aa4 
tmaWinf band wbcrc a toweriaf afire 
•f Metallic (raj kaacd alowljr ia tbc 
air. So alewty it moeed, to the eyea 
•f tkc watebere— « freat arc of fatk- 
cria^ force aad apeed that akattered 
tbe froond where it atrack. 

(BaP waa all .that the atiU- 
daecd liewtcaaat could aay. ~Tbe — the 
fuaT Aad be fell to akircriac o nr o tv - 
troUablj, while teara of pure happi* 
aeaa atreaeaed down hia face. 

The aaanaotb aiefc (un— the oolp 
weapon foe boobardneat of the help* 
leoa Earth — waa a otaaa of oaeleaa 
Metal, a fotile thtag that lap twiated 
and battered on the aaada of the aea. 

T he aubmariae aaw abowed at a 
diataacc ; it had aritbdrawn. bp 
peeartan(cmcnt. to the abelur of the 
deeper water. McOuirc looked carc- 
fnllp at the watch on hia wria^ aad 
Motenrd to Make certaia that the ea- 
plaaion had not at o pp e d H. Spkea had 
told him the leafth of the V en oaia n 
dap — rufcntp honia and niaetoen Mia* 
Mco of Earth tiMe. aad he hod ana dr 
hia froM the dap of the 

Vmoaiaiii. And. Mocning a^ night. 
McGuire hod art hia watch hock aad 
had iMraad to aaake a rough appeoal- 
Modon of the bMC of that world. 

Tho watch now aaid ftTC-thirteen. 
and the ann wao ilMnat gone; a line of 
gold in the wootcni akp; aad McGuire 
knew that it waa a OMtter oalpof Mia- 
ntoo till the hiaot of the hig gun w ou ld 
rock the I aloof One hooep aa c tian of 
the groat hnrrei araa rooting upon the 
ahotiiri f hoot, oad McGuire raaliaod 
that thia hiocking of the Monoaer'a 
threat Moot aneon h woa U d tear Haelf 
aad the iolaad around H to fraganenca 
whoa it irod. He ran toward the hooch 
Mid wueod hia amaa wildlp ha air to 
urge on the apa a d i og craft that ahawaf 
diM oaad vague ocroao the hearing aoo. 

It druue oanftlp toward thoM and 
atoppod foe the jounfhiag of the Uttle 
hoot. Thore woo a delop. and McGuire 
otood puioori^ artth tapotienca oha a a 



the othcra. too. uatckaf the huddle of 
ftgwrto on the aaabaorine’a deck. 

It arao Altbora arho Srai acnoed their 
danger. Her voice waa ohrill with ter- 
ror M ahe teired McGuire'a otm and 



pointed landward. 



rP ohe anid. '*Thcp 



are coaningl I aaw thcMp 



A SWARMING of red Sgura ooer 
the oenr bp dtaiaca gore puick coaa- 
hrmatioo of her worda. McOnire 
looked about hiM foe a wca p o rt a n p* 
thing to add eficicnep to hia ban 
hinda' and tha awana waa upon thcM 
M he looked. 

He leaped puicklp he tw een Altbora 
and the ncareat figurea that atretebod 
out graapuig handa, aad a red face 
went white under the eeaeahuig iMpoct 
•f the ftper'a Set. 

Thep poured over the aand-hilla now 
— ocorea of leaping Mtn ahrpra and 
McGuire knew in aa iaetant nf aelf* 
accueation that there had been a abcl- 
ter alter aU. where a portion of the 
cncMp foece hod ataped. The eaplo- 
aion had brought them and now — 

He atruck in a raging frearp at the 
groccapue thiaga that came raoag 
upon them. Ue knew Spkea waa Sght* 
ing too. He tore wildlp at the lean 
armo that hound hiM and kept hiM 
froM tbooe a atep oe two a w ap who 
were throwiog tW Sgurc of a girl 
acroM the ahonid era of one of their 
Men. while hoc epco turned hopelooolp 
toward McGuire. 

Thep threw the two Mcn upon the 
•end and c r owd e d to kneel on tho peoo 

tratc ho d iM end atrike and tcor with 
their long handa. then bed thcM at 
ankleo and wriats with MctaJ cnrdn 
and raiaed thcM helpIcM and hound in 
the air. 



Onckof the red crooturaa p oi o eod a 
leng anu toward the lioi nlithif gun 
and tnrUhod aoowthing ia a torroe* 
SDod tone. The athera, at the eound. 
raced afl dwough the aend. while thooe 
with the burden of the throe raprivM 
followed ae boot thep could. 

*Tho guuP acid Frofoaooe Sphaa in 



uo 



ASTOUNDDIO tTORlBS 



a tMck Toicc; tW word* wtt* jalaad 
•at of him m th* two «h* cairiarf kiai 
Mac(c«*d aad raa. ~TWy kaow — 
ia— I hm'1 — goo« o § — ' 



T he atncfliag troop that otmag 
o«t acrooa the dim-lit duac* «aaa 
approochiag aaotb«r dotucd ahcltcr of 
hoary coocttto. They croordcd iaaidc. 
aod tha bodica of the three were 
throora roughly to the 6oor. while the 
red creatures aiade desperate haoie to 
close the heary door. The* dowa they 
weat iato the deeper safety of a sah- 

terraacaa room, where t^ — 

walla about them qitircred to a rterre- 
d eo deaiag >ar. It shook those staad- 
iog to the Booe. and the aaleace that 
follosrsd was changed to a bedlam 6y 
the ta k t an a n ahricking of the creatures 
who were gloating orer their safety 
and the capture they had achiered. 
Tlwy leaped and capered in a 
outburst and erased only at the shrill 
order of ooe who was in command. 

At hu ducctioo the three were car- 



<tied out of doors and thrown apoa the 
^^ouad. McClure turned his head to 
ace the face of Althorm. There was 
blood trickling from a cut on her 
pie. and her eyes were dared 
blurred, but she managed a irtmliling 
amila foe the anaious ryes of the man 
who could only atruggle hopelessly 
against the thin wires that held him. 



Althora hurt I Bound with those cut- 
ting meui cordal Althora m such 
beastly handsl He groaned aloud at 
the thought. 

*^ou should arver hare come; 1 
should neecr hare let you. I have got 
you into thiaP He groaned again in 
an agony of self-reproach, then lay 
silent and waited far what OMSt came. 
And the answer to his apeculatiaas 
fame from the night aboec. where the 
lights of a ship marked the approach 
of an enemy cr^t. 



T he ships of the red race could 
travel fast, as McCuirc knew, but 
the air monster whose shining. pouMad 
beak hung above them where they lay 



helplcm in the toe^nring bonds mi ino 
wire, was to give him a new coocop- 
tion of speed.' 

It shot ^to the 6ve thouaand-foot 
level, when the captives were tala 
aboard, and the dark air skriekad lika 
a tortured animal where the steel shel l 
tore it to tatters. And the radio, in an 
odyotning room, never ceased in its 
a^ttering, changing song. 

The destruction of the Earth- h am 
barding gun I The capture of the two 
Earth-men who had dared to hght 
bock I And a captive wonaan of the 
dreaded race of true VcnutiansI There 
was CBcitcment and news enough for 
one world. And the d§^loedant smg- 
ing of the radio wm sounding in the 
ears of the leaders of that woyld. 

They srerc sraiting on the platform 
in the great hill where Sykes and Mc- 
Guire had stood, and their b sai l i ak eyes 
glared unwinkingly down at the throe 
who were throws at their feet. 

The leader of them all. Torg him- 
self. arose from his ornate throne and 
strode forward foe a • closer view af 
the trophies his buntaaacn had brought 
in. A whistled word from him and the 
wirm that had bound Ahhoca'a alna 
ankles were cut. while s red-rofaed war- 
nor dragged her roughly to her feet 
to stand trembling and swaying aa 
the blood shot cruelly through her 
cramped Irnibn 

Toeg'a eym to McGuirl were those 
of a devil 'feasting on kuman Beak, as 
be stared appraisingly and gloatingly 
at the girl who tried vainly to return 
the look without Binrhing He apoh e 
lor a aanmrnt in a harsh tone, and tha 
seated councilors echoed hia weird 
notes approvingly. 

'What dom he aayf~ McGuire im- 
plored. though be knew there could 
be nothing of good in that ahominabls 
voice. 'What docs he my, Ahhorar* 

T he ^ce that turned slowly so him 
was drained of the last veotigs of 
color. "I do not — know,' she said in 
a whisper scarcely audible; "but he 
fhiaks terrible thingsP 



THE PISATS 



tW Mcaacd »pc*kiin of odom oifkt- 
■Mfc visioo M abc o<Sdcd hohiacly, 
*Tbcf< U a Ac«t of Biaaf ahtpo, ai^ 
Tor, U in fomoaand. Hr haa tboo*' 
aa»da of oaca. and hr got* forth to coo- 
9«rr jroor Earth. Hr got* there to 
rok.~ the had to atru„U to brin, the 
worda to her lipa oow. ~Aad — he tahea 
aac— orith— him P 

~No— ooP the flyer proteated, and 
he atrti„lcd iaaaoely to free hia haada 
froao the wirm that cot the deeper iato 
hia fleah. Tk eoiee o^ Altho^ ciear 
aad atroa, aow, bro«i,bt hiaa back. 

~J ahaJl aerer go, Toramy; aercrl 
The fift of eternal life ia aaiae. but it 
ia mine to keep only if I wilL But. 
for yoo aad yoor'frieod — ~ She tried 
to rarae her haada to her trcmblia, 
Upa. 

*^ea." aaid Liewteaaat McCtdrc qua* 
ally, “for ua— P 

^t there were aome thia,t the aoft 
hpa of Althora refuaed to aay. Agaia 
ahe tried vaiitly to raiae her haada. 
then turned her white, atrickea face 
that a loeed oaae onght not aee the 
teara that were aiagliag arith the 
htood ataiaa on her cheeka. nor read 



in her eyea the horror they hehcid. 

Bet ahe fonad one cramh of comfort 
for Uft two doomed mm 

“Yon will lire till the aailiag of the 
ahipa. Totaaay.* ahe choked, “aad than 
— we will go together. Tommy — yon 
aad L“ 

Her head waa bowed aad her abonl* 
dera bat ahe raiaed her bead 

proodly erect aa ahe waa oeired by a 
gnard arhooe blood-red haada forced 
her from the rooca. 

And the dry. at raining eyea of Lien- 
tenant McCalrc, that watched her go- 
lag, aaw the paaaiag to aa uakaoem 
fau of all he held dear, aad the end 
of hia oaapokea dreaoia. 

He acarcely feh the grip of the 
that aeiacd hioa. aor knew irhen 
be aad Sykea were carried from the 
room where Torg, the E mp eror, held 
hia aarage cnart. The atorte walla of 
the room where they . were thrown 
coold not hold hia eyea; they looked 
throogh aad beyond to aee only the 
white aad prtooua face of a girl whaaa 
bpa tvere whiaperteg: “We will go tn- 
gether. T omm y yon and I.** 

f Concyadod ia the aeer iatm) 



MYSTERIOUS GAR1.SBAD CAVERN 



rpHK kraax cavera «r«r na r r>w»i. m 
^ Cwhtit Cavwa. M. M. n aam game ta 
ba capAaraO. 

fallal « Cavara ia aa large Owt ikraa aOy- 
iirapa i a kah apart aaaM be^MIl ta M 

talZr Wahitian. oka apaa lhare aaaaXalaric 




Tba auiaoaaaa to *a c a eera (awar 100 
laat Mck. Tba m« «f tba caaara waa pal al 
OOtJlMOO raara by Da. WBa T. Lae af me 
Hanoaal wiigripfat lidily, ttmt Ua T»ay 




ma maorn a« a gt«a^ maara. Ha 4a- 

law yaara Uaar be ao4 a Maairaa bay oaae 
tawaaaO U a bmiai aaar *a TOO Itm chd 





A L*tt*r Mod CMMMmrmt 

TW«« «c («ur time* ia tfa« jrcai wt 
Imtc be«a iMuiag Atoa n d i nf Storin 
tlM Editor bM rc<«i*cd letters c ollinf 
attentioa to faacied •cicntific error* ia 
oar Morie*. All tbc*e letter* arcrc p«b- 
liahed. but uatil now we here not cat 
ta aa the space of “The Readers* Cor- 
ner" to answer such objections because 
they were eery obeioualy the rcaalt of 
haaey or inaccacate rcadinf*. 

Th« other week osve more such letter 
reached ua — ftom Mr. Ehtlip Waite, 
thia tiaaa— claiaunf that there waa 'an 
atrocious Aaw~ in two storie* of Cap- 
tain S. P. Meek's This we coaid not 
let go unanswered. 6r*t because of the 
strong terms used, and second bccauae 
the obiac t ioa srould sound to aaany like 
a true criticiam: so we turned the let- 
ter oeer to Captain Meek, and his an- 
swer follow* Mr. Waite's letter below. 



We welcome crtticiaoi of stories ia 
our The Readers' Comer.** Neeer yet 
have we withheld from it any criticiaa 
or brickbats of importaace— and we 
never intend ta^ Bat space is limitad; 
there's not room now for all the good 
letters that come ia; and we do not 
want to intrude too much with editorial 
c o enmen t. Therefor* when w* do not 
stop and answer all criticiama we are 
not necessarily admitting they arc 
valid In most cases cveryoei* will 
quickly sec their lack of logic or accas- 
racy, and in the ^st wc will ask you to 
remembe r that o9 Staff ia meticulously 
careful about the scientihe facts and 
law* and poaaibilitie* that enter our 
stories, so it's eatrcmely unlikely that 
anything very "at m eio ua * will get by. 

Weil, we'd better cut short now. bo- 
fore wc take up too much "Comer* 
room. But hrst. thanks to Captain 
m 






THE REAOEBS* COEHEB^ * 



• 

MMk far gwtiig t* tW troobk mf 4a- 
fandtag two atoriaa that Beaded ao de- 
feaae. Aad tWnka, toa. to Mr. Waite, 
fae kia ^*~*~—* ta arritiag ia to iafocs 
■a of arhat be tboogbt — unqoeatiooably 
becaaac of haaty rcadiag — arere error*. 
— Tba Editot. 

P. E (Now wa^ hare to be aaper 
careful of our acie n c e . for if Mr. Waite 
ever geta aaytbiag eo u»— It) 



Jaw a asM ta !*■ ta ka«a ay Ik* c**< 
aark. Tkar* waa aa airaoaaa law, laaiair. 
la ata twa mmhm ky Caat. t. P. Mack abaac 

*a Haaataalt Xjkt**. Raw, awy 1 aah. 4a 




aa Ike 

k. Taa 

*Aa Batra Maa* wiabwl Maa^a^ a ert a e dy 
Fiktaa. Oaa aT ika raaaaaa I kaa« aa ta 

rttart ytctlca. A pa rt a ct few. — Mall* 
kaltc. MM Wayaa Aa«, Naw Tark, N. T. 




; Me tyw waM ka I 



k a rdaOaaly Urge w aa4 
Ckaaa a walaar a*4 a apace Ayer af Me 
ke aalawa a< Me watae 



ce ta ke tai rc aa n ky Me 
Mack (recier thaa (hat 

rndm the f U ac i a a a i la rt daa ai a 



aetaede Myaa. Tka wH aar traae 
have aa aaaamaaa aalacily. aa 
Mac d k •*( tala raaa aery rare atr. It 

4caaa air, tka i*aca Ayer caM4 actaw ^ 
a nlaaiitiy law i dtray kciarc k raackad Ika 



layer. 
A 



M I ilacay ta aoaaaad. 
aaiaar M-g wkk a 
IM bwaa ikaa al Ika 
waa M kaaa \W ar IMM itwaa 
m t r gj ml tka aaaca aka* wMa k 



If wy cruk anakta ta leal Ikaa aal far I 
aaM. 1 caa aaggaat a aery aawfla a 
Taka a ylaal af aaa*4 yiac waa< i 
Ikark ty rwaiea tackaa wi4a aad tear tact 
taae iappan k aa ba* aa4a a*4 Maa gala 
lca« alaka aaaa iL caaartaf ika wkata i 
a< Ma kaard. If Me waa4 ka aaaad 
kaard wiA i 



yaaada raaAAy. 
mM Arc a JM 

■ atartry af lAM tad car aacaaA. 

t aard aary 



Tka 
raw 
baa 

Mk k alai aa Ma aaataar aad yaa ha*a Ma 

Caaaadar aaa ware Maac. Iriardtaig ta 
Ma a l a a tai. Ma Uyaa araw udekar aad kardw 
ta a aa i traia aa Ma iyar raarkif tka aaaw 
aarfaaa. Tka awaaar waMd ainha Ma waat 
wicaaa pan af Ika layw wkk ka waMwaaa 
ad ka Id- 



r«y grew laaai k 

Oa Ma 
Ma aacM. 



ka itlicky aad caaaaaaaatly ka 
aaargy. Wkaa k 

af Ma layar. k waMd kaw ateaal 
laft wuk wtdek ta farce taa wey 
Ma Mirra rim wada 



af k bad 



a far Ma waiter af lafracUaa. If yaa 
ptaca a flaaa cake ar aMar fars la Ma 



k. U. 



af tka 



a kabaw afkara af flaaa aa 
areal aa la be laalaMda. waaM 



ky hlw la be Ma rMrcfaa af ak 
raakay a waafd ka the cawklaad r 



1 kaaa 



U4 



AITOUNDINO STOSIES 







TarrM* TcmmJc* jI L472.’ Vj 



Tmtlf Wrick*. 

TJm 



k*HT *• mr tkM mmu 1 kiv« I 
f9m McsjM*. I krv« Maca^ 
(•Ml *•■ «< mr tntmtt !• k« f— *■■* 

«n W fk*a ■*«!!*■* 

Iks *• koM 

•4 *a4 



«ar« w« «a gn Wcgw aa4 Wo« f MvtkMtaa. 
T * Katna. lUS 



W. T. 

Hmuft P*<i6*d 



ka^ IkM ia iW 4a- 
aa4 Wo« f aavtkMtaa. 
Marriaaa Aaa., Bcaai. 




W( a 



A Ira aaaWa a«a I 4Ma^ raa4 aaf Id- 
yte t taa Nav I r r« 4 M iJL I kaaaa^ 



1 



la MOaa 



That daa ai a i 
J. Braaaf'a i 

*J<«a af tha liataaiir* Oytataa ra- 
' t hka Cka acMa af tha atarr, baa 1 
aha ka akvaya tin||1at 



haa a 

lhaa aatar. yt* it vtl 
Caa* aa aratar. L a., i* ■ Waa ir^a Thar* 
ia aadfag ta dM atary that vaaU yrt » *a » 
Wa haaaiad* layar iraaa hariag a cacAotM 
af f i iracD aa Maaecai amb that af mt. 

• Ta riaa*. la* •* i*y*a< that I tm mM ar(»- 
htg tha* aach a layar cajaca. I 4a aat hcbraa 
Am h 4aaa aa4 I 4a bahra* that mf gah- 
a r aoaa *41 f ra ha My ara the fra* larirykiM 
tary aafadnaa a*an a*4 f tea the 

ira* iaaarflaaaaary tny *a****4. 1 4 a ha»- 
aaar. maitmd tha* the a caf < a la ay a t a n a 
la accaraa aa*4 M traaarrafa Ih* hoaa4anaa 
af yraia 4ay haawWilct aa4 craara a b* 



Daa'^ tlMA Ta 
b jaarfact. 

why aa* try W ■« a a ary af A. Mrmtt'A 
ar Kalyh Mil a r Fartry**! — A. Diiaghiity, SXt 
Narth Pram* A**, iau PaB*. Sa. Dak. 

A maoaoctmfat 



May 1 aatar *Tha Pa f rr a* Caraar* a aa- 

racaady b««a iiraif ta Cl aaraata r . FtarMa, 
hy a ftaaf af t o aa ta PWtaa aathaaaMaar 
Wa hara a hhrary af I7S Sdaaca Ftaaaa 
'ag a caaaalata iia af 
•a 4aar WahaU 
I ahach a rit a n Ac tadba art 



(raw aatar* aa4 tha* 
kaawMg* oak** tha raairara af 
a layar laaiiiifli t. P. Math. Cage. 
Ord. Daga, U. l A. 

Likes Lettf Nortlettes 

riailag tha Aagaal 




I aw gawg t* ra*a 
IM% I 



I haa* ism 
aa* af yaar 

M WH Msetes is ptt 

t; 7 >% taa ly teo 4 ; (•% gaaaahl*: 

i gta* Tfaraearf ^Ua2« Tha Saa.* hy 
Paal Eraa*. 140%; 7t% lar **Th* Attach 
Praw Igaca.* hy Cagada E P. Mtah. -Tha 
I la CaatwaBwariaa.* hy Milw J. 
M D. w4 'Jana af lh*Laa(aa4*.^ 



taa Akaraathy. P. O. Baa IM. 
PI*. 

Fr»m Heme Eaglsmd 




read I aw 
I haa* ra*4 araaral 



1 haa* aaar 
I* taka It t arry 
,* h la A-t 



hy Bay Caw^agr; (0% lar ~Th* Mar4ar 
KatMaa.* hy Hagk E Cat* aa4 'Barth, Tha 
■ hy /Uthw J. ^ka: 21% tor 




claaa BA,‘ttSdfl^E^lMt 
Stsniag Yemmg 



YaaE raraw wy 



lar h b tha *a4 



twft r a a g g r ai t af. law* f '-ki*. af 
t, n wyaa i ha*, awf l ha«* ihraa ahach 
waay raadarr haa*. taa. Par*. 1 a^ Aa 
•«" Mgear aa4 Ih* gagar hataar. 



I* 21c. Tlard. haaa aiatba af tha (atar* i 
w 'BartA A* Maraa4ar.* w4 mriw af laai 





Deesa't Like Serimls 



atary hy iha Itf. 



Dear 

_ I aw a fa r rat rt a4 u af A* 

1 aw taaag W haag aaA 

a* 1 Kk* It tary wwfL 




Bmt—JUy Cmmmimft Writm 0$ 
Omiy BiMad New Steriett 



A StemmcB Deieader 

Dwr tAemi 

At mm mma a tnmd tmumAmeM rmt n- 
MBaM bola pakhcabaa la me. 1 f*a4 m aa4 
aajap«4 rvcry a ata c ripk at m. Tkm iama 
mwr r a t *TW Maaaun at Maraa.* wWck 1 
caaaBcr a raaJ aaaar-acWaca i t ary. I kavt 
l a fi iaa 4 'Tha Brakata' Catatt' a*** • oma. 
la Ika tipaiMkrr mam I aaa wkcac 

al iW £ao**7 aaM vaa that tka 
^aaM ka a^kattct craAc. It a itm 

aat kaM*laa at aSmriiaaaatata to ^ iar tMa 
ampaaaa. Daar friaaba tkia ka aa tatar^ay 
BaatiM Poaa Daa^ aak taa Mck. Tkt^ 



gnda at papar tkaa 



Iar 1 kaar par- 



t kVC M 

mma tar tL Tkoi ka. ak^ akaal4a*i ikrrt ka 
a Qaartarlyl 0*ar Intata F kctk aa aa^a- 

aa4 ara 4aaMa la akar aa4 pnca. Daar BA- 
tar. piaaaa, tar Aa pakkc'a aakr. pat am a 
OaMlailf ra aarr atkita oaalrf hka aaa^ 
H-CBiAaia. Ir. im *1. Mavar St. BaM- 
aara. Mujlaaf 




At rtairra at < 

jjjJV TW miy? S^l^afcB^ l a p^^ 

Cya karaoaa At a«a at W amd IS, ta aa- 
aamtma Aa rtaAat a« Sriaart PMaa 

aaAa. aa4 ta aaa tt a kaaS at 




aCo Saaara A raa4 aay at At 




I aaa i a caaaata. . 
raiijAp aal m k«aa akak I kart ka4 A 
aa4 Iar aama baa; Aat a, aaaaa aoaariSr 
arbckca. *A Saw Tkat BraMkaa.* A At JAy 
aaaAar, waa vary a a t r a rt ac. aa aart At 
tva arbci aa A tlw Aap a a t copy. Haataar. 
1 kept tkat Aia a aaly Aa aun at a *tA- 



Tkara 

Aaik aaal A Aa r taS tti 
at At ta4 at Aa alarkaa 
kaami'A A Aa kack at Aa anttAt Aia- 
aikar tAa« tkat a tkaaAtaly caacatal M 
AaaAkwt Scarkta taaaU kaM kt. aaa aa 
a A(k claaa Irtraca Rctkaa matmaam a a 
acaatalc aAianal A Aa boat at At k 
Tka aay b atatta aC itrap**? • 
grata tka mpraaatm at a ck^ 

A lot A yam ttadara kata 
A a rkaaat tar aa rka a kr Kay Caaaaaaca. 
WkAa kl b ma tkat A kaa anftaa a irv 





For At aaka 
A yam mmy tiaSitt aka aaaU Mka to tat 
^aar^M^t aat^fcaap aknam at Aa 

A^taolm aatkan at^mSy amptarad. Aa 
am aiaamca akaaa Aaa kaa yaa akaaity kaat 
Cape B F. Maa£, Hart VAcaal. 1AM Lar- 
BAaaaS HaadM^ aa< A Aa laaaal 



copy. K. F Staral ~Tkt FAaat A Drat A* 
ky R. F. StaraL aaa Aa kaai aaary A Aa 
Aagaai mama. A aoabh A kSaaa aaa caa- 
A Aoi inabat .A Mt aa a yiai«. 
Aaaat. aa4 Aa Aaa A laaAr Aa 
haaMgmm ky tkaapA tapfaatAa ka 

kt a^ 






AtTOUNDINO rrOKIXS 




Wfcjr MM • 

talua gm • g**4 



«• 4* k,' 



tWa k« rwd Mk 
•tea trakk k ■ cr» g wM i 
kta4 hi— M. CMv4 jk 
A««b«. Mcwsfk. N. J. 



U w« thMh «• cakM 4 * m 
(Ika Jala* Van*) lat'a trjr h. Wrh* a mcry 

mmmmitmg Saanas h al ngka a* ia. W* 
h ~4i4«raL* W* w*M 4imma aMhan 
■a* al ad>aa ■agifaa Wka* to tha 
■aa af haa^ a an aaa ga>l[irim If 



lha«0i ha- 
«•! Caaomi 




Nv* far f«w arTtoan: fir. I. F. Stanl 
■ aaalr iha kaaL Haa aaarr, Tk* Flaaa* af 

OraaA* to M af tMto aa4 I 



W Waaaa. Tkaaak toat to ika M*a raa 

Haaaaar. giwtog 4awa M^lcMa tado. lha 

raaaaa Fto i 7 vto« dto* lanar to ta aah yaa 

ia gaMtofe aa Aataaahaig taaatoa Qaanarty. A/k. 
Taa aaaM haaa h caatahi twka aa 
a ia lha aaaaht 
■ a cafy far A It 



f laai f 

•4. Oaa daac that to ratW ra- 
ia ttoa claaa ml mart. <ha haaa (aa* 
•4 ha* caayaaaaa aM ml aaary 4M- 
hohty by hi* a«a l^aaahy. TV* atary mammm 
alaac wah f aa t aa4 tortoto ia r*ary yaaa- 
gragh, aa4 to raaBy ay daai af a Sagar* 



yara: L a, aa( 

Lat'a ha«a 

-C. S. 



TkaaM L. Krataar, IMt ' 
aartoa y Hakghca. Ohia 

Agi^ — Agof — Bmag 



Astmftad Boaqaats 

D*m BAar: 

Bafaaa ^ j 

toaa* af yaar waaiirf 
hfe* aa aa r aaaah j i taaah Mr haaaa far iha 
haag rayfy aa tn faamar fataar. It atoawa htaa 
a* laaat aa* rnmmr 0mta»4 aaar tog lurary 



aa4 graaatr aayayag ih* t aa iaa. hat Tha 
Baaftoa* Caraar' gaa* Ba a. gaa4 4aal af 




af 

. I 

Tah* th* "Bnch ar Tva* baa Oaarga U 
Wahaaa aa4 Harry H toMaia, rnmmmaa. 
Tkay 

or* that ayaaar ia aihar aag- 
yaar raaaart *ara aa*4 aa 

Aa4 agaia. *yaT totaalg ha«a mma aa* Jha 
to waiTaaahaag aa gaa* agaa Ih* i n aa ti ha 
(h* aaartM* far Ih* l**a af fata, it 
aaat adaaaAc tr aa n aaa. why 4aa*l ihay 
haaka *a4 aagatoaaa - faalag wtoh tow 
Jacat Thar* art wiay aa th* 
far 

tot** ha«* h 




I y ia c ag th* tMrtoa ha ih* i* 
whach to ' 

' M iraaaif Uto4v th* Saa*; Tirrfhli T*b 
tactoa af UgTJTi *Jana af th* Laartato4r*{ 
-Tk* Attach bwB Sgaca': 'A frahtoa ha 



: yawr to aa ar aw*. ~Uaa af 
raaiaa* ta h* aa A-l lag- 

H. W. WrtaaliwaM aa4 J. 



gaa4 ta aa. Ab gl*4 ta aaa hat Dr. 
h riBti ig Wa mam mt mmm wUh- 
al^ lac h h 4a- 

M. T. C, M. T, 




*• M«: B. F. 

Hwl ynmcamt, Kmj C iiiilifi mmd 
F. M«*k. Hffwrvcr, m 



UmT* **' 

•A ri«/r 



A«», Cl*r»g» 



ihM Mr. UMfp wrUm^i iiAasIr 
hM naTMt ln»c« FWtn ti l w 
Lm*( m« wmmy manm ky Uib Ib tk* larA- 
ol Smi 

in lapfii A< 



1 ka«t raa 4 
tnt tea*. mM 1 aa cmvibcW tka k i* wkk- 
«« ■ ptm M «k« M4 mt In a t i FktMa. 
TWa pnaaiMaM ia kaa a dM tact ikat llw 
ufalartj caatataa Ika aark af Ikt 
a< a fimrAr ia»- 

«aay. 



Tlumk Y»m. Mr. L»t«ax» 



Savaral 

kaat w an<sW ataaa akfca t m 
Wkjt liraai tWy Ira 



«dl 




icaaaa Ikay Irw (iMcraAf aai fca cj 

kaa4 ««k al kMa ml a n a ra I 



aafr af a gwf aa^aa 
M aa fay. ka laa aa laa Maaraa M k to 
kaaka aaa aack ^ aaaa aaf 1 jaa faak 
kav tka kaak a«aa. 

Taa --r--^- k *a kaa af al tckaa 



caUaf *A**toaWaa ia CaaaaaBakaa* ky 
MAa J Bnw. M. D. Now, Ika (aaf fa- 
ta aay to a *'aar* ta alWr ai yin a ta . ka 
ka anf la aa af a fka ataafarf af Aaaaaaf- 
Ua laMlBl alart la ika aiaa- 
I Mf aalin<[il. It lackaf 
M aaf gnpfac ■ ctaa af yaar 
It «a^ a ya k kfaal^. a 

iyaa af ikk aaf 





8a yaa (at ay mfa. Taa'ra trykw 

sr-‘Tirri riiijrrai'S 

M>I^ 
tar, ara a kaaa 
aafrtir mmt ml mt 
Mat aaf (a mm 
Haaartt St, Saa 

Sm^mmtimat 



If tkay (at 

fal af ^1 iT* mT ,JL 

***** T>*^Oa^a L**AfL«^*»a 
Nr« Tark. 




'lartk. *a Maraafar * to 

Bi« atarlaa 1 kaaa raar raaf I kaya yaa kaaa 
■ara atarka ky Aitkv J. Ba/ka aa i ct ifali 
far aarty iaaaaa. *J«tta ml tka Lavlaafa.* ky 
Bay CMtoiya. “Mi raw if Uafar tka Saa.^ 
to FbM Kraal (a aaaaaf aaaa. 1 ka*a^ '‘Tka 
TanMa TiihHii mi Lm.' ky B K Wfi(ki 
aaf nka Attack (raw SaiM* W 8. F. Maak 
(lafa kaaa aat^ir aayaal). a8 (at Ikraa atara. 
I toya 8 . F. Wrifkl «• wrka Bari aaa- 
ilaa af aara ag^ ylawc 

^^arkk tka 

ffty w(aa la laa^ 
Oaat*t yakkto aaaa kaa aa (dwty M at a ty-f a a 
yaaaa) aa urtak. 

fa yaar Aafaa t iaaaa yaa aaaaaiaa tkat yaa 
■ay aaaaa fay aakkak HataaaAay t ta rir i 
larM a Maak. f waalf ratkcr kaaa yaa ia- 
craaaa *a yrica ■ ta tt y fai caa t a , (laa ■ 
M Mck Mtrrla] aa Ftaa-Naaala MaMkly. 



1 tarn at aa way ■ 

•mm mmtmmm k ia M aalarya k t ta 
k afaaaar. 1 aa iiraftf arMi k M k’la. It 
ia tka kat aa«i 

1 kaaa M (aaaraw laty yat a 
t tka tkaaa aB ayaaBy a iB ■ if ita rt 



Pride mi tke Kmgimemt 





**- — (*- tkitTai ^^frM aayy I kaaa raaf. 1 
caa aaaara yaa Ikt k wiB at ka tka IM 

ky aay aaaaa 

1 ttfto ta aty caBaf nftranaif Uaft 
ektlt^to ^ *** 

way tka a a tkar caytaw ta alary ■ I 
caM ■ kfa kt raaOyat m w (aaai 
Tka aafy tkfaf tkar~T r t a rtt af waa 
1 AAa^ (at tka aaywa y 
raBaf. 'far^ tto Mara 

Ent (I aay *w* kacaat I M a 



«a ■ (ka aaaay 





TH£ rnST THURSDAY IN EACH MONTIT 



Boa^mtta 



m 



astoundino trosiKS 

'«■ “P*p»t Cmtvcc Kimt" 



iTf Flallikargk, Ncv 



Yart. 

C*w«n Nm Too Virid 



Qmu Tr«o 



~Th» COTMf' 

AU Reopen arc czteadod a aiaccr* 
and cordial iaritatioa %a 'com over 
ia *TS« Rcodcra’ Coract" aad 
ia oor aooot^ dtacaaaioa ol atari la. ' 
aatlMra. acicatiftc pciaciyica aad fipaal* 
bilitica— rrccTtkiaf tkoYa ol coMBoa 
iatercat ia fnaaactifai witk ow 
Aatoaadiac Scorica. 

AltWack Ira« data la tkaa tkt Kdl- ' 

a departMat priaHrily (or Raadari. 
aad wc waM poa la Mka fall oaa ol 
h. Likca, dialikciL criticiaoaa. cxplana* 
tiaaa. rooca, brickbaia^ aa((aatioaa-^ 
CTcrptldac'a wiIcom baaa; ao 'com 
oacc ia *TW Raailcfa* Caracr" aad 
diacaaa it with all al aal 

—Th»K4k»f. 




C>^»//’.IA70A'.S7///’ 

r<> IMI cnt> imnnacy •>! iKc fircliAlil hour, (lamH a 

ctMnf«anMin«hip ll i« the «nM>Lc <h>c mi(hl tlrcani 
rf. fraArani and mclbm, mild at»d all<><cll>cr dc|i^ilful. 
TKe mildnc«« nl Clamcl i« a naliiral mildnc««. frawn ihc 
nl cHnic^l «un>rifH'm'd ladtacoaa — nc\rr o«cr* 
ncacr flat nr <n«ip»d. 



Camels 

I MU.D — Snt flat 



N f. 



